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of AustnaJ was the other candiJate. l-he election of A'^ice- Presidents, members of tbe General 
Gdminitteo and of the:Agenda Committee proceefle<l in accordance witli the usnal routine 
wJiich lias been described in reports of provloiis delegations. - . . ' 

■ (k.TIic Assembly opened in an atmosphere of some uncertainty and even depression as 
to' present position and future outlook of the League. Tliis atmospliera had been 
priP*i"])itnted by the resignations not long before the date on wliicli tlie Assembly met of 
Viscount Cecif and AI. do Jouvenal from the British and French Delegations respectively. 
These resignations were taken as indicating a view that the Great Powers were showing a 
tendency to settle ih-oblcms among themselves without resort to the League, and that too 
luicom promising nn attitude was being adoj^ted in regard to the great problem of Disarmament 
by some of those on whose , attitude progress mainly depended. The general debate was 
<}xpectc(l to range over theAe two topics, and it was felt in many quarters that the Eightli 
Assembly, although having before it an agenda of no abnormal importance, might be of 
^critical significance in regard to the future of the TiCague. These expectations were not 
falsified. There were a number of subjects in which fundamental questions were treated fi'oni 
all points of view, and tlicre was a tendency to precipitate dramatic developments. If some 
of the results wliich emerged were of moral, ratlier than of political or constitutional 
importance, it should be realised that the ideals on which the League is based represent a 
fundamental change in the j^ractice of international politics ; that such a cliange can only 
inoceed with safety on evolutionary lines, and that for the purpose of sucli an CA’olution a 
moral stimulus may be elTcctive wlieii instruments of precision would be premature and 
dangerous. Before indicating in greater detail the lines of the debate, we shall cxjjress our 
belief that the general issue a (Von led no justification for pessimism, while at the other end 
of the scale it emphasised the necessity for a proper relation between ideas and facts. The 
need for tempering enthusiasm witli patience is, in our view, admirably expressed in the 
Report of the Director of the International Labour Oflice for 1027 Avhich was x^lt^ced before 
the Assembly, from whicli the following passage may be usefully reproduced - 

It is impossible not to realise the immense gulf which separates what lias been 
achieved from wliat was lioped in 1910, when mankind for a brief moment rose to 
lieights unknown before. At that time, iminediateJ}^ after the great catastrophe of the 
war, an eilort was made to organise human life on a basis of solidarity and peace, and 
tlie nations collaborated witli one another in setting up a new structure. At that time 
almost everyone cherished tbe illusion that international life would at once come into 
being and that a new era was on the point of beginning. 

“The realitj' is not what was then supposed. International institutions can only 
establish themselves by long, obstinate and patient ell'orts. Tliis has been the experience 
of the League of Nations as regards international security ami disarmament. The 
apprehensions and anxieties wliich have been deeply rooted in the lieart of mankind by 
centuries of war cannot be ujirooted all at once. 'The sovereign States are still inclined 
to rely on themselves for securing the necessary guarantee of security.” 

7. Although these political and constitutional subjects dominated the debate, many 
speakers concerned themselves with pointing out tliat other subjects niiglit be regarded as 
of no less importance ; tliat for non-European Alembei's these subjects might even be of 
greater importance, and that wJiile there might be an apparent and temporary lack of success 
in the League’s treatment of political subjects, notable successes in the non-political 
spheres of activity did mucli to restore the balance. Cuiisj^icnous among these is the success 
.of the International Economic Conference of last Alay, and other spheres in wliich valuable 
work lias been, or is in course of being, done are those of Health, Intellectual Co-operation, 
Tiiternational Law and Social Reforms. 

Speech of Sir C. P. Ramaswami Ayyar. 

8. The General Debate in the Assembly was opened by Sir C. P. Ramaswami Ayyar, in a 
speech which emphasised this aspect of the work of tlie League. Tlie text will be found in 
Appendix TIT, Annex I, but wc will reproduce here a summaiy. 

0. After congratulating tlie Secretaiy-General and Ins staff on the compreliensiveiiess and 
Aoroughness of which the documents before the Assembly were an indication, be referred to 
unique position of India in the League, and spoke of the effect whicli the world opinion 
developed by the licague might have upon India. He said that the quest of the ideal was 
one of tlie strongest characteristics of liis race, and that as an Indian he felt at home in an 
Assembly whi(di expected and indeed assumed the existence of idealism iu all its members. 
While appreciating the value to his own country of its participation in the League, he' 
•expressed the hope that the x>i’esence of delegates from India and other distant countries 
•was of. some yalue to the League by preserving its character of univei-sality and marking the 
^ktinction between a real League of Nations and a mere concert of Powers. He then referred, 
with examples, to the way in which India had been, fulfilling in practice the ideals of the 
.League. It was a matter for sincere congi-atulation that the League was in its turn realising 
the iniportauce of Indian and eastern problems. But it -was, not easy for his countrymen. 
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sow seeds or dllTeronce between great nud small, and tliat he know that the Great Powers 
could very well do without tlie League of Nations, and tliat it was the small nations which 
needed the League if they were to have any influence on international aflairs. It has to he 
remembered, wc ^consider, that the League gives the less powerful States opportunities of 
participation in international affairs which they never enjoyed before and would never enjoy 
othj[:hWise. Under the Covenant each State represented at the Assembly has one vote and 
no" more than one vote, but it is necessary to appreciate the inevitable fact that that vote 
cannot be exercised by all with equal freedom and authority. We believe that those in 
India wlio are qualified b}^ a knowledge of facts to appreciate the position from the point 
of view of India will be disposed to agree rather with M. Motta than with Mi\ Hambro. 
JFr. Hambro refenod to a view t])at the General Debate in the Assembly on the Annual 
Report on the work of the Council was tending to become an exchange of complimentary 
banalities ‘and that Jlembei's of tlie Council ju’eserved silence in the Assembly on any 
comments that were offered. If tlnit has ever been true, it was certainly not true of die 
Eighth Assembly. No important voice was silent. TJie debate was searcliiiig and frank in 
its mode and lacked nothing in range. 

Elections to Council. 

12. At this point it is relevant to mention the election of non-permanent Members of 
llie Council, because tlie result is an indication of the effective assertion of their views by 
the lesser Powers. Under the rules adopted last yenv non-permanent seats are tenable foV 
three years, and the three States which retire from the Council each year must normally 
wait for three 3 ’ears before being eligible for re-election. JBiu a retiring Stale may be declared 
eligible for immediate re-election by a two-thirds majority- of the Assembly. Of the tlu*ee 
States which retired this year, Belgium, Czecho-Slovakiu and San Salvador, the first name<l 
aiiplied for a declaration of re-eligibility and it was known that her application was regarded 
with favour by Great Britain, France and Germany on tlie ground that the presence on 
the Council of all the Locarno Powers was desirable. The application failed because of the 
evident determination of tlie lesser Powers to make the principle of rotation a reality. 
Consequently Cuba, Finland and Canada ivere elected. The election of Canada is notable 
because this is the first occasion on which a Dominion member of the British Empire has 
acquired a seat on the Council. 

Assembly Debate on Arbitration, Security and Disarmament. 

lo. We have now to deal with the subject of Disarmament, with which are associated 
those of Arbitration and Security. It will be remembered that at its Seventh Ordinary 
Session in September 1026 tlie Assemlily adopted a resolution requesting the Preparatory 
Committee on Disarmament, appointed in 1025, to liasten the completion of its work so tliat 
it might be able to draiv up a programme for a Conference on Disarmament earl}^ in 1927. 
The Conference has not yet been convened, but much useful work has been done. Tlie 
Preparatoiy Committee lias prepared what has been called a “ first reading draft of a 
Convention on Disarmament, tliough it has not been able to secure anytliing like unaniniitv 
on several of the most important points. It Las also devoted much time to tlie eonsideiutioii 
of such subjects as the working of the organs of the League in times of crisis, technical 
metliods for the reduction and limitation of annaments, and the relations between the economic 
and military resources of States, and to special questions such as chemical warfare, civil 
aviation and defence budgets. 

14. At the opening of the Assembly this year it seems to have been felt by many that 
little more could be done by the Preparatory Committee until greater in teimational security* 
had been attained, and moat of the pi'oposals that were put fonvard in the Assembly and in 
the Third Committee were designed to deal with this difficulty. At the third meeting of the 
Assembly the Dutcli Delegation submitted a draft resolution to the effect that tlie time had 
come^ to resume the study of the principles on which the Geneva Protocol of 1924 was based, 
and it was suggested that the study of those principles along with the report of tlie 
Preparatory Committee on Disarmament should be referred to the appropriate Committees of 
the Assembly. It will be remembered that the Geneva Protocol of 1924 was designed to 
^ecure compiilsoiy arbitration in international disputes if conciliation by the Council failed 
ind to provide for individual and collective action by States at the request of the Councii 
^igainst a recalcitrant State. This proposal received some support in tlie Assembly, but 
several Delegations objected to it on tlie giounds that it would inevitably reopen the discussions 
of .1924, that tliere was no hope of agreement, and that the proposal would probably do little 
more than call attention once more to the reasons why several States had been unable to 
accept die Protocol. Sir Austen Chamberlain stated that the British Government was still 
unable to accept compulsory arbitration of the kind contemplated by the Protocol or to 
undertake responsibilities such as the Protocol would lay upon the British Government. Tlie 
Dutcli Delegation then modified their proposal by substituting “ the principles of arbitration 
security and disarmament ” for “ the principles of tlie Geneva Protocol.*^ So modified the 
Dutch proposal was refeired to the TJiird Committee for consideration. . There was also 
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**^etieral disarniaineut hud been discharged and until in consequence the conditions necessary 
‘ for. that atmosphere required for a common and collective guarantee* of peace had been fulfilled. 

17, SL Briand made .a speech such as the Assembly has learnt to expect of him, which 
’ appeared to be designed rather to create a favourable atmosphere and to restore confidence 

thaiv to make any precise or concrete contribution to the subject-matter of the debate; He 
said that tlie strength of tlie League lay in the trust of tlie peoples ; tliey did not always 
reason, but they had an instinctive feeling oh trust in the League ; they knew that without 
the League there was always the danger' of a renewal of strife. Alluding to the speech of 
j JL’Politis, lie said that thc pe6i)les were prepared to wait, but not to wait indefinitely. 

18. Sir Austen Chamberlain, who was the last of the representatives of the Great Powers 
to speak in the opening debate, said that Great Britain had proved by her deeds her desire 
to see a real and large reduction of armaments ; the British Army had been reduced immediately 

. peace was -secured to less than its pre-war level, and the British Fleet could not be compared 
with the Fleet which Great Britain had maintained not merely during the war but before the 
war. Turning from disarmament to arbitration, lie asked the Assembly to bear in mind the 
special conditions of the British Empire, which was not a unitaiy system of government, 
such as prevailed in other countries, but a great community of free and equal nations, each 
autonomous, united in the oldest League of l^cace in the world. It was not easy for such an 
Empire to accept obligations wdiich could be readily undertaken by a homogeneous State 
speaking with the voice of a single Government. He claimed that Great Britain had arbitrated 
more grave problems than any other country in the ivorld, and gave as a special instance the 
case, of the Iraq frontier, in wliicli Great Britain had used the verdict which had been given 
in lier favour to oi^en negotiations with Turkey and to make acceptable to her an award 
which could have been rigidly enforced. Passing on t(j security, he said that Great Britain 
had not merely accepted all the obligations of the Covenant, but had also become piirties to 
tlie Locarno Agreement, knowing what it was to give a guarantee and the cost of keeping a 
guarantee. He asked whether other parties could not accept liabilities similar to those 
accepted at Locarno with a vie*vv to guaranteeing other troubled frontiei-s in tlie same wa^' as 
Great Britain liad guaranteed the western frontiers of France. Those who asked Great 
Britain to guarantee every frontier as she had guaranteed one in the Treaty of Locarno 
were asking lier to undertake an obligation which was beyond her strength. All parties did 
not look upon the l.eague in the same wa}' ; tlieir faith was the same and their purpose was 
the same,' but tlie way in whicli they would reach their purpose varied with tlieir circumstances, 
their temperaments and their responsibilities, in the organic world it was not those organisms 
which came most quickly to maturity that reached tlie greatest strength or lasted the longest ; 
and he regarded the League in the light of this aI^alogJ^ 

19. This speech naturally made a deep impression and had a decisive influence in 
ensuring that the subsequent discussion, which might otlienvise have wasted itself in tlieoiy 
and idealism, was directed into channels culcnlated to lead to important practical results. 
Dr. Nansen, of Norway, in a speech in the Assembly on one of the last days of the session, 
paid a notable tribute to the force and conviction of Sir Austen Chamberlain’s speech. He 
said that no one wlio had worked at Geneva liad failed to realise that Great Britain, since 
the beginning of the League, had given tlie most consistently powerful support to it and its 
existing provisions. If Great Britain had hesitated to increase those commitments, they all 
realised that it was chiefly because she took those commitments so seriously and that she was. 
anxious not to weaken her power to liononr existing engagements by contracting new. ones. 
•They also realised the special position of Great Britain and of the Empire, and also the 
fact that owing to the British Navy any additional commitments in regard to arbitiution and 
sanctions would be more onerous for Great Britain than for other countries. Even if they 
might regi’et the course which events had taken, they understood the reasons which in a 
large measure determined it. It is an important fact that Governments of the British 
Empire should thus receive recognition of their policj^ of not accepting obligations unless 
they fully intend and are assured of their ability to cany them out scnxpulousl 3 \ India, we 

: believe, can claim to enjoy this reputation as much as any other part o£ the Empire. 

Sphere of Action of the League. 

20. At the Seventh’ Assembly' Viscount Cecil had proposed that a Committee should be 
^pointed, to consider and report what questions are, and what are not, within tlie sphere of 
Action of the League, within the meaning of the Preamble to, and Articles HI and IV of, the 
Covenant. Lord Cecil had explained that this pjroposal was not animated bj’ any desire to 
restrict or diminish the legitimate activities of the League ; but it was felt in some quarters 
that there was a tendency wdiich should be: checked, to encourage the League to take up 
subjects which were foreign to the purpose for which it was founded, auz. to secure international 
co-operation making for the peace of the world. The proposal to set up a Committee 'was 
not accepted, and the Seventh Assembly not being able to agree upon an^’* alternative formida, 
decided that . the qtlestion should be postponed for further consideration at the Eighth 
AssenVbbv. But before the Eighth Assembly opened the/British Government informed the 
League that they believed that the consideration which the matter had already received :: had 
to* a large extent met their object, and lessened the probability of the recurrence of those 
dangers to whicli attention had been called. In these circumstances tliej’* proposed that the 
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SUarfeTANDING CODI- 
NG 1^; JAlSSUARi: 


SUMMARY REVISED BY THE STANDING COM-' 
TMITTEE OY- YHS OllAYlYm OY 
AT THEIR MEETING IN AUGUST 1924. 
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As it is necessary that the provisions of the Intel'- 
national Badio -Telegraph Convention* should b® 
observed throughout India, it is in the interests of 
all the parties that in all matters with respect to the 
Wireless Telegraphy and Wireless Telephony co- 
ordination should be maintained, and to attain such 
co-ordination regulations are required in order to avoid 
mutual interference. With this end in view, th^ 
following principles should be observed:- — - 

I. Wireless stations tulietlier owned hy a Stat(^ 
or licensed by a Sfatc^ required solely for communic(t' 
iion within a State. — ^It is essential, with a view to 
maintain co-ordination and to avoid mutual intei'- 
ference, that there should be previous consultation 
with the Government of India in regard to installa- 
tion and power and before any alterations in location 
(in the case of fixed sets), type and power are in- 
troduced. For this purpose information is required aS 
to the following points: — 

(a) the general purpose for which the station 
Is. whathat U. la i:aci;ukad 

for public or private communications, fo^^ 
experimental or instructional purposed » 
and whether it is to be fixed or portable, 
permanent or temporary), 

{h) the distance over which communication js 
desired, 

(c) in the case of a fixed station, the approxi- 
mate location, i.c., town, village, et^J- 

Note. — After receiving this information the Government ot 
India will, having regard to the location, be in a position to 
advise in respect of the type of installation required and tb® 
power necessary, and to allot suitable waves to each station. 
Unless such advice is obtained and followed there is a risk 
- tiiat stations might he erected in totally unsuitable siluatiol^s 
or tliat the apparatus might he quite inadequate for the purpose 
in view. In either case the station would probably prove to 
be a failure. On tlie otlier hand, too powerful a station might 
I>c erected involving unnecessary expenditure and probably 
causing undesirable interference with other stations. 

II. Wireless staiions^ whether oivncd hy a State 
or licensed by a Siaie, required for communicafio^^ 
with a station in British Indki,. — Such stations cau 
only be erected and worked under special arrange- 
ments with the Government of India, and the coxt- 
ditions {c.g., in regard to times of working, trafftc 
and rates) will Ixe regulated according to the circums- 
tances of each case. 

III. TI'Vj-clcss stations, tvheiher owned hy a State 
licensed hy a Siatc, required- for comiminicaiion tciih 
a station in o not her State. — Such stations can only bs 
erected and worked under mutual arrangements 
effected between the States concerned through tM 
Government of India. 
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IV. The following are the conditions generally* 
applicable to all wireless stations in British India 

in Indian States: — 

(a) Qualified operators should be employed 
whenever a transmitting set is operated > 

* See Appendix, Note I.* 
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: j\r, — contcL 

(lualifiecl operator must be in possession 
of a certificate gmnted by the Dircctor- 
General of Posts and Telegi-aplis, India, 
or bv the competent licensing authority 
in tlic United Kingdom or in any Bntisli 
possession or protectorate. 

A qualified operator is essential for the following 

Unless he is technically qualified he will not know 
whether his anparntiis is in correct working order or 
not and wiirnot be able to detect or remedy any 
faults arising from time to time. Technical qualih' 
cations are particularly necessary witli tho compli- 
cated apparatus employed now-a-days. 

[iil Unless he is qualified in operating duties he will be 
unable to understand the working of other stations 
or to operate Ins ov.n station correctly, with the 
result that he will not handle traffic efficiently, if at 
all, and in his efforts to obtain communication he 
may unknowingly cause great interference to other 
stations. 

(6) Call-signs and wave-lengths are allotted 
only by the Government of India and it 
is essential that the}' should be adhered 
to. 

(c) The power employed should be limited to 

that required adequately to provide tho 
communication intended from time to 
time. 

(d) It is essential in the interests of wireless 
communication generally that the States 
should agree to observe signals of control 
(‘* suspension of worldng temporarily ”, 
” adjustment of wave and power,” etc.), 
when made by Indian Government stations. 
Such signals will only b6 made on the 
authority of the Director of Wireless. 

(c) The States should recognise that on the 
occurrence of pny grave public etnergency, 
or in the interests of the public safety, the 
Governor- General in Council may, as a 
temporary measure — 

(i) take control* of any Wireless Telegraph 
Station owned or licensed by ^n Indian 
State, subject to {reasonable provision 
being made for State business, or 
(u*) direct that any messages or class of 
messages to or from any persons or class 
of persons, or relating to any particular 
subject, brought for transmission T5y, or 
transmitted or received by, any Wire- 
less Telegraph Station shall not be 
transmitted or shall be intercepted or 
detained or shall be disclosed to the 
Government or pn officer thereof men- 
tioned in the order. 

If any doubt arises as to the existence of a 
grave public emergency, or whether any. 
act done under sub -clauses (i) pnd (ji) of 
Clause III (r) was in the- interest of the 
public safety, a certificate signed by the 
Political Secretary to the Government of 
India or, in tlie case of States with which 
: the Local Government is in direct rela- 

- tions, a Secretary to the Local Goverii- 

' meat, would > bo conclusive proof on the 
point. 

. Since* the responsibility-, will rest ^nth the 
s for the working of Wirell?ss Telegi’aphs and 

* See ^^ppeadi.x, Koto 2. 


V, — conich" ^ 

e.xcepfc possibly in the case of a wireless 
telephone set of 30 ^vatts or less power, 

A qualified operator must bo in posses- 
sion of a certifiepte gi’anted by the 
Director General of Posts and Tele- . 
graphs, India, or by the competent 
certifying authority in the United 
Kingdom or in any British possession or 
protectorate. 

Kotk I. — The question of Indian States being authorised to 
grant certificates is reserved for future consideration. 

Note II. — A qualified operator is esscnlinl for tlie following 
reasons . • 

(i) Unless he- is teehnically qualified ))d will not know 

whether liis apparatus is in correct working order 
or not, and. will not 1 >d ahlo to detect or remedy 
any faults arising from time to time. Technical 
qualificatioiKS are particularly necessary with the 
complicated apparatus employed now-a-dnys. . . , 

(ii) Unless he is qualified in operating duties he will he ^ 

uiiahle to understand the working of otlier stations 
or to operate hi.s omi station correctly, until the X. 
result that he will not handle traffic efficiently, 
if at all, and in his efforts to obtain comrnuhica- 
' tion he may unknowingly cause great interference 
to otljer stations. 

(fi) Call-signs and wave-lengths are allotted 
only by the Government jof India and 
it is essential that they should be ad- 
hered to. 

(c) It is essential in the interests of wireless 
communication generally tliat'the States 
should agree to observe signals of 
control (c.f/., “ suspension of working 

temporarily ”, ” adjustment of wave 

and power ”, etc.), when made by Indian 
Government Stations. Such signals 
will only be made on the authority of 
the Direct or of Wireless. 

In the case of public emergency it is neces- 
sary for the British Government and the 
States to work in close co-operation, and 
the Imperial Government feel confident 
that they may rely on the Indian States 
to co-operate with them as -may be 
necessary on such occasions. 

Y. Since the responsibility will rest with the States 
for tho working of wkeless telegraphs and telephones 
within their territories, whether worked by the States 
or under licenses gr^inted by the States, it is desir- ! 
able that the terms of the licenses granted by the 
States should be similar to the terms cf the licenses 
granted in British India- . ^ 

VI, The Government of India are prei>ared, when 
desired, to advise on all matters concerning the design, 
siting and erection of stations. They are prepared. ■ 
on payment of cost, if accommodation and staff are 
available, to train supervising and operating staff and 
to specify, and order and, if necessary staff is avail-.. ’• 
able, to undertake erection of apparatus and plqint. * 
It \yould bo advantageous both to the Government of . - 
India and to States if the Director of ‘Wireless and 
his Gazetted Officers could be permitted to visit wirc-- 
Icss stations in the States, and similar, yisils to the 
wireless stations in British India could be arranged 
for the wireless officers of the States. 



* Seo Appendix, Note 2. 


V. — conckL 
ArPENDIX. 


Xoh: 1. — The nhllgntions laid on tiie Government of India 
l»y the Intornalionnl Radio'tclogrnpli Convention, which aro 
equally hincling both in normal times and emergencies, include 
control of — 

(n) typo of apparatus, 

{b) power to be used, 

(r) clinrnclcristics of wave emitted, 

(d) waves to bo used, 

(r) inlerference, 

(/) standards of qualification of operators, 

(< 7 ) operating procedure, 

XoTK 2. — Tlicro are strong technical reasons for requiring a 
stricter degree of control in time of grave public emergency 
or in the interests of public safety, vtz. : — 

[a) A Station might bo required as a linking SUtion 
between two Stations in Hritish India separated 
by the State in question and normally out of range 
of each other. 

(//) It might bo desirable to organise the Stations of 
separate but adjacent Stales or llio Stations of one 
State into a group to provide telegraph facilities 
for the Government of India. 

(r) The control of traffic might be desirable so as to 
obtain some of the benefits of ('i) and (h) without 
actually working tlie Stations. 

.(d) Stations might be of great value for intercepting 
enemy traffic, watching for .illicit Stations and 
general inlelligenco work in lime both of unrest 
and of v.-ar, wliich the Govermnent of India 
might jiot have foreseen. 

(r) If a State in which thero is unrest desires communi- 
cation with a Station in British India it may be 
advant.agcous to I bo Stale to asic the Oovcnmiont 
of India for assistance in operating tho State 
Station. 

(/) rrotoction of St.ations in British Indi.a and Stations 
of other States from malicious interference. 



EMPLOYMENT OE EUROPEAN BRITISH SUBJECTS, PENSIONERS, AND ALIEN: 

IN INDIAN STATES. 


I- 

Oiiginal summary j)lacc(l before ike GomviHicc of 
Princes in January 1920, as a basis for discussion, 

I. The obligation to obtain the prior approval of the 
Government of India to the employment of Europeans, 
the only aliens whose employment was at the time 
contemplated, dates from the 18th Century, and is 
provided for in treaties with many of tlio most impor- 
tant States, ranging from ITCb to 1881 . Some treaties 
stipulate that the employment oven of l^ritish Indian 
subjects requires the. approval of Government. The 
Government of India has consistently required the 
^bsen'ance of this obligation wliere imposed by treaty, 
ind in the case of other States it has been regarded 
IS a generally accepted, essential principle. Origi- 
lally the stipulation was made in Imperial interests, 
it a time wdien the rivalry of European powers was 
:n important factor in the politics of India. At a 
ater date the protection of the interests of the States 
gainst adventurers came into prominence, 
n. So far from entertaining objection to the cmploy- 
lent of European British subjects or aliens by Indian 
dates, the Government of India have ever^- desire to 
ncourage measures calculated to benefit the States, 
ut the restriction is still required in Imperial interests 
i the case of European British subjects, of British 
•ovemment servants and pensioners and of all aliens, 
hether European, Asian, African or American, bc- 
luse — 

(1) Tile development of potentially hostile in- 

fluences in the Indian States is still a possi- 
bility which cannot be ignored ; 

(2) The Government of India are responsible to 

other nations for the treatment of their 
nationals in Indian States; 

(3) They are in a position to obtain fuller informa- 

tion than the Darbars regarding the antece- 
dents of Eurbpean British subjects and aliens, 
a matter of importance in view of the danger 
of Bolshevist or other foreign intrigue; 

(4) They have a special interest in the welfare of 

European British subjects as being their own 
nationals, and of their own sers'ants and pen- 
sioners of whatever nationality. 

III. The present procedure is as follows; — 

(1) The Government of India desire that Darburs 

before taldng into their employment tempo- 
rarily or permanently a European British 
subject, a British Government servant or 
pensioner, of whatever nationality, or the 
subject of any Eoreign Power should obtain 
througli the usual political channel the 
approval of the authority empowered by tile 
rules of the Government of India from time 
to time in force to give it. 

(2) The Government of India do not desire to be 

consulted regarding the employment of 
Indian pensioners as sepoys or menials, or 
in any purely ministerial capacity, or regard- 
ing extensions of service or increases to emo- 
luments of pci*8ons other than Government 
serv’anhs or pensionor.s, engaged after con- 
mil tation with them. 


II. 

Summary as revised by the Standing Committee oj 
the Chamber of Princes at their meeting in ^^igxu’ 
192 i. 

Policy of the Government of India regarding 
employment in Indian States of European British sub 
jects. pensioners and aliens, other than those to whuuJ 
the Foreign Service Buies apply: — ^ 

(1) The consent of the Government of India is; 
required for the employment in Indian States ' 
of — 

(a) Europeans and Americans on a salai'j' ex- 
ceeding Bs. 900 a month, 

(h) Betired Members of the Indian Civil Ser- 
vice, or of the Political Department of the 
Government of India, 

(c) Betired British Officers of the Army em- 

ployed by States in a military capacity^ 
and 

(d) Aliens in any capacity. 

The Government of India should be informed, 
as soon as possible of the engagement of 
Europeans and Americans below the salary : 
limit above specified. 

(2) In cases of emergency there is no objection to 
provisional appointments being made by 
Billing Princes and Chiefs subject to the sub- 
.sequent consent of Government which will 
be asked for as soon as possible. 

(3) Subjecl to clause (1) above there is no restric- 
tion on the employment in Indian States of 
Indian pensioners. 

(4) The consent of the Government of India will 

not be required in the case of the temporary 
engagement of professional people, such as 
barristers, Doctors, Nurses, etc., on payment, 
of the usual fees. 




Memorandum explanatory oi Agendum No. .9, 


of cowpeimt ionfor land required for H^ailways in Indian Slates, 


The question of nsscssinent of compen- 
sation for land requirM for raihrays in 
Incliun Spates Avas, at the instance of the 
Standing Couunittce, considered by a com- 
mittee of oflicers of the Government of 
India and -Ministers States in May 
1921. Certain suggestions were made by 
this committee and the draft as revised 


•was placed before (he Standing Committee 
in August 1921 and was jiassed hy them 
with certain further amendments. The 
Summary ns amended by the Standing 
Committee is shown in column If of the 
Enclosure to tliis j\remorandum, and is 
for the approval of the Cliamhcr of 
Princes. 
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Agendum No. 

Asscssviait of compensation for land required for raihvaijs in Indian States. 


^mOIAE Y AS PREP.\EED BY THE FOREIGN 
POLITICAL DEP.VimiENT. 

I 

Tlic following arc the principles observed in the 
tssessment of compensation for Innd required in 
British India and in Indian States respectively for 
ailway purposes : — 

(0 IMicn land in British territory is rcquircrl 
for the purposes of railway constructed 
or to be constnicted at the expense of an 
Indian Slate, such land, ns is in private 
ov\mcrship, is acquired ])y the British 
revenue authorities as for a public pur- 
pose, tinder the pro\usions of the Land 
Acquisition Act. The State is required 
to pay, as compensation for the land 
made over to it, the actual amount of 
the awards paid in the case of private 
land, and, in the ease of Government 
land, the full market value phis such 
incidental items of expenditure ns the 
cost of establishment, demarcation, 
stationery. The State is also required 
to pay compensation for the value of 
extinguished land revenue, the amount 
to be settled by negotiation in indivi- 
dual casc.s, due regard being Imd to 
the indirect advantages nccniing to 
the British Government from the 
railway. Where difTerences of opinion 
occur between the State concerned and 
the local revenue authorities as to the 
compensation jiayablc on account of 
extinguished hand revenue, an arbiter is 
appointed i)y the Local Government 
concerned, or, in the ease of States in 
direct political relations with the Gov- 
ernment of India, by the Government 
of India, and Ins decision is final. 

(ii) Before making an award in tlie ease of 
private land to be acquired for a State, 
the responsible ofileer is required to 
give FufiicicMit notice to tlio officer of 
the Barbar concerned, and to take into 
considemtion any re pre.se n tat ion wliicli 
sucli officer may make, whether orally 
or letter. Sucli ofiicer is nflorded 
an opportunity of appearing in ]>erHr>n 
or by agent and of ])roducing evidence 
as to the value of the land, before any, 
award relating to it is innde. 

(m) When land is required in Stale territory 
for the purposes of Briti.rii railways 
])roper, the general princijdc to be ob- 
served is that, EO far as possible, the 
same degree of compensation shall be 
paid to the State concerned as is 


SmmARY AS REALISED BY THE STANDING 
COAIMITTEE IN AUGUST 1921. 

II 

The following j)rinciples shall be observed in the 
assessment of compensation for land required in 
British India and in Indian States rcspecrivcly for 
railway purposes : — 

(i) Wlien land in Britisli territory is required 
for the purposes of a railway constructed 
or to be constructed at the expense of an 
Indian Stale, nicli land as is in private 
ownership will bo acquired by the 
Britisli revenue authoritias as for a 
public purj)o?c, under the provisions of 
the Land Acqui.sition Act. The Statd 
will be required to pay, as compensa- 
tion for the land made over to itj the 
actual amount of the awards paid in the 
case of juivate land, and, in the case of 
Government land, the full market value 
plus such incidental it inns of expendi- 
ture as the cost of c.stablishniont, de- 
marcation, stationery. Tlie State will 
also be required to pay compensation 
for tlie value of cxtinguislied land 
revenue, the amount to be settled by 
negotiation in individual c.ascs, due 
regard being had to the indirect ad- 
vantages accniing to the British Gov- 
ernment from tile railway. AMicrc 
di fie re rices of opinion occur between 
the State concerned and the local 
. revenue authorities as to the compensa- 
tion jiayablo on account of c.xtinguishcd 
land rtveiiue, an arbiter will be nppoint- 
. ed by tlie Local Government concerned, 
or, in tlie case of Slates in direct political 
^ relations witii the Government of 
India, by the Government of India, 
and his decision shall be final, 

(it) Before making an award in the ease of 
^ private laiul in British territory to bo 
acquired for a Slate, the ro.spon.siblo 
officer v/ill be required to give sufficient 
noticr; to the ofiicer of tlie Darbar 
concerned, and to take into considera- 
tion an\’ representation which such 
officer may make, whether oral!}' or by 
letter. iSucb officer shall be aflordcd 
an opjiort unity of ap])caring in person 
or by agent and of producing cvidenco 
as to tlio value of the land, before an)” 
award relating to it is made. 

(ill) AVhen land in required in State territory 
for the purposes of British railways 
proper, the general jirinciple to be ob- 
served shall bo that the same degree of 
compenHation sliall be paid to the State 
concerned as is payable by States under 
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II 

(1511) lYheii a Government railway or a rail- 
way worked by a Company,, or by 
a State dr States is constructed in State 
territory, tJie general principle to be 
observed vdll be that such a railway 
shall enjoy the same rights as regards 
quarrjdng stone or excavating mate- 
rial as a railway would be entitled to 
in British territory,^ tlie rates of 
ro3’'alty payable being determined in ac- 
cordance with ilie rules in force in the 
State, subject to the maximum rates 
payable for similar materials in the 
nearest British District. In cases 
where there are no rules, resort will 
be had to arbitration in the manner 
provided in clause (iv) above. 

{vni) IV here land outside the regular land 
widths, as prescribed in Sections VII 
and VIII and Appendix A in the 
Ellies for the acquisition of land for 
railways (Enclosure to Eailwa}” Board’s 
Circular 1^0. 889-P.— 16, dated 30th 
August 1918), is required for temporary 
occupation tho procedure in British 
India will be under Part VI of the 
Land Acquisition Act, and in States 
in which a Law on the same lines 
is in force, under \hat Law\ In 
cases where there is no such Law 
the terms of occupation and use 
will be settled by muvual agreement ; 
and in case" of dispute as to the 
terms, by arbitration in the manner 
prescribed in clause (tu). 


*Not 3. — jcc pr;p\ge 



Memorandum EKplanatory of Agendum No. 10. 


Radio Broadcasting in British India and its A])idication to Indian States. 

The Summary regarding Kadio Broadcasting hi British India and its applica- 
tion to Indian States was considered by the Standing Committee of the Chamber 
of Princes at tlie meetings lield in August 1924. The Committee agreed to the 
recommendation that arrangements should be made whereby a State may issue 
its own licenses to persons wishing to use Broadcast Beceivers in the State and 
hand over a projiortion of the fees to any Broadcasting Company wliich, although 
established in British India, does in fact serve the State, on the understanding 
that reciprocal arrangements will be made in the case of a Broadcasting Company 
established in a State. 
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RADIO BROADCASTING IN BRITISH INDIA AND ITS APPLICATION 

TO INDIAN STATES. 

Broadcast Receivers 

The Government of India propose to license private enter- 
prise to provide Broadcasting services in British India in the 
near future. It is the intention that the Director General of 
Posts and' Telegraphs will issue at certain Post Offices in 
British India licenses for Broadcast Receivers on demand and on 
payment of an annual fee of Rs. 10/-. Of this fee Rs. 8/- will 
accrue to the licensee of the Broadcasting Station. Records 
of the name and address of Broadcast Receiver Licensees and the 
location of their receivers will he kept. Under existing con- 
ditions such licenses will not he issued in respect of Receivers 
to he located in an Indian State. There appears to he no rea- 
son, however, why private individuals in Indian States should 
he deprived of the pleasures and benefits of "listening-in** 
to Broadcasting Stations operating in British India, and it 
seems desirable to devise some arrangement whereby listeners-in 
in Indian States may subscribe the'ir share to the Broadcasting 
Service in the same manner as listeners-in in British India. 

It is suggested accordingly that arrangements should he 
made whereby a State might issue its own licenses to persons 
wishing to use Broadcast Receivers in the State and hand over 
a proportion of the fees to any Broadcasting Company which, 
although erected in British India, does in fact serve the State. 
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Appendix to Regulation IV. 

* * 5|-' ' Hi ❖ 

Part V.— States IN Central India, . 

Khauiadhana, Sarila, Beri, Biliat, Garauli, Gaiirihar, Banka-paliri, Bijna, 
Dliurwai, Tori' Fatelipur, * Jigni;, Liigasi, Alipiira, Naigawan Eebai, Nagod, 
Baraundlia, Jaso, Kotliiy SohaAval, Bhaisaiindlia, Palira, Paldeo, Taraon, Kamta 
Eajaula. Eurwai, Muliamnxadgarli, Piploday Pantli Piploda, Johat, Eatiiiaivara, 

Math war, Ratanmal, Jamnia/Niinklicra. 

X B. AVOOD, 

Secretary to the Government oj India. 

FOREIGN AND POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

NOTIFICATION. 

Simla i the 12th September y 1921. 

No. 645-R.— In pursuance of Eegulation (5) of the “ EegulationXfor the 
appointment of Representative 'Members ’’ forming Part W of tlie First Regula- 
tions appended to the Constitution of tlic Chamber of Princes, published i\ith the 
Notification of the Government of India in the Foreign and Political Department, 
No. 262-R., dated the 8th Februar}^ 1921, and amended, by Notifications No. 321- 
R., dhted the 16th March 1921, and No. 353-R., dated the 13th April 1921, His 
Excellency the A^iceroy has approved of the following Rules for- the election of a 
Representative Member by the Rulers of the vStates specified in Part A^ of the 
Appendix to Regulation lA^, being Ruling Chiefs of Central India, namely 

(1) Each of the Ruling Chiefs specified in Part A^ of the Appendix to Regu- 
lation lA^ shall, provided that he is rnling over his own State, he {i) 
eligible for election as a Representative, Member^ and {ii) entitled to 
vote at an election of a Representative Member. Such Ruling Chiefs 
are hereinafter referred to as ^ electors.’ 

:}: Hi ^ ^ Hi Hi ifi 

J. B. WOOD, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 



Memorandum oxplanatorv oi agendum 
No. 10. 

Tlu' will lu* 

moved by His Ifitrbtiess the Mahnr.ijn 
of Alwar;™ 

That tlu' Xarendra Mnndu! rconi)- 
n<en(L< to Hi * the Vieorov 

:ha? the priv!le;:c of import iiig g‘»ds 
orr^ona! u«c\ rtKt^»ni^v fivv. hithorl*' 
enjoyed by witii r^ihites uf lU 

and 111 ;4un< ^^:^y bo oNaemled to nil 
P.*5niV4i with <nhsse'» of U ar^d over 
who are hereditnrv Mrjnberr* of thi» 
Mandol/* 


Memorandum explanaton^ of agendum 
No. 11. 

The foHowiie^^ l^e ^huion will b' 
looved by Hi^^ iiitrbne-s the Mnhanun 
of Ahvar : — 

V That the Xarendra ‘Marelnl reeom* 
mera!^ So l>:o:*l!e!ify t!ie l^rvddeus 
that the fo!lovr}n;j: e.dditifnj be rnado 
hofore Ktile 21 of ?!h* iJtths fnr the con* 
duct of hieo'tie-- in i!o* ("hni^d^er of 
IVincvs : — 

* Orilitiarily the pn*-: redin;:^ t»f the 
(■ham 1 >:'r will leit held ist tJttb 
hV and itrlrni'^'^inn Sei the irallerv 
v/il! Iw' liv <pe< ial nrnuigenient : 
btu. on site mot ion i>f any Member 
i>r Pepre :>»nt:tS ivr who 

dfvtrr- to !r;Ove a IJowilntion, tlie 
tnny reeYenm.enr! to the 
Predilen? that fh*' pnblit' may U* 
xohnitte.i tf? r!e^ raJlerv 
the d{yu n^*-ion f^f * ueh rv‘ olntinn 
jind rhro flu* pr^^eedino^i b* pnb 
!i*^be<L 2 t Ie*nr.‘ r-jt irr nto 
ytu\i tneiion ’-luMibl bepivet^ either 
orally jri flje t*ba!eb*r i*r b\' 
ht tfie re!;trv of th»' ^hnno 
b r/’ ' 


?»Tr:morandum or-rplanaton,* of agendttm 
No. 12. 

The |oiI«T.v!je:f U^'^lntion w*il! b 
ra^’iVf'd h\' IJi., ^bdmraia 

of Ahvar:— 

** fhe Karetjrlra Mroidid re^iolvoi tlnnf 
the btatjdititf ^lueild exxindne 

ihe^ nt'teerotn^ u e'd in re peef to 

Prinreri and th iv Jn their rein- 

ttnii v.dth the rmp**rin) rh^vernment n.nd 


rfee rer>v/ am! in canes where such 
nlnvr^n'olnjj^y is found be objerlionnble, 
{hat it shotild rmanmend sttilahle 
euKailtitej/* 


Momornndum explanalory of ngendtun 
No, 13. 

The followitiu llesolution will l)e 
noved hy Tfis liighne^'S the Maharaj.a 
of (AvalifU' :- 

“ 'riiis bhamher resolves (hat His 
Excellency the Viceroy !>e •requested to 
amend the Hesolution of the (tovern- 
incut of India in the h'oreign and Politi- 
ral Depart immt So. 1^0 IT . A., dsited 
thc2T(h Amnisf Un7. relating to the 
administration of an Indian State 
during a minority^ so i\< to provide 

(r;) that no lluter should he expect- 
erl to deei<h\ oite wav or the 
other, m regard to itnportanl 
matters, on the a^^^^umption of 
powers, and 

(h) that Tto Euler slmuld ordinarily, 
until seven years after tlie 
assumption of powers, be 
" called upon \o c^omndt hine^olf 
irrevocably in regard to any 
important mcnsiires taken 
fluring his minority/’ 


Memorandum cKplannlorv of agendum 
No. 14. 

1‘he fullowimr !h‘o|uti<ni will he 
rawed bv fiiLduusvi the Malmrnja 
of Patiala * 

Inasmtnh n*; the (bwennnent of 
Imlin. rcvi-*‘d rate* of leave ami |>ens5oe 
C‘»nt ribuf ioiis. uavable Iw Stales <>n ae- 
(^ittnt <tf OthfaM'-' on foreign Service 
under I’umlanu^ntal I'ulcs, tend to dis- 
caurage the loan csf tJovernment Ofik^ers 
to Indian State bv throwing on them 
: tt exccs^dvf* ami nu unne/‘essarv hurdon. 
(bis llouSf* rcrolvc*- that, .as an equit- 
able s diition oi the ;frohletu, Ilis Excel- 
Icncv the Viceroy may he r<‘Cjnested lo 
atnend the ruh*s by Irvving- 

(I) cent riluit inn bn* pension only 
on Pritish Imlinn pay nml 
leaving the Imli/m .'■States to 
flay the leave alIo\vnm*es w’hile 
the ofluHM* IS in k’oreign Service, 
and 



2 


(2) on reversion of tliat officer to 
Government service the State 
may be required to pay — 

(a) a projiortionate share of 
the leave allovsrances, if 
any, actually paid hy 
the Government of India 
in respect of the leave, 
with extra leave allow- 
ance earned by him in 
Foreign Service, and 

(b) proportionate higher’ con- 

tribution for pension if 
the Officer retires within 
three' years of his rever- 
sion.” 


Memorandum explanatory of agendum 
No. 15. 

The following Kesolution will be 
moved by Kis Higliness the Maharaja 
of Patiala : — 


considered unless made within 
^ of the dates on which 
the Darbar concerned is in- 
formed of the ruling or receives 
the advice in question.” 


Memorandum explanatory of agendum 
No. 16. 

The fol Wing Resolution will be. 
moved by His Highness the Maharai 
liana of Dholpur : — 

definite principles exist 
applicable to Indian States with regard 
to rijiarian rights, and various decisions 
have sometimes established different 
pnnciples, which lead to difficulties in 
disputes between the States. The 
•Garendra Mandal resolves that the 
following Committee be appointed to o'o 
into the whole question of riparian 
lights and to report ultimately to the 
Chamber : — ‘ .. , 


" Resolved that this Chamber do 
recommend to His Excellenc 3 ' the Vice- 
roy that the Resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India in the Foreign and Politi- 
cal Department No. 427-R., dated the 
29th October 1920 be amplified by tlie 
addition of the following paragraph : — 

No application for the appoint- 
ment of a Court of Arbitration 
under this Resolution will be 


1. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Alwar. 

2. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Nawanagar. , 

3. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Panna. 

4. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Patiala. 

5. His Highness the , Maharaj 

Rana of Dholpur,”. 



Uolln— I* XI— 783— l l.ix*24~r>50 
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Memorandum explanatory of Agendum No. 19' j 


THE ELECTION OP THE CHANCELLOR. 


Under tlie provisions of file First Regulations, Part 1, 

clause 2, the Chancellor will hold office until the conclusion 
1 ^, 

of the first annual meeting after that at which he was elected., 
A Chancellor has, therefore, to he elected for the period 
which will begin at the close of the meetings of , the Chamber 
in November 1924. It is permissible under the ■ First Regula- 
tions for a member, whose term as Chancellor is expiring, to be 
re-elected as Chancellor for a successive term, and the retiring 
Chancellor is eligible for re-election. 


Memorandum explanatory of Agendum No. 20. 


THE ELECTION OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE. 


'Under Part II, clause 4, of the First 'Regulations, the, 
term of office of the members of the present Standing Committee 
will expire on the conclusion cf the meetings of the Chamber 
of Princes to be held in November 1924, and fresh elections 
have to he made. The present members are eligible for re- 
election. 


s 








(2) on reversion of 
'■ Government service the btate 
may be required to pay— 

(a) a proportionate share of 
the leave allowances, it 
any. ' actually paW J?y 
the Government of India 
in respect of the leave, 
with extra leave allow- 
ance earned by him in 
Foreign Service, and 
(&) proportionate higher con- 
tribution for pension if 
the Officer retires within 
three years of his rever- 
sion.” 


Mexnoranduin explanatory of agendum 
No. 15. 

The following Resolution will be 
moved by His Highness the Maharaja 
of Patiala : — 

“Resolved that this Chamber do 
recommend to His Excellenc)^ the Vice- 
roy that the Resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India in the Foreign and Politi- 
cal Department Ho. 437 -R., dated the 
29th October 1920 be amplified by the 
addition of the following paragraph : — 

No application for the appoint- 
ment of a Court of Arbitration 
under this Resolution will be 


considered unless made within 
5 years of the dates on which 
the Darbar concerned is in- 
formed of the ruling or receives 
the advice in question.” 


Memorandum explanatory of agendum ' 
No, 16. 

The following Resolution .will be. 
moved by His Highness the Maharaj 
Rana of ’Dholpur: — 

“As no definite principles exist 
applicable to Indian States .with regard 
f o rijrarian rights, and various, decisions 
have sometimes established different. 
]irinciples, which lead to difficulties in 
disputes between the States. The 
Narendra Mandal resolves that the 
following Committee he appointed to go 
into the whole question of riparian 
lights and to report ultimately to the 
Chamber: — ■ 

1. His Highness the Maharaja of 
Alwar. 

■ 2. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Nawanagar. 

3. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Panna. 

4. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Patiala. 

5. His Highness the Maliaraj' - 
' Rana of Dholpur.”. 
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Memorandtim explanatory of Agendum No. 1 &. 


THB ELECTION OF THE CHANCELLOR. 


Under the provisions of the First Regulations, Part 1, 
clause 2, the Chancellor will hold office until the conclusion 
of the first annual meeting afier that at which he was elected.^ 
A Chancellor has, therefore, to he elected for the period 
which will begin at the close of the meetings of , the Chamber 
in November 1924. It is permissible under the ■ First Regula- 
tions for a member, whose term as Chancellor is expiring, to be 
re-elected as Chancellor for a successive term, and the retiring 
Chancellor is eligible for re-election. 


4 

Memorandum explanatory of Agendum No. 20. > 


THE ELECTION OF THE STaNDINO COMMITTEE. 


'Under Part II, clause 4, of the First 'Regulations, the. 
term of office of the members of the present Standing Committee 
will expire on the conclusion of the meetings of the Chamber 
of Princes to be held in November 1924, and fresh elections 
have to be made. The present members are eligible for re- 
election. 


V 




Proceedings of the firgt day. 

November 17th, 1924, 


The Chniiiber assembled at tlic Assembly Cliambcr at 11 on Jfonday, tho 
l7th ^November 1921. llis Excellency the Vicci'oy presided. 

The following lUiling Princes and Chiefs were present : — 

Kashmir. 

His Highness tho Mnlmmja of Kashmir. 

Madras (Madras States). 

The Nawab of BanganajKillo, 


Bombay (including Slates of Western India). 


His Highno.ss the* Rnja of Bariya. 

The P.ant Snehiv of Bhor. 

II is llighiDss the Maharaja of Dhmngntlhra. 
The Baja of d.a^vahar. 

Tho Tiini;ur of Kad.ann. 

’The Thaknr Sahil> of HirnlKli. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Xarvanagar. 


The Thakur Sahib of PalitaiiA. 

His llighiu*ss tho Malm raja of Porbanclar. 
His Highness the [Maharaja of llajpipla. 
The Chief of Sangli. 

The Thaknr Sahib of IVndhwan. 

His Highness the Baj Saheb of IVankanor. 


Punjab (including Punjab States). 


The Bana of Baghat. 

His Highness the Na\mh of Bahawalpnr. 
The Baja of Kalsia. 

His Highness the Maliaraja of Kajmrtbala, 
The Narml) of Loharu. 


His Highness the Nawab of Malcrkothi, 
His Highness the Maharaja of Patiala. 
Ilis Higliness the Maharaja of Sirniur. , 
His Highness the Baja of Sukei. 


Bihar and Orissa. 


The Maliamja of Sonpur. 


j TIic Baja of Talelicr. 

Central India. 


His Highness the Ka'^^nh of Bnoni, 

His Highness the Baja of Jhabun. 

His Highnes's tiie Maharaja of Orchlia. 
His Highness the Maharaja of Panna. 


His Highness the Jlahamja of Bewa. 
His Highness tho Baja of Sailana. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Satnthar. 
llis Highness the Baja of Sil.aman. 


Gwalior. 

His Ilighness'the Alnhamja Sciudia of Gwalior. 


^ Rajputana. 

His Ilighnej^s tlie ^^almraja of Alwar. J' . His Highness the ^^nha^^wal of Jaisnlmer. 

His Highnes^^ tlio Maharaja of Bikaner; | His l/ighness the Maharaja of Jodhpur. 

His Ilightu-^H tlie Mniiaraj Bnna of Dliolpur. I Hi« Highness tlie Maharab of Kolnh. 

Sikkim. 

lb‘s Highnw; the Maharaja of Silddin. ’• 

( 29 ) 



On arrival His Excellency the Viceroy 
delivered the following speeches 

Your Highnesses, 

My thoughts, and I am sure yours 
also, centre this morning upon the very 
sad and very distressing news which 
reached us last night of the death of Mr. 
Edwin Montagu. He has passed away 
almost before he had emerged from early 
youth. His career will always be asso- 
ciated with his labours on behalf of 
India. He will always be remembered 
as an ardent and devoted champion of 
India’s cause and lover of India’s in- 
terests. VTiatever differences of opinion 
may exist in regard to the policy with 
which his name has been closely associat- 
ed, none will ever question his earnest- 
ness, his sincerity and his patriotism in 
service to India and his all-abiding 
enthusiastic belief in the destiny of 
India as bound up with the British 
Empire. (Hear, hear). Standing here 
at this moment, addressing Your High- 
nesses in the Chamber of Princes, I can- 
not but recall, as I am sure those among 
you do who took an active part in the or- 
ganisation and the constitution of this 
Chamber, the zealous efforts, the 
valuable labours Mr. Montagu contribut- 
ed in bringing about the existence of this 
Chamber. He playqd a very large part 
and he himself most earnestlj" hoped, — 
more than hoped, was convinced,— that 
this Chamber would have a successful 
career. 

Your Highnesses, I do not 2 iropose to 
say more. I am well aware that you 
yourselves will desire to give expression 
to 5 ’’our own sentiments during the course 
of the proceedings of this morning. • I 
feel m3'self deeplj’’ the loss of a valued 
colleague in the Cabinet and in the 
public life of England in which he a,nd I 
were at one time very closely associated, 
and the loss of a lover of India and to 
me of a very old and attached and highly 
valued personal friend. 


Your Highnesses, 

One year and nine months have elaps- 
ed since the last meeting of this Chamber 
and it gives me great pleasure to wel- 
come Your Highnesses once again -at 
this, your fourth session. l am very glad 
to see so many of Your Highnesses pre- 
sent, to-day., Our meetings must be well 
attended if the Chamber is to fulfil the 
■high purpose for which it was estab- 


lished. It was desirable to postpone the 
meeting which had been provisionally 
fixed for November 1923, as the Chamber : 
had met in the previous Eebruary and 
it was thought unnecessary to have .two ' ■ 
meetings in one year. Matters of suffi- 
cient importance to justify discussion by ' 
the Chamber of Princes can, save in 
exceptional circumstances, be dealt with 
in one annual meeting. I have ahvaj’s 
been anxious that the Chamber should •' 
not be summoned except for the discus- - 
sion of matters of real interest. I know ■ 
that Your Highnesses share this view 
and earnestly desire that the Chamber 
should maintain and improve its posi- 
tiou and not be open to criticism in this 
respect . E or this Teason , I 'weieome the ' 
appearance of so manj’^ private resolu- 
tions among the Agenda which will add . 
to the interest of our deliberations. 

We have to mourn the loss of five 
Members of this Chamber who have : 
passed away since the last occasion on , 
which we niet, His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Travancore, in whom your Order 
has lost a most distinguished Member, 

His Higlmess the Maharaja of Tripura, t 
His Highness the Raja of Narsingarh, 
the Raja of Chhota Udepur and the Raj 
Saheb of Akalkot. Your Highnesses 
will, I feel assured,' desire with me to 
record our deep regret that they 'have . ^ 
passed away from us. There is in addi- ' 
tion a Member of this Chamber to whom 
our heart-felt condolence is due. Her 
Highness the Begum of Bhopal has ; 
suffered t-nn grievous bereavements . 
within the space of a few months, and 
I am sure that Your Highnesses; will , i 
desire that an expression of your pro- 
found sympathy with Her Highness and 
of your regret at the loss of her two 
distinguished sons should be commu- 
nicated to her. 

Since Eebruary 1923 the Standing 
Committee of this Chamber has met on i. 
three occasions and good progress has - 
been made in regard to the questions 
under discussion by the Committee. Four 
Resolutions dealing ■ndth matters of con- 
sideraWe imjiortance have been issued 
by the Government of India since the last 
meeting of the Chamber. These Resolu- 
tions deal Avith the grant of prospecting . 
licenses and mining leases, and with the^ 
construction and maintenance of rail- 
ways, telegraph sj^stems, and telephone . 
systems in .Indian States. - These ques- 
tions have, now been .settled to the satis- 
faction both of the dinperial Govern- 
ment and the- States, nnd agreement 
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has been reached in regard to those 
matters ■which call for mutual assistance- 
and co operation. The States will, in 
hiturc, enjoy a position of greater in- 
dependence in regard to the develop- 
ment of railways, telcgraidis, tele- 
phones, and mines within their own 
territories, and T trust it will be found 
that the removal of well-meant restric- 
tions will stimulate enterprise. 

I now turn to the Agenda which i.s to 
be placed before Your Highnesses on 
this occasion. Yoii will receive from 
Their Highnesses the ^^aharajas of 
Bikaner, Nawanagar and Alwnr state- 
ments regarding their valuable work ns 
Eepresenlativcs of India at meetings 
and Conference.s in Europe in 1922, 1923 
and 1924. Our grateful appreciation is 
due to Their nighnesses and we felicitate 
them upon the very able and distinguish- 
ed manner in which they performed their 
responsible tasks, and we sliall listen 
with interest to tlie statements they arc 
about to make. Your Highnesses will 
I am sure, desire to extend a hearty wcl 
come to His Highness the Jfaharaja of 
Bikaner, who has just returned from 
Geneva, where he took a j)rominent part 
in the deliberations of one of the most 
important sessions of the League of 
Xafions hitherto held. We warmly con- 
grattilate His Hitrhne.ss on the highly 
succe.=sfid manner in which he has 
carried out the duties undertaken by 
him and we deeply appreciate the 
keennc.s.s and enthusiasm wliich have 
inspired him to insist on laying his 
statement before the Chamber, while the 
events to which it refers are still fresh 
in our memories. I am well aware that 
these duties arc often undertaken by 
Billing Princes at some sacrifice of 
personal convenience. The importance 
of these meetings cannot be over-esti- 
mated and I de.siro to e.xpre.ss my high 
apjirccintion of the sjiirit that prompts 
them to engage in these responsibilities 
and to devote their oajmcitics to tlie.se 
.scn'ice.s to tlie Empire and to India. 

The Beports of (he Standing Commit- 
tee on wireless telegraphy, dcaling.s lic- 
tween Indian States and capitalists and 
financial agents, the construction of 
tramways, am! the employment of 
European British .subjects, pcnsioncr.s, 
and aliens in Indian Slates will be laid 
liefore Your Higbuosses for considera- 
tion. The stimman' regarding wireless 
telegraphy and telefdiniiy in Indian 
States, which has been prcjiarccl by tlie 
Committee in consultation with the 


carious Departments concerned, con- 
tains proposals for an organisation 
which the members of the Committee 
recommend as necessary for efi'ectivc 
co-operation between the wireless 
authorities in British India and the 
authorities in the Indian States. Y^our 
Highnesses will readily understand the 
need for co-ordination if an effec- 
tive system of wireless communica- 
tion is to be established throughout 
this country. The whole atmos- 
phere is ' open to messages, but, 
unless tliey are properly modu- 
lated and controlled, they will 
clash in the air and interfere with each 
other and this wonderful medium of 
communication may be rendered ineffec- 
tual. In regard to the summary on tlie 
subject of dealings between Indian 
States and capitalists yon will observe 
that the Committee recommend tliat the 
existing sy.stem in force should be liber- 
alised. They also recommend amendment 
in a similar spirit of the arrangements 
in regard to tiamways in Indian States, 
wliile the proposals regarding the future 
employment, of Eurojiean British sub- 
jects, pensioners, and aliens in Indian 
States constitute a considerable relaxa- 
tion of the re.strietions at present in 
force. On this, as on other subjects, the 
Government of India will reserve their 
opinion until the views of Your 
Highnesses liavc been a.scertained and 
the necessary authorities consnlfed.. 

There remain the summaiy relating 
to compensation for railway lands in 
Indian States, which is little more than 
a consolidation of the present rule.s, and 
that which deals with radio broadcast- 
ing, a recent development which in 
British India is still in its early 
infancy. 

I now iiass on to deal with certain 
other matters wliich, though they arc not 
before the Cliamber for consideration, 
arc, I know, of great interest to many 
Members of your Order. 

In the first place, it is, I think, desir- 
able that I should explain to Your 
Higbne.sse.s the po.sition in regard to the 
recommendations made by the Com- 
mittee n])i)oinle(l by the Chamber on the 
nth February 1923, to consider the rc- 
commcmlntioris of (be Fiscal Commis- 
sion. That.-' Committee submitted a 
report to the. Chamber on (he 10th Feb- 
ruary making certain recommendations 
in regard to (ho future fiscal policy of Uie 
Government of India towards the Indian 
States. Since then the question has 



32 . 


been under consideration by tbe Depart- 
ments 'of the Government, of India which 
are concerned. Your 'Highnesses will 
readily understand that the question of 
the allocation of the customs reyenue, 
which is the most important of the re- 
commendations made by the Committee, 
is one of grave difficulty. The consider- 
ation of this matter has occupied 
many months and I regret that it is not 
yet complete. Before the next session 
of the Chamber, however, I hope that 
we shall have arrived at certain conclu- 
sions and I shall then be in a position 
to inform Your Highnesses of our atti- 
tude in regard to this question. 


Another question, very dear to certain 
distinguished Members of this Chamber, 
is that which has come to be known as 
the question of the analytical and syn- 
thetical methods. Your Highnesses 
will remember that, when the codifica- 
tion of political practice was first taken 
up in 1919, it was suggested at the 
Standing Committee that an analytical 
rather than a synthetical method of pro- 
cedure should be followed, that the 
general_ position of the Indian States 
vis-a-vis the Government of India 
should first be authoritatively stated, 
and. that this should be taken as the 
basis for the decision of individual 
points and for the codification of poli- 
tical practice. Lord Chelmsford in his 
opening speech at the Conference held 
in November 1919 mentioned this 
suggestion which he described as a pro- 
posal that, in the hope of defining the 
true position of the States -Dis-o-'cis the 
. Government of India, we should scruti- 
nise and test our practice in the light of 
principles to be abstracted from 
the body of treaties and' engagements, 
rather than by endeavouring to derive 
principles from the body of case-law 
which had gradually grown up. 


The latter method of procedure 
still in operation, although, as must 
expected, it occasional^ gives rise 
difficulties. /• It was suggested recent 
•; at the Standing Committee that j 
attempt might be made to overcome t 
difficulties by recourse ' to analytic 
: methods. A commencement was ma 
..with 'the examination of the mr 
ancient treaties between the East Ind 

'wSuL'"'"'}. States. 

. was tound, however, as I had miro, 

a^nticipated, before the examinatioTh 

proceeded. very far, that this method 

analysing the relations of the Indi 


States with , the British Government -. 
presented great "difficulties and that it '! 
■ would be unlikely to produce within a 
reasonable time any very useful results. 
Eurther exploration will be made with J 
the object of attempting to deduce provi- 
sional principles by means other than 
the_ synthetic method. This will neces- 
sarily take time and wte cannot be con- 
fident that the right solution will be 
found in this direction. In any event 
it must be distinctly understood that the 
further examination to which I have 
adverted will in no sense commit either, : 
the Government of India or the Princes 
to the adoption of the result. 

Your Highnesses may be interested to 
learn the progress made towards the 
establishment of direct relations be- 
tween the Government of India and those ■ 
States which have hitherto been in poli- ■ 
tical relations with Local Governments. 

In November, 1921, all- the salute States 
in the Punjab, were taken into direct 
relations with the Government cxf India, i 
In October 1923 an Agent to the .! 
Governor General was appointed for 
the five States in, the Madras Presi- 
dency, and only a few weeks ago the 
three Agencies of Kathiawar,, Cutch and 
Palanpur were brought into direct rela- 
tions with the Central Government 
through’ an Agent to the Governor 
General. A few daj’^s hence I propose 
to visit Eajkot in order to acquaint 
myself with the local conditions and to 
• assui’e the Princes and Chiefs in the new 
Western India States Agency of the , 
personal interest which I and my Gov- 
ernment feel in them and their affairs-. 

Your Highnesses -will, I think, agree ; 
that considerable progj'ess has been made 
in giving effect to the policy of direct 
relations, but the process must of nece.?- 
sity be a gradual one. ’ . . . 

The analogous -problem in the case of 
the States alread}^ in direct, relations 
with the Government of India has 
received my^ earnest consideration. 

J\ early, four years ago the Gwalior State 
Was separated from the Central India 
Agency and was brought into direct rela- 
tions with the Government of India 
through a' single intermediary. The 
case of the Rajputana Agency has also 
engaged the attention of the Government 
of India within the last few' months. 1 
am not in a position at present to make 
any announcement, but you may depend 
upon it that no decision w'ill be reached 
save after most careful examination ,anc! 
consideration, . 
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Your Highnesses, among the many 
duties of my office none is of greater im- 
portance or carries higher distinction 
than that of presiding at the delibera- 
tions of the Princes and Pulers at the 
N^arendra Mandal. Permit me to add that 
this duty has to me become a pleasure, I 
regard its performance rather as a high 
privilege than as a heavy task. During 
the period of my Viceroyalty I have had 
the felicity to become acquainted with 
many of the Princes and Rulers, and, as 
time has progressed, the acquaintance 
has in numerous instances ripened into 
warm friendship . Consequently in each 
succeeding year I have approached the 
date of the assembling of this Chamber 
with increased pleasure by reason of the 
daily meetings which ensue during this 
period, with deeper knowledge of Your 
Highnesses’ ' burdens and responsibilities 
■ resulting from my closer and more inti - 
mate study of them, and with wider sym- 
pathy and understanding consequent 
upori;my own ever-growing experience of 
the perplexities and difficulties of Gov- 
ernment. It is unfortunately a proposi- 
tion of general application that, not- 
withstanding the most earnest desire on 
the part of a Ruler to administer his 
State in the highest interests of the 
people and his determination to labour 
persistently for their advantage, his 
actions, however beneficent, will be 
subject to misunderstanding and alas ! 
too often to misrepresentation. But 
the wise and just Ruler will be 
prepared for disappointments and 
ready to meet difficulties. He has 
learnt that the ’ inarch along the road 
of progress and development is not easy 
and that obstacles are certain to be en- 
countered. 'fhese observations will 
doubtless lead, and probably have 
already led. Your Highnesses to re- 
flections upon the political movements in 
British India .since the introduction of 
the- Reforms. I know that Your High- 
nesses ha.ve not failed to watch the course 
of events -and have pondered upon their 
significance and their possible reactions 
on the Indian States. To some of ■ Your 
. Highnesses the thought may even have 
occuri-ed whether those rights and privi- 
leges <hitherto so scrupulously respected, 
whether those relations defined or un- 
defined of the States and their Rulers 
with Government and the Crown in the 
past so uarefully observed, whether that 
ueeree of sovereignty possessed by each 
Ituling Prince up to this time unques- 
tioned and undisturbed, -migljt not in 


some way be affected by the changes made 
in the structure, of Government' in 
British India. I feel sure that, if. any 
such apprehension should exist , in any 
mind, I need only recall to Your High- 
nesses that, in the Royal Proclamation 
announcing His Majesty the King- 
Emperor’s assent to the Government of 
India Bill of 1919, His Majesty in the 
clearest terms announced his determi- 
nation ever to maintain unimpaired the. 
privileges, rights and dignities of . the 
Princes of India; and at the inaugura- 
tion of this Chamber by the King- 
Emperor’s command' His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Connaught re- 
. stated in the following memorable words 
the key-notes of Imperial policy in regard 
to these questions : — 

“ The sanctity of treaties is a cardinal 
article of Imperial policy. It was 
affirmed by my beloved mother the Great 
Queen Victoria in her famous Proclama- 
tion of 1858. It was reaffirmed by King 
Edward VII, and His present Majesty 
King George V has once more announced 
in his Proclamation his determination 
ever to maintain unimpaired the privi- 
leges, _ rights and dignities of the Princes.. 
Nothing is wanting to mark the solem- 
nity of this time-honoured enga,ge- 
ment; and no words of mine are needed 
to reassure Your Highnesses that, the 
British Government will stand faith- 
fully by its promises.” 

There are, however, aspects in .which 
the spirit of progress and development 
may affect the States. Vffiile Your 
Highnesses can rest assured that my 
Government recognise freely the. internal 
sovereignty to which your various 
treaties and engagements' entitle you, 
the BT-itish Government and my Govern- 
ment know that they can rely upon you 
to continue to administer your States 
with justice and enlightenment. I am 
well aware that Your Highnesses realise 
and treasure the confidence that His 
Majesty and Government repose in you 
and that it is your desire ever to strive 
for the greater happiness and prosperity 
of your subjects and so . to add by your 
actions to the strength of the Empire of 
which your States form a part; With 
changing conditions it may not alwavs 
be easy to compass your desire, but the 
Princes have-- the inestimable ad- 
vantage anS the? valuable assist- 
ance of one of the .greatest of all 
possessions, for there is no finer herit- 
age than the trust and attachment which 
• ■ the subjects of a well administered 


State have for their Ruler. It will 
always be the task of an enlightened 
Ruler fully to grasp and understand 
changing conditions and by sagacious 
policy to guide and encourage the cur- 
rents of thought into wise and proper 
channels; and thus he will retain un- 
impaired, nay even strengthened, those 
feelings of confidence and respect with 
which the traditions of loyalty incline 
the subject to look on the Ruler of the 
State. I am confident that, true to the 
obligations of your Order, Your High- 
nesses will meet new difficulties when 
they arise with wisdom and sympathy, 
ever keeping in view the prosperity and 
contentment of your subjects and ever 
conscious that in their happiness rests 
your strength and your reward. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your Excellency; Your 

Highnesses; Your Excellency has 
alluded in feeling terms, which we 
know have come straight from the 
heart, to the sad death, which we all 
deeply deplore, of one who was a great 
personal friend of yours and of so many 
of us, of one who was a great Secre- 
tary of State for India — the Right 
Honourable Edwin Montagu. Tt was 
only yesterday afternoon that the 
Princes gathered at the informal 
meeting, on hearing with sincere regret 
of his serious condition, forthwith 
asked me as Chancellor to send a 
message of sympathy and enquiry to 
Mrs. Montagu. Almost immediately 
afterwards we learnt, whilst at dinner at 
Viceregal Lodge, from Your Excellency 
of this distressing news which came 
as a great shock to those of us who 
were present there, as I am sure it has 
come to the rest of Your Highnesses who 
liave heard of it subsequently, and I 
am confident that it will be the imani- 
juous desire of all the Members and 
Representative Members ^ of the 
Chamber, that we should take this 
earliest opportunity of paying • our 
sincere, affectionate and respectful tri- 
bute to the memory of a great man, a 
great friend, and a great statesman. 

It may be a I'epetition, but it is a 
.repetition of a fact of which no Indian 
need be ashamed, that we Indians 
are nothing if we are not true to 
.our friendships, if we are not faith- 
ful to 9ur friends, and if we are 
;not gratefully responsive to those 
who have loved us and who have been 
imbued with a deep and generous 
..sympathy for- us and for our legitimate 


aspirations and difficulties. We are not 
slow in appreciating in our friends those 
great gif ts of God and we stick staunchly 
to our friends through good fortune as 
well as through adversity: 

Little did I think when I saw him on 
more than one occasion during my brief 
stay in England — the last time when I 
saw him was on the evening before I 
left London for India — that we should, 
by his premature death, be to-day 
mourning the loss of one who was a true 
and sincere friend, who deeply and 
dearly loved India and the Indians, and 
who manifested a sincere regard for us, 
the Princes of India, and was an ardent 
champion of our rights, prerogatives and 
dignity. When the time comes for the 
historian to chronicle facts at a future 
date, when the din of strife and 
heat of controversy has long been 
lulled, I am positive that the verdict of 
posterity will be to assign to Edwin 
Montagu a prominent place amongst 
those who helped to build/ up and 
strengthen the Empire . and to knit 
England and India closer together. 

Your Excellency; Your Highnesses; 
this is not the occasion for rhetoric 
or a long speech. But what I 
have said has also come straight 
from my heart, for I shall always 
feel it an honour and a privilege to 
liave been one of the close personal 
friends of that great statesman whose 
death we so sincerely denlore to-day, and 
it seems eminently suitable that this, the 
last tribute to his memory, should J he 
paid in the Chamlier of Princes, which, 
as His Excellency has told us iust now, 
owes its birth so largely to Mr. Montagu’s 
sympathetic help and perspicacity. 

I now heg to move that the deep 
regret of the Chamber of Princes be 
recorded and its sincerest sympathies 
he conveyed to the Honourable Mrs. 
Rdwin Montagu at the death of her 
^nisbo-nd, the tried n.nd trusted fi'iend of 
Princes of India— the late Right 
Honourable Edwin Montagu. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Hawanagar: Your Excdllency and 
.Your Highnesses, it is my sad 
and- melancholy duty to second 
the . resolution just " proposed' Hy 
His .Highness .the Maharaja Saheh of 
Bikaner. The shock and the sudden- 
ness of. the nfews does not enable one to 
attempt an adequate euloerv on the 
.services/to India performed by 
Mr, Montagu. It may. be left to 


periods of subsided grief and calmer 
moments to gauge the relative values 
of his historic connection with Indian 
affairs, and the great landmark in its 
progress which his association brought 
ill ; but I can say this, just at the present 
moment that his name will be remem- 
bered along with that of Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, who gave the 
great Dominion of South- Africa, unity,, 
peace and satisfaction and an honoured 
place Avithin the Empire — ^involving, 
of course, freedom and political equal- 
ity to England’s hereditary foes and 
gaining by his liberal statesmanship 
and sagacity, their good-will and ad- 
herence and loyalty. Mr. Montagu’s 
beloved name Avill rank with illustrious 
Englishmen of this noble t5^pe and after 
the present day strife and controversy 
raging round the Reforms gives place 
to a steadier outlook, a better estimate 
of his services will be possible, and I 
have no doubt that the methods by 
which he endeavoured, in all sincerity 
of his ideals and convictions, to win 
the hearts of the Indian people, not by 
imitating the Prussian mailed fist, 
but by applying in their highest sense, 
England’s time-honoured standards of 
liberty and freedom to the needs and 
conditions of India’s progress, will fill 
an imperishable page in contemporary 
history. 

Apart from the manner and the 
means ivhereby India’s equality with 
the Dominions within the Empire is to ' 
be achieved — and there are differences of 
opinion regarding this — there can be no 
room for controversy about the fact that 
Mr. Montagu gave India her promised 
and honoured place within the Empire, 
and his name will go down to posterity, 
linked with the aifiectionate gratitude 
of the Princes and the peoples of India 
for all time. 

It is but fitting and proper that we, 
in this •Chamber the existence of which 
is largely due to his initiative and 
powerful support, should take our 
proper share in the grief which has 
overwhelmed Mrs. Montagu and con- 
vey to, her our heart-felt sympathies and 
condolences.. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar : 
Your Excellency, Your Highnesses, it is 
not a A'ery easy task to perf orm to speak, 
after he has passed away and in his 
memory,— ^about a personal friend, and 
one who has proved himself to be, as 
everybodj' Imows, a friend of my coun- 
tiy.; The world' generally keeps its 
sentiments suppressed ' during the life- 


time of persons and brings forward 
sentiments and eulogies after the spirit 
has passed away. Eor, indeed, what 
exliilaration, what joy it' would. have 
been to Mr. Montagu, could be have 
listened, — and wdio Ioioavs but ^ that his 
spirit may still now be listening, — 
to the words of eulogy, of friendship 
and warmth of heart that have fallen 
from Your Excellency’s lips as well 
as from two of; Your Highnesses in 
speaking in his memory! But here it 
is not the place nor the right circum- 
stance for speaking so much about the 
personal relations that existed between 
.myself and Mr. Montagu, about our 
everlasting friendship which at least 
in my life-time, I feel sure, Avill never 
be forgotten or lessened in my memory. 
But this is the occasion for paying Avhat 
little tribute our inadequate words are 
able to give exiDression to, to the senti- 
ments that are uppermost in our hearts 
and in our minds about his public 
services specially to our Order. 

As has been very correctly said, he 
played a very significant and important 
part in the establishment of this Cham,- 
ber. It was he Avho assisted it in its 
first infancy, indeed in its creation. 
It was he who fostered it ' during its 
growth to the very best of his ability, 
and I wonder if there is something in 
the coincidence hidden by the band of 
destiny in the fact that he shotdd pass 
away on the eve of the meeting of 'the 
Chamber to-day. I wonder if there 
is a meaning behind it to explain that 
at lea.st he was determined t'o live 
until the child of his creation was 
certain of its permanent existence. 
As all great men in this world, if 
they have great ambitions to carry ' 
out or if they desire to do big 
things, must be prepared for, he had 
numerous difficulties to face, numer- 
ous obstacles to transcend. He was 
charged with many aspersions as 
regards his sentiments or his principles. 
We know that people made charges 
against him in respect of his policy in 
British India, perhaps some even 
regarding his ideals for the Indian 
States. Some charged him perhaps 
about his nationality, others from 
various methods of political expediency. 
But all those obstacles ' and difficulties 
that came iu his .way only . *made his 
determination, as I Imow ..'from personal 
experience, all the stronger to carry . out 
the great task to which he had set his 
hand, and now that he has steered bur 


ship through fair ■weather and foul as 
the result of which -we are assembled here 
in this Chamber, I feel sure that none 
of Your Highnesses •would have it said 
that "ive Rajput, Muharomadan, Sikh, 
Brahmin, Princes and Chiefs, assem- 
bled in this Chamber were friends so 
long as everything went well and are 
now likely to forget or are not able to 
express our sentiments when that great 
personage who assisted us and helped 
us in our difficulties has passed away 
to a better world. What, I ask myself, 
would be the best epitaph to put on his 
grave, and I feel the words of Mark 
Antony coming before me which he 
uttered before the body of Julius 
Caesar which, with very slight modifi- 
cation, apply very aptly in the present 
instance. The words are — 

" He was our friend, faithful and 
just to us:” 

Your Excellency, I am doing no more 
than Avhat I feel is absolutely neces- 
sary and a heart-felt duty to jserform in 
supporting the resolution of condolence 
that has been moved and supported by 
Their Highnesses. And in giving my 
heart-felt support to such a resolution 
I earnestly pray that Providence may 
give his soul rest and that reward which 
we are unable to give in this material 
world — in the world hereafter, in what 
we all hope is a better world. 

His Excellency the Viceroy; Your 

If I desire to associate my- 

self with the resolution that has been' 
juoposed. I do not wish to add_ any- 
toing to what I have already said to 
^our Highnesses at the opening of these 
^ shall, therefore, take' 
It tna,t Your Highnesses are all agreed 
in this resolution. 


All Members standing, the resolution 
was adopted. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: This 
resolution will be duly recorded and 
commuiiiccited to Mrs. Montagu. 

_His Highness, the . Maharaja of 
JNawanagar will now present his state- 
ment. 

ffis Highnesk the Maharaja of 
Kawanagar: ; Your Excellency, i 
am pptorming a belated duty in 
rendering-, an. account' of my'^aS 

AsSy ofV League 

owmg.to my detention in En|2nd l? 


reasons of health. There was no ses- 
sion in last November and therefore out 
of the three reports due at the present 
session, it will be the privilege of my 
distinguished brother. His Highness 
the Chancellor to present the last report, 
so that I would prefer to confine my 
remarks and observations to salient 
facts and events connected with the ses- 
sions which I attended. IHs Highness 
the Chancellor.’ s -work is naturally con- 
cei-ned with more recent progress in the 
League’s existence and acth'ities and 
I will not trespass on the patience and 
good will of the Chamber by reading 
my reports verbatim, but -vvill content 
myself by laying my reports on the 
table and in\dting the attention of this 
Assembly to such activities and results 
as call for particular notice from the 
Indian point of view. 

In the session of 1922, I had as my 
colleagues Lord Chelmsford -nho was 
chief Delegate for India and Sir 
Sivaswami Ayer. In 1923 Lord 
Hardinge attended the Assembly as 
chief Delegate and the other repre- 
sentative was Mr. Hasan Imam. I-re- 
gard it, a high privilege to have been 
allowed to participate in the work of 
the two Indian -Delegations in the com- 
pany of -such distinguished and ex- 
tremely" able colleagues. 

I ■\vas very ably assisted on both the 
occasions by Commander C. B. Fry, 
who freely volunteered his services in 
the cause of India, as he had done at 
the First Assembly in 1920, and acted 
as my Personal Assistant with great 
zeal, industry and energy. My Dewan 
Khan Bahadur Merwanji was witli me 
at the same time and the help that I 
received , from him was invaluable. 

With tJiese preliminary remarks I 

*-0 deal very briefly with 
the first report. , ' 

Owing to the very regrettable inabi- 
iity of His Highness the Chancellor to 
accept the. invitation of His Imperial 
Majesty s, Secretary of State .to repre- 

sent the Riding Princes of India on 

I ■^as 

ited to replace His Highness. 

considerably handicapped, 

the Delegation since at such short 

‘ onnoiaS 'T ^ Assistant had 

opoitumty.to acquaint ourselves with - 

lessTfSrff r ^Senda, neverthe- 
less. 1 felt that my previous experience 
at Geneva and- toy many L-3 
(neaMups among fli o&r^delegalSa 



of tile Assembly would be of some value, 
and 'consequently*, in pursuance of my 
most loyal and sincere desire to be of 
any service considered within my power, 
to His Majgsty the King Emperor, to 
the British Empire and to India, I had 
the honour to accept Your Excellency’s 
invitation. 


The Assembly opened on September 
4th, Senor Agustin Edwards (Chili) 
W'as elected President and he proved 
himself a brilliantly able President. I 
had the honour to be appointed to the 
(>ommittee for the examination of 
credentials of Delegates. Before pro- 
ceeding further, I must express my deep 
grief at the death of my friend and 
former Chief Delegate, Sir William 
» ^ position of great 

influence in the Assembly, which is quick 
to detect, eminent ability and highly 
va^ed experience and competence in 
public business. I received numerous 
enquiries after him at Geneva and I 
feel sure that the sad news of his death 
has caused genuine sorrow to his many 
friends and admirers in the Delegations 
and their stall and also in the Secre- 
tariat, as well as in India. 


. A matter of great importance to India, 
politically and industrially, was the 
decision of the Council, which was com- 
iDunicated to the Assembly during this 
.Session, to the effect that India was 
aajudged one of the eight members of 
(.‘hief Industrial importance and there- 
fore entitled to a nominee on the govern- 
mg body of :: the International Labour 
Bureau. The original eight States of 
Chief Industrial Importance ” were 
decided upon by a committee of a Con- 
fer,ence /at Washington, when the non- 
selection of India, 'svith the inclusion of 
States, obviously less important was 
absurd and caused much subsequent 
trouble I not least to the Finance Com- 
mittee IV pf 1920 Assembly on which 
I represented the Indian Delegation of 
that yea^; Sir William -Meyer 
delivered a pointed . and convincing 
protest in the Assembly and T'^hiade a 
point, on social and other occasions, of 
engaging the attention of the maiority 
ox the Assembly Delegates to the 
absurdity of India’s exclusion and my 
assistant conducted a concerted action 
to the same end. 


When the , third Assembly met, the 
Council of .the League was oh the point 

^ committee 

dealing^with the criteria to be adopted 
in deciding the selection of, the eight 


- States ; the Chief Delegate Lord Chelms- 
ford secured permission to support 
India’s claim in person before the 
Council. He did so with great ability 
and firmness and finally drove home 
a proper settlement of this troublesome 
and elusive question. 

The eight States of Chief industrial 
Importance now are - Germany, Belgium, , 
Canada, France, Great Britain, India, 
Italy and Japan. 

The next , question to which I request 
your attention is regarding opium. I 
have attempted to give the - genesis of ■ 
this question in section 2 of my report. 

India is naturally concerned to- see' 
that her large and willing sacrifice of 
revenue is not rendered unfair by the 
failure of other producing countries to 
fulfil their just obligations under the 
Covenant.. It is clea.r, however, that 
the trade in opium and in such drugs as. 
cocaine and morphia cannot be, control- 
led except by loyal international co-opera- 
tion, backed by sustained and expert 
vigilance by the League. 

The real business of the third Assemr 
bJy .was to strengthen the hands, of the . 
Council, the Secretariat, and the Advi- 
sory Committee in securing (1) the effec- 
tive control of Export and. Import and 
(2) the restriction of production ;to the 
level of the world’s legitimate needs. 

On merit, India holds ■ -the- most 
authoritative position on- the . -op uifn 
question at Geneva and Lord Ch&ms- 
f ord at the third meeting of Committee 

maintained this position by a very 
able and lucid general review of the pro- 
blem and its progress. He showed how 
the Hague Convention with the superior 
administration of the League -and the . 
improved information obtained had 
produced substantial results and was 
likely to prove adequate for the suppres-^ 
sion of abuses. In his opinion what- is 
lequired is the universal acceptance of 
the Convention, with universal adop- 
tion of the certificate system and loyal 
and effective execution of its pTovisious, 
in order to arrive at a satisfactory 
solution of the problem. 


X luaue a speecn in t.ne Aissembly debate 
on opium, with the object of impressing 
on Delegates (as I had found, very neces- 
sary from conversations with them) the 
established legitimate use of opium in 
India and also the extent of the sacrificp 

B^ade by India, not only in respect S 
revenue, but also and especially on the 
part of innumerable cultivators. Further 



I had found it desirable to explain as « , 
emphatically as I could that the Indians 
are not an “ opium smoking people. 
General knowledge about this is quite 
vague. India and China' are^ 
together as “ opium countries . Witli 
Your Excellency’s permission, I will 
quote one or two passages from my 
speech on the subject : 

‘• It seems to me important that 
more people should realise_ that, in 
certain Eastern countries, including 
India, quite apart from any abuse of 
opium and quite apart from regular 
scientific medical use of Tt, there is quite 
legitimate general and popular use of 
opium. Quite outside scientific medi- 
cine, jopium has ,alAvays heen used in 
India by the people as a home-made 
medicine, ]ust as various herbs and 
samples are even now used by the 
couutry-foiK of Western nations.” 

It is quite important to recognise that 
there are — for instance,, in 'India — a 
large number of people who, on the one 
hand, do not regard opium as a detri- 
mental product, but as a natural pro- 
duct. and who, on the other hand, have 
sufiered, and still suffer, considerable 
loss in consequence of State regulation 
of production. Intelligent opinion ic 
India knows that State regulation bf 
opium has involved a loss of revenue to 
.(•lie bioveriiment of about £40,000,000 
in the last, ten [)reai’6, and intelligent 
opinion is glad that this loss .is much 
more than compensated by the great 
good that has been achieved. India 
applauds the result, and is proud to be 
privileged to make, in so worthy a cause 
what it is fair to call a sacrifice. But 
even intelligent opinion sometimes over- 
looks the fact that the loss to producers 
has been not forty millions, but about 
120 millions. Remember that India is, 
per head of population, a poor country, 
and in particular the cultivators are 
poor, and they form the large majority 
ofilndians in India. Much of the sacri- 
fice falls on them— some of them are hard 
hit by it— and they do not appreciate, 
because they do not know that they are 
sharing in the . suppression of a grave 
abuse. 

After explaining that opium was used 
as a sedative by hard-working and poor 
people and calling attention to the fact 
that it Was very largely . consumed by 
cattle.; ^s a . veterinary medicine, I said 
‘now if .you takq the .total annual, con- 
siimpti.pn per head of population, in 


India, what does it amount tol. It , 
amounts to two gra&s per head per 
annum, and that is about the tveight of 
about two-thirds of an ordinary lump 
of sugar. , 

But when you take into_ account the 
veterinary use ■which is made of opium, 
1 believe even if you take the' sum of 
opium which is taken by human beings 
as the same as that taken for cattle, 
which is not the case, it reduces the twp- 
f hirds of a lump of sugar to one-third. 
So you cannot rate India as an extrava- 
gant consumer of its native equivalent 
of Avestern liquors. 

In this connection I may further add 
that no one would think of calling that 
great country, the United States of 
America, an opium consuming country, 
and 3 ’et, no doubt for very legitimate 
and proper purposes, I am reliably told, 
and I believe it, it consumes about twice 
as much opium as India.” 


Sir Arthur Steele-Maitland, who 
had misunderstood my speech as a 
depreciation of efforts against abuse, 
whereas it Avas an explanation of use, 
AA'as delicately ironical. This roused 
Colonel John Ward avIio agreed with 
the point of aubav I had expressed; he 
championed me forcibly and Aen 
delivered a frontal attack on faddists. 
The resolutions adopted by the Assem- 
bly on the question of opium are gh'en 
in section II of my report. 


Another subject in Avhich India is 
tlirectly interested is the apportionment 
of the expenses of the League among its 
constituent members. This question 
has been of special concern to the 
Indian Delegation at all the three 
Assemblies because, not only under the 
(•riginal scheme of the covenant but also 
under tlie several amending schemes, 
Avhich have been before the Assembly, 
India is rated too high. 


The result at the end of the third 
Assembly was that wLat is knowm as 
the second Rei^eilland scheme was 
adopted, amended in one of its features 
to meet objections, but not altered in , 
principle; it AAms hoAvever adopted onl3‘ 
for. 1923, and was aided by a device 
supplied by Lord Balfour to satisfy 
India and the Dominions "srhereby the 
total of the contributions of the mem- 
bers of the British Empire Avas accept- 
ed, but on an agreement to settle a satis- 
factory redistribution by private settle- 
ment among them. . , 



I’ will speak a few words about the 
Question of mandates, which is one of 
wide interest. Adherence to the Cove- 
nant involves acceptance of the general 
principle announced in article 22 that 
the well-being of primitive peoples 
forms a sacred trust of civilization and 
enjoins observance of the special under- 
taking under artide 23 (B) to secure 
(he just treatment of Natives. Expe- 
rience of the three past Assemblies 
clearly indicates that cases where Mem- 
bers or even non-members are reason- 
ably suspected of not haying acted in 
accordance with the principles are more 
than likely to be brought forward for 
the attention of Committee VI and of 
the Assembly in connection either with 
Mandates or the contiguous question of 
Minorities. The net result is that the 
Mandate system, even outside man- 
dates, promises to set a standard 
for the Government of undevelop- 
ed races the world over. No one 
present at the third Assembly could fail 
to see the very powerful moral autho- 
rity of the League in this matter, and 
the , establishment of this authority 
marks an important success for the 
I.eague. 

On -this subject, Sir Sivaswami Aiyer 
made an able speech in the Assembly .'jn 
support of the resolution moved by Dr. 
Nansen. He paid a well-deservei 
tribute to the members of the permanent 
Mandates commission for the solicitude 
they displayed for the populations com- 
mitted to the charge of the mandatory 
powers and, for the scrupulous regard 
. they have shown for the let, ter and the 
spirit of article 22 of the Covenant, 
Your Highnesses will find this speech 
reproduced in annex VI of my report. 

The question of protection of minor- 
ities came forward in the fourth plenary 
meeting of this Assembly in cdnse- 
.que'nce of a resolution proposed by Pro- 
fessor Gilbert Murray of the South 
African Delegation and adopted by the 
Assembly to' refer certain items of 
chapter 9 of the report on the work of 
the Council to a Committee of the 
Assembly. Although the specific cases 
criginally in view concerned Europe 
and Asia Minor, the position sought to 
be achieved was of direct interest to 
India, with her acute minority ques- 
tions in South Africa, the Kenya colony, 
and elsewhere in the British Empirh 
and enabled me to obtain effective 
attention to the lone-standins srriev- 
ance of the Indian minority in South 
Africa. ■ 


'■ ■ It' -would,' of coiirse, have been qmte 
contrary to the spirit and the intention 
of the League of Nations for the India,n 
Delegation to remain sileht while a 
South African Delegate of unimpeach- 
able integrity and disinterestedness was 
'emphasising the vital importance of the 
proper treatment of minorities. At 
any rate I personally felt in honour 
bound to intervene as effectively • as I 
could; and I am happy to report, the 
very generous and cordial treatment of 
the matter. by the South African Dele- 
gation. At the time I made my speech 
on the subject I wrote an explanatory 
letter to Sir Edgar Walton, Premier of 
Cape Colony, and Chief Delegate pf 
South , Africa, and I was able 
afterwards to make full personal repre- 
sentations to him, in consequence, of 
which he most kindly volunteered to 
forward my letter and a copy, of _my 
speech to General Smuts, his Prime 
hlinister, together with his o-wn earnest 
approval of my appeal for attention to 
our South African grievances.' I desire 
to record my deep appreciation of the 
way in which Sir Edgar Walton dealt 
with, the matter. . 

Your Excellency will allow me to read 
out one or two paragraphs of my speech 
which is fully reproduced in my report. 

“ I will confine myself to the out- 
standing questions of the minorities 
which are under the , South African Gov; 
Crnnient., I refer, therefore, to the posi- 
tion of .the Indian communities in South 
Africa under that Government. These 
are genuine minority questions which are 
of somewhat long standing ; and ,my pur- 
pose is not at all to bring before you- the 
cases, specifically, which perhaps would 
not be in order. But I have a very dis- 
tinct purpose, and it is to appeal — and 
you may regard it as a personal appeal 
if you wish — to the Delegates of South 
Africa here present; and by the very 
token that they are declared champions 
of the rights of minorities, to ask them 
to influence their Government, wken they 
return home, in favour of satisfactory 
settlements of these particular minority 
questions, which are their very own . I 
address' my appeal to them through you 
all, because I feel very strongly that the 
atmosphere of sympathy and good feel- 
ing with -ivhich this great Assembfv can- 
not fail to endow such an appeal, 'will 
give' that appeal a vivid human pmver 
such as it could not obtain elsewhere. I 
w.Tiit the .spirit'of the League of Nations, 
which is incarnate in this ' Assembly, tq 



•40 


-ffrs-jifc niy .fl.ppGftl its I slioulci ffi©! 
false to my fellow, countrymen in India, 
and also to my fellow countrymen in 
South Africa, ‘ were I to neglect this 
unique opportunity of summoning to the 
assistance of their aspirations their 
spiritual power and the spiritual bless- 
ing of your sympathy. 

We of the British Empire are a big 
family. The British mother has taken to 
her bosom the grizzly bear, the Kangaroo, 
the lion and the ostrich, the tiger and the 
kiwi, and with a family of that descrip- 
tion quarrels are bound to occur. South 
Africa would be more contented and more 
united; the Government of the British 
Empire would be relieved of a trouble- 
some political reference, and India would 
be deeply grateful and would feel that an 
old wound had at last been healed. But 
happily there is one cardinal virtue in 
the British Empire, that is, when we are 
attacked by a common foe we are one 
really happy family, and the elements I 
have alluded to all unite together in the 
'defence of the Empire.” I closed my 
speech with the follovnng appeal. 

“We in this Assembly believe that God 
made us all men, to walk erect on one 
earth : and we believe in one truth and in 
one iu.stice, universal for all men, and it 
is to this atmosphere and to this faith 
that I make mv apneal. But outside this 
Assemblv, there have often been two 
iustices, one for tte West and one for the 
East. It is for the League of Nations to 
engraft its own conception, ^ the fai 
higher, the far better conception, upon 
the universal practice of mankind. What 
is our ideal? What is our purpose? 
What is the very reason of our being ? 
Let iis have catholic justice and we shall 
have catholic peace;” 

There is one further point I must men- 
tion in this connection. Evidently some 
days before X delivered my speech bn 
minorities a rumour had somehow got 
about that I was going to deal with the 
Indian question in Africa, because Lord 
Chelmsford, the chief Delegate of India, 
received a cable from the India Office, 
despatched, I utid'erstand, at the instance 
of the Colonial Office, which he brought 
tn mv notice requesting that the Kenya 
Colony question should not be introduc- 
. ed by me, as the dispute was in process 
of near settlement^ a.nd its introd-UCtion 
might be prejudicial to the satisfactory 
restilt expected. On the assurance 
implied' I 'vyas of. course glad to bmif any 
criticism of this delicate question which 


concerns the British Empire and not the 
South African Government, since Kenya 
is a Crown Colony. Lord Chelmsford, 
who had not previously attended the 
Assembly as a delegate and had not as 
yet had time either to gauge the atmos- 
phere of the Assembly, or to make the 
personal acquaintance of the Delegates of 
other nations, was, I fancy, somewhat 
apprehensive of the wisdom of my inten- 
tion to table the Indian minority griev- 
ances; but from my previous'experience 
of the Assembly and my somewhat wide 
personal friendship with a large number 
of delegates, and particularly, from my 
complete confidence in the broad-minded 
and generous character of the. South 
African Delegation, I was quite sure of a 
happy event, and I was able to reassure 
Lord Chelmsford. I am glad to say that 
afterwards both he and Lord Balfour 
were good enough to congratulate' me dii 
the satisfactory result. 

I will not detain this Chamber with 
matters which, though of great import- 
ance in their international and humani- 
tarian bearing, may not be said to have 
a direct reference to India and yet on 
the. work of intellectual co-operation, 
we had the. advantage of the services of 
a verv remarkable committee of exnerts 
including Professors Einstein, Bfenri 
Berersnn. Gilbert Murrey and Millikon 
and Madam Currie; and on their; recom- 
mendation, Monsieur Re^mald of France 
proposed the restoration in the budget 
of the original appropriation of 180,000 
francs. I snoke second in support. 
This roused hot opposition from New 
Zealand, Australia and South Africa.. 
The question went to, the vote and our 
proposition was passed by 25 votes. 

The disarmament question carried the 
work of the past session to a further 
stage of deliberation and agreement, but 
in the last session, which His Highness 
the Chancellor had the privilege to 
attend, it reached a. decisive stage and 
will. I presume, receive fuller treatment, 
wTiicb its irhpprtance deserves, from 
His Highness and therefore I need not 
tax the attention of the Chamber with 
the details of the intermediate progress, 
marked in 1922. 

During the session of the third Assem- 
bly, the Council and its special com- 
mittee on Austria succeeded within four 
weeks, in establishing a definite work- 
ing basis for the rescue of Austria from 
hor morass of difficulty and despair-ra 
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task which had baffled the supreme 
Council of the Allies for years and 
which they finally handed over to the 
League in August 1922; its advisoiy 
and technical assistance was invited in 
January 1921. The settlement achiev- 
ed involves difficulties of continuous ex- 
ecution; but the position is now an 
entirely different one from what existed 
before. It is fair to regard it as pro- 
bably the greatest political success of 
the League; and I am afraid the League 
has received but a small share of the due 
credit. 

Without dwelling on minor questions, 
which, it will be founds have received 
adequate treatment in my printed re- 
port, I will pass on to the work of the 
fourth session of the Assembly in 1923, 
reserving my general observations on 
both the sessions for a combined refer- 
ence at the end of my remarks. 

But before doing so, I feel it my duty 
to report on one matter which has had 
an important bearing on the position of 
India in Geneva. When the election of 
non-permanent members of the Council 
came on, I was approached by a number 
of the smaller European and by some of 
the South African Delegations as to whe- 
ther India would stand for a place. On 
investigation I found that we might 
hope for 27 and perhaps 29 votes which 
would have secured our election. I, of 
course, reported the situation to Lord 
Chelmsford and to Lord Balfour. My 
own view is that India should have 
accepted the position, which view I 
humbly still submit but, of course. Lord 
Balfour’s decision was loyally accepted. 

The fourth Assembly was opened on 
September 3rd 1923 by Viscount Tshii. 
the a,cting President of the Council and 
was in session till September 29th. The 
choice for the office of President fell on 
M. Cosme de la Torrientey Peraza, 
Delegate of Cuba, who proved an effi- 
cient and business-like President. 

I was elected chairman of Committee 
II and was therefore a member of the 
general committee of the Assembly, 
along wnth the six vice-presidents and 
five chairmen of the other committees, 
elected by the Assemblv. All these are 
Viro-Presidents of the Assembly and are 
individually and collectively charged 
with a considerable addition to the nor- 
mul duties of a delegate. 

The opium question wms dealt wu'th 
this year, by Committee V bn which 


India was represented by Lord 
Hardinge, the Cjhief Delegate. The 
results achieved by' this committee werei 
embodied in six resolutions which were 
adopted bv the Assembly. These resolu- 
tions adopted the reports of the Advisory 
Committee and requested the Council' 
to invite the Governments concerned to 
convene a conference with a view to 
examine the question of the limitation 
of the amounts of morphine, heroin and 
cocaine and their respective salts to be 
manufactured ; of the limitation of the 
amounts of raw opium and coca leaf, to 
be imported for that purpose and for 
other medicinal and scientific purposes, 
and of the limitation of raw opium and 
coca leaf for export to the- amount re- 
quired for such medicinal and scientific 
purposes. 

In the Assembly, I made a statement 
declaring the policy of India and I read 
a speech which Mr. Hasan Imam had 
prepared, but was prevented by illness 
from delivering himself. Your Excel- 
lency will permit me to quote my short 
statement on behalf of India. “ On 
behalf of the Indian Delegation, I desire 
to be allow'ed to congratulate the League 
of Nations, and its Fifth Committee and, 
the Admsory Committee on the excellent 
progress that has been made' in the im-' 
portant international question regarding 
opium and dangerous drugs. The, Gov- 
ernment of India has always given its 
most complete adherence to the conven- 
tion, and has used every effort to carry 
out its terms. The success achieved in 
ths manner by India is recognised by 
all. India will continue its .settled 
policy in this direction. The Govern-' 
ment of India will co-operate fully with 
the League of Nations in its efforts to 
nirther this great cause internationally. 

regards internal administration with- 
in India, the Government has set-its face 
against, _ and has ,’done it's best to eli- 
minate in a Common-sense manner all 
^torms of deleterious addiction. It re- 
quests all nations to give it their con-, 
hdefice in this matter, and particularly 
to recognise that India cannot regard as 
1 Icpitimate the use of opium as a home- 
made medicine, which is general 
throughout India. India will not hBow 
the deleterious use of opium for addiction 
Purposes iin India so far as stringent 
and efficient administration can 
prevent it. The internal - adihini.stra- 
tion of opium questions in India is' in 
the. hands -of Indian ministers, and is 
controlled by elected assemblies, I may 



further add that opium is a uroveri^enh 
mouopdly, and speaking to behalf ot 
the Indian States, autonomous or other- 
:wise (.such for instance, :as my. own) 
could not export it without the permis- 
sion of the Government of India, and 
could only export it through their agents. 

“ Since the cessation of the Chinese 
traffic in 1913 no opium produced in the 
States of the Indian Princes has been 
exported from India.” 

Regarding the apportionment of the 
cost of the League among members, no 
settlement was attempted at the Pourth 
A.ssembly, nor was India able_ to secure 
a reduction in her contribution. The 
Allocation committee reported that_ it 
was not able to produce a definitive 
scheme in time for the assembly ’and 
there was no course open except to ex- 
tend to 1^24 the provisional apportion- 
ment known as the Second Reveilland 
Scale. Internal settlement among the 
m,embers of the British Empire did not 
take place and India tvas left in the 
same position as before the Balfour com- 
promise. Hence the Indian Delegation 
went to Geneva with instructions to 
bring forward a claim for relief on the 
ground that the allocation of 65 units, 
which nearly represented Y per cent, of 
the expenditure of the League, was too 
high. I made the following statement 
in the Assemblv on behalf of the Indian 
Government ; — 

“ The resolution before the Assembly 
renews, with slight modifications for 
1924, the scale which was approved for 
1924 only. The Indian Delegation will 
abstain from voting on. the present re- 
solution. Perhaps I may be allowed 
to explain the reason of India’s absten- 
tion. The Government of India is 
ready to acqui esce. in. tbe temporary re- 
newal of the scale. It will do so in a 
spirit of co-operation and from a desire 
to avoid ma,ldng its own point of view 
a cause of difficulty to this Assembly. 
But the Governm.eht of India is anxious, 
first that this acquiescence this year 
should not be interpreted to mean that 
India is satisfied with the incidence of 
the present scale nroposed in the resolu-. 
tion. and secondly, my government is' 
anxious that India should .make it clear 
tha't she reserves full liberty to object 
to the present proposed, scale at the 
assemblv-.of 1924 should there then be a 
proposal. to continue this scale.”. . 

I will now refer to the-Italo-Greek 
question, which. arose almost about the. 


time the fourth session, commenced at 
Geneva and naturally^overshadowed all 
other questions before the League. 

Some Italian officers, acting on the 
Boundary Commission for the Confer-, 
ence of ambassadors . , in Southern 
Albania were murdered on the 27th of 
August. Two days later Italy sent an 
ultimatum to Greece. Greece replied 
on August 30th accepting four of the 
seven demands, but. refusing three,, 
which she said were derogatory to her 
sovereignty and offered to submit the 
whole case to the League of Nations. 
She also declared her acceptance of the 
League’s decision in advance. Italy 
immediately declined to concur in a re^ , 
ference to the League. On August 31st 
the Ambassadors, who were parties in 
the matter, delivered a note to Greece., 
On the same day Italy bombarded and 
occupied Corfu. 

The Council of the League was al- 
ready in Session and on September 1st, 
the Greek application was presented by 
M. Politis. It was based upon articles 
12 and 15 of the Covenant, under which 
any member of the League has the right 
to submit to the League any dispute 
likely to lead to a rupture with any 
other member of the League and' under 
which the Council is bound to endeavour 
a settlement. Signor Salandra, the. 
Italian Representative on the Council, 
who had then received no instructions 
from his Government requested an ad- 
journment, but put forward the point 
that the conference of Ambassadors was 
the proper'authority to deal with the 
matter and not the Council of the 
League. There was, no doubt that the 
Ambassadors were involved in the first 
instance, because the murdered General 
was their Commissioner and they had 
taken up, the matter. The Council ad- 
journed after passing a resolution ex- 
pressing the hope that both parties to 
the dispute would avoid any action 
calculated ,tp aggravate the situation. • . 

Before the" Council met after an inter- 
val of two days, the Greek note in reply 
to the Ambassadors was receii^ed in 
which Greece stated that she would ac- 
cept judgment from the Ambassadors. 
Meanwhile the Italian Government in 
Rome published a declaration denying 
the competence of the League; and the 
^ss3on of the, Assembly opened at' 
Geneva on September 3rd. 

On September 5th, the Italian Repre- 
sentative made d' statement to the Coun- 
^gjl, : denying the competence of the' 



League, b.ut the terms used were much 
more moderate than those promulgated 
at Rome. In reply, Lord Robert Cecil 
caused Articles 12 and 13 to be read out, 
called attention to the duties of the 
Council under these and showed that 
to infringe- these -duties "was not 
only to break the Covenant, 
but also to break the Treaty 
of Versailles of which the Covenant was 
a part. This procedure made a consi- 
derable impression. Signor Salandra 
then made it evident that Italy would 
accept the Conference of Ambassadors 
as a “ Court ” to decide what the settle- 
ment between Greece and Italy should 
be and not merely as the proper authori- 
ty to' deal with the offence against the 
Ambassadors. Thus Italy and Greece 
both expressed an agreement to accept 
a settlement from the Ambassadors. 
The Council at once seized the oppor- 
tunity to promote this settlement. 
Terms of settlement were drafted by 
several leading members of the Council 
and were put forward on September 6th 
bv the Spanish Representative. Italy 
objected to. accepting the proposals 
from the Council, on its plea of non- 
competence, but consented to an adroit 
suggestion that the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings as a whole should immediately 
be fo regarded to the Ambassadors. The 
Conference of Ambassadors met on 
September 7th and adopted the pro- 
posed terms of settlement with slight 
alterations. These terms "were subse- 
quently accepted by Italy and Greece. 

In the words of the Chief Delegate of 
Great Britain, the Council did exactly 
what it ought to have done under the 
Covenant. Its business was to promote 
a settlement and it carried out that duty 
absolutely. 

But the challenge to the competence 
of the League remained. The Council 
then pursued a scheme for obtaining a 
unanimous agreement to submit a set of 
questions— including the competence of 
the League in certain cases, the ri^ht to 
seize territory in order to enforce de- 
mands and the responsibility for politi- 
cal crimes committed on the territory of 
a State to the Permanent Court of 
International Justice. Legal advisers 
were called in and the questions were 
carefully debated and framed. The 
Italian Representative refused to agree 
that one question relating to ' com- 
petence ’ should go 'to the Court, 
and eventually, ' under strong pro- 
tests from several members, it was 


decided to submit questions, not to tLe 
Court, but to a Committee of Jurists 
who were to report to the Council. This 
course was agreed to by the .Italian 
Ilepresentative and in this manner, 
Italy clearly withdrew its dangerous 
Contentions against the competence of 
the League. 

On September 21st Viscount Ishii 
announced the settlement of the dispute 
to the Assembly. Monsieur Motta 
spoke in general appreciation of the fact 
that a settlement had been achieved. 
At the request of tlie British Delegation, 
■'vhich desired that some member of the 
British Empire should make a declara- 
tion affirming the competence of the 
league and the illegality of reprisals 
Under the Covenant, I made, at rather 
short notice, the speech which is repro- 
duced in my report. After expressing 
niy heart-felt sympathy with the great 
Italian nation in the righteous indigna- 
tion to which- she was moved by an 
atrocious crime, I laid stress on the 
Competence of the League to insist on the 
peaceful settlement of disputes arising 
between its members and said : — 

" In so far as any one member of the 
I,eague fails to live up to the principles 
of the Covenant, just so far does the 
League fail to be its true self; for the 
League, can succeed only by the faithful- 
ness of each one of its members. We are 
all imperfect, every one of us. Let- the 
Ivation without sin cast the first stone. 
But as a corporate body, let us not 
fc-rswear one jot of our principles even 
if we forgive one another unto seventy 
times seven. We must not fear to 
declare our faith. The League does 
not set out to impose settlements — that 
is not its nature — ^but to promote agree- 
ments. When time gives us complete 
Calmness and allows excited ignorance to 
Subside, all the world will see how wise 
the Council has been and how forbearing, 
in the end, aU parties have proved them- 
selves.” 

“ Under the old order, before this 
family of nations came into being, the 
right of reprisal no doubt held good ; but 
under the new order which everyone of 
Us has accepted, and to which everyone 
of us has set his signature, we hope that 
this is all changed. The League of 
ITations is the citadel of a new age, if 
so be that we choose to make it such. 
Abo-ve all, we must be, we must see our- 
selves as, and we must cause the„worId 
to find in us, the citadel of refuge of the 
smalLnations. ” ' • 
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My speecli was well received by the 
Assembly and led to no untoward result 
beyond the sudden inability, through iU- 
ness, of all the Italian Delegates to dine 
with me as promised the same evening. 
On the 28th September, Viscount Ishii 
read out the resolution of the Council 
which definitely disposed of the main 
challenge to the competence of the 
League and also read out the questions to 
be submitted to judicial opinion. This 
finally released the whole matter for de- 
bate. Great Britain, Sweden, Norway, 
South Africa, Holland, Finland, Persia, 
Ireland, Denmark and others testified 
unhesitating and unqualified adherence 
to the Covenant. I also Had the privi- 
lege to make a very short statement on 
behalf of India, which was very heartily 
a.pplauded probably because of its bre- 
vity. I said “ The Indian Delegation is 
much gratified to_ express its full appro- 
bation of the decision of the Council, 
which it considers both conciliatory and 
wise, and also worthy of the dignity of 
the League of Nations. I feel sure that 
this decision will have a reception in all 
nations and amongst all the peoples 
v/orthy of its wisdom.” 

I will now touch briefly on subjects 
which were allotted to Committee No 2. 
of which I was elected Chairman. In that 
capacity, I was responsible for the 
arrangement and order of the Agenda 
and for the conduct of the meetings. The 
following is the list of subjects w'hich 
came before this committee ; — 

The work of the Economic and 
Financial Committees. 

The work of the Advisory and 
Technical Committee on com- 
munications and Transit. 

The work of the Health Organisa- 
tion of the League, including 
the work of the Epidemic Com- 
mission. 

Reconstruction of Austria, which is 
one of the early triumphs of the League’s 
activity, came before this Committee. I 
will not trespass upon the time of the 
House 'any more than I can possibly help. 
Therefore I will continue, my general 
remarks. 

I will not burden my remarks with 
the budget and finance matters, assigned 
tp committee IV on which I represented 
the Indian Delegation. My observations 
are offered in order to invite attention to 
prominent, features of the report and 


not to introduce details which are dealt 
with in an adequate manner in the body 
of the reports. But I feel bound to make,, 
with Your Excellency’s permission, a 
few general observations based on my 
experience of the League and my study 
of its many-sided activities and in- 
terests. 

The Assembly is now worked by a 
majority of Delegates and staffs with 
several years of direct experience of the 
procedure and business of the League 
and no delegation can function success- 
fully at Geneva unless both in the Dele-^ 
gates and in the Staff a reasonable degree 
of continuity is studied. During my 
woi’k throughout the whole proceedings 
of the 1923 Assembly, I may say I was 
strongly confirmed in this opinion. It 
is. evident that ne-\y delegations and 
staffs are much handicapped; and as an 
instance, I would cite the Italian delega- 
tion, which happened to be involved in a 
very serious matter and which would cer- 
tainly have don^ much better, had it con- 
tained. such representatives as Signor 
Titoni and Signor Schanzer whose per- 
sonal influence with other delegates 
would have saved much trouble; in fact, 

I am of the opinion that Signor 
Scialoya’s personal influence went far to 
save a very serious development of the 
Italo-Greek dispute. Again the force of 
the Japanese delegation resides largely 
in the person of Baron Adatchi, whose 
attendance as a delegate has been regular 
since 1920, who has every question in all 
its ramifications at his finger’s ends and 
who is universally known and liked. 

I would; also observe in thi.s connection 
that a delegation ^cannot function sue- ' 
cessfully, without substitute-delegates 
to take the place of delegates on com- 
mittees. This applies especially in the 
case p.f a delegate feing elected Chairman 
of a committee or sub-edmmittee. I could 
not have done justice for instance, to my 
chairnianship of committee TI in 1923, 
coupled with my duties as Vice-Presi- ' 
dent of the Assembly, had not my Per- 
sonal Assistant, Commander C. B. Fry, 
been appointed as substitute-delegate to 
, take my . place when I could not attend 
committee No. IV. I would point out 
that it was quite accidental that my’ Per- 
sonal Assistant had considerable pre- 
vious experience of the Assembly and 
was fitted by reason of his 'qualifications 
and^ ability to undertake .the important 
duties on Committee IV with success. 
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' .i therefore respectfully; suggest, that 
the question of substitute-delegates is 
. important, and it rqight be made to sub- 
serve the purpose of providing continu- 
ity of representation, or of providing 
preliminary experience for future dele- 
gates. 

I .would also state that, having the 
good fortune to be able to entertain 
with some freedom, and believing that 
the social diplomatic side of the tieneva 
occasion is very important in regard to 
’ jjromotiilg mutual • friendship and un- 
derstanding between tlie representa- 
tives of the States-members, i did my 
' best in 1922 and in 1923 to give my 
brother delegates of all nations as good 
opportunities as I could to provide for 
• meeting one another at small private 
' dinners and luncheons ; in fact, there 
■ were very few delegates in 1923 who did 
no.t honour me with their company. 
This, I feel sure, would be in conformity 
..with the wishes of Your Highnesses, 
.whom I had the honour to represent on 
the delegation. 

During the session of 1923, I am glad 
to observe, I had the advantage of the 
services, willingly and zealously placed 
at my disposal by my relative the 
Yuvraj of Limbdi, who acted as my 
Military Secretary and rendered me 
great assistance in the social side of 
my work. 

Your Excellency, I consider it a great 

S rivilege that I was appointed by Your 
fXcellency, to represent mj'^ Order, on 
.the Assembly of the League of Nations 
for the third time, during its existence 
of five years, not as a substitute member 
,btit as a full delegate 'which shows that 
Ypiir Excellency was not dissatisfied 
with my work on past occasions, and I 
.sincerely trust I may have been able to 
achieve^ a,t least some measure of success 
in realising my earnest desire to serve 
.His Imperial • Majesty the .Eling- 
Emperpr, the Government of India, my 
country and my brother Princes. 

Before resuming my seat, I beg to be 
allowed to refer to the eminent and 
splendid services' in the cause of India, 
rendered by His Highness the Maha- 
raja Saheb of Alwar as one of the repre- 
^'ntatives of India; at the Imperial 
Conference held in October last year. 

> London and it is with a 

feeling, of imfeigned pride and gratifi- 
cation that. I. testify to .the gallant fight 
His Higimess, and. Dr. 
Bahadur Sapru, in the interest of 
our nationals, residing in South Africa, 
under the leadership of Lord Peel, 


whose presentation of the Indian > casS 
at the conference was magnificent and- 
masterly. 

His Highness’ great admiration for 
■ the statesmanship of General Smuts has 
led to criticism in this country which, 
if I may be allowed to say, does scant 
. justice to His Highness’ superb work 
and I am taking this opportunity whilst 
differing from His Highness’ expressed 
views on one or two points — and even 
at. the risk of anticipating what I am 
certain will be the enthusiastic opinion 
cf this Chamber — of paying my warm 
tribute to His Highness for his great 
advocacy of the South African question 
at the conference. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your Excellency; Your 

Highnesses; In 1921, when l' had the 
privilege of moving a vote of thanks to 
His Highness the Maharaja Jam Saheb 
of Nawanagar after the Chamber ’had 
heard the first statement of -his work 
during his first visit to the Assembly of 
the League of Nations, I dwelt parti- 
cularly upon a striking feature of His 
Highness’ success, namely, the establish- 
ment in a remarkable . .degree of 
personal friendly relations not only -with 
the Delegates of the British Empire but 
also with those of other parts . of the 
world, wliich His Highness had estab- 
lished. 

When I went on the last , occa- 
sion to attend the fifth Assembly of the 
League of Nations I was under no 
delusions a.s to the difficulties which I 
would experience iu following His High- 
ness there. This feeling was brought • 
Pionie to me all the more . vividly by 
coming in perpnal contact, with the 
host of His Highness’ staunch friends 
and sincere admirers, whom we met at 
every turn and far beyond Ihe confines 
of Geneva. 

On the present occasion, after listen- 
ing to His Highness’ interesting 
and comprehensive statement, I con- 
sider it not only a duty but a 
pleasure to move yet another hearty vote 
of thanks to His Highness on the great 
success and the great value of his work 
on two more similar missions in 1922 
and 1923. I should also lilce — ^with the 
knowledge and experience gained by me 
during mj* recent visit to the • League 
of. Nations — to emphasise the fact 
of they wonderfully • cordial relations 
which His Highness has been unique 
in establishing with Kis colleague's 
from all countries and of various 
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nationalities ‘tFrongk his great courtesy 
aha charm of manner and the many 
qualities of head and heart with which 
he has been .endowed. He has thereby 
been the means of winning added lustre 
and respect for his Motherland and for 
his Order. To show that I am not 
talking in an exaggerated sense out 
of my personal friendship and attach- 
ment to His Higtoess, I need give 
only one concrete instance, and that is 
that His Highne.ss was the first and, so 
far, the only Indian who has had the 
distinction of being elected by the Assem- 
bly to preside over one of their big Com- 
mittees which are annually appointed 
and which deal with the greater portion 
of the important and spade work. These 
posts which carry with them great 
responsibilities and involve heavy 
labour and which denoted the confi- 
dence and esteem in which the person 
elected to preside over the Committees 
is held, were much coveted, as I may 
say, by the world. His Highness’ work 
and the close friendly relations which 
he established with the members 
of the various Delegations have also 
been instrumental, in no small degree, 
as we found to our benefit, in 
adding to the dignity and prestige 
of the Indian Delegation and to the 
weight which their views carried in the 
deliberations of that great International 
body. 

To those of us who know by personal 
experience what a sacrifice of time and 
energy it means for the Ruler of a 
State to have to devote himself to 
matters of wider concern, to which Your 
Excellency has been pleased to refer just 
now, it will be obvious that our warmest 
thanks are due to His Highness the 
Maharaja Jam Saheb of Nawanagar for 
the great zeal and public spirit with 
which he is always ready to serve the 
Empire and our Order. And now, 
without inflicting a longer ' speech on 
the House, I propose a: hearty vote of 
thanks to His Highness and offer him 
our sincerest congratulations on the 
oft-repeated success which has attended 
.each of his various International mis- 
sions and the valuable services that he 
has rendei’ed to his country. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Alwar. Your Excellency, I did think 
at the beginning, that an opportunity 
that seldom falls to me has com'e at last 
when after listening to His Highness of 
HaAvanagar’s; statement on the League 


of Nations I should .be in a position to 
pass all kinds of remarks about His 
Highness when making my statement 
before the ' Chamber on the Imperial 
Conference, as His Highnete was going, 
to desert our House. But apparently- 
His Highness’ intuition or telepathy has 
' gone further than I thought — as he has ■ 
already presaged the’ event by making 
all kinds of remarks ' about me in his 
own statement. 'While I now have an 
opportunity of retaliating and am 
already on my legs to face the guns, 

I must confess my incapacity to do full 
justice to the taslc which with pleasure 
I have taken upon myself A I have no 
intimate Icnowledge Avith even that two 
grains' per head of opium question 
or with epidemic commissions or with 
something or someone of Cuba.' Gene- 
rally, 'AAdren such statements have come 
before us in this Chamber in the 


past, I think we have enjoyed-— some 
of us at least — a well earned rest during 
the hea-vy recitations. But on the 
present occasion His Highness has put 
n certain amount of life in his statement 
and it Avas not possible to enjo/ even ; 
that short rest, that we did before. ■ His : 
Highness has attended three meetings, ■ 
I believe, of the League, of Nations. 
And the first question that comes before ' 
my mind is — ^what is this ' League of 
Nations? That various nations send 
their representatives to attend at Geneva 
to discuss important problems, big pro- 
blems, 'world problems, are matters that 
everytody knows.' But it is rather- in- • 
teresting to Study the bamc natural lav?: 
Avhich is Avorking beneath the idea of 
the establishmeht of' this League. . We 
go back to the time of Adam and Eye, 
we see individuals growing into families, 
families enlarging', into 'communities, 
ooinmunities developing .into societies, 
societies, Avidening . into nationalities, 
and nationalities becoming gradually : 
merged into international ideals until, 

I believe, a time must come, according 
to the natural sequence of events when 
international problems will become 
univjersal. I believe that the League 
Nations is merely an expression; 
o the inherent ^ law working througb 
the minds of m.en in the march 
Progress of events and as our ’ 
our small countries 
nnJnto^ problems from wider 

natinnni*^ Until they become 

the League is 
vSSb^alp national qufstions 

EA^e? tboim? ’looming interhational. 
Jt\en though the present league 
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may be in its embryonic stage at pre- 
sent, nevertheless it has to fulfil its 
destiny. Wlioever belongs to it to-day 
or whoever may belong to it to-morrow, 
I believe it is going to become a perma- 
nent institution for bringing various 
nationalities in this world together so 
that they may begin to understand each 
other' and by coming face to face through' 
their representatives appreciate each 
other’s difficulties. It is only then that 
they will be able to share and profit from 
individual experiences for the common 
good of humanity. If that , is_ a right 
conception of the League of Nations and 
the fundamental principles on which it 
is based, then is it not indeed a matter 
of the sincerest congratulation to us all 
that the Prince from our Order who 
has been selected to attend such a 
gathering where these world problems 
are involved should be one who has been 
able to imurint his own name and 
peraenalitv first in the hearts of that 
preat cnnntrv, Pnpland, then later, on 
the minds of his own countrvmen and 
now finallv in the estimation of the 
memhepg of this great House where world 
prohlems are hammered out on the 
anvil. . And what has all this success 
been principallv due to? I have been 
thiulcinu’ over the ouestion mvself. I 
believe it to be because His Highness 
has h^en a great cricketer and all 
throurrh his life with friends or with 
foes he has nlavcd cricket.“’’ Tt is- then 
no cf surprise for those who 

Imow His Highness intirfititelv and it 
onlv s^^ms natural that he should have 
Kucceeded at such a gathering amongst 
people of different', natiohalities and 
chould have', represented the cause of 
Todif) not, onlv oh behalf of the Tn'dian 
Princes hut also ds' one of the represen- 
tatives of India., In passing thi,s vote 


of congratulations and thanks, we are 
but fulfilling a conventional yet pleasui-- 
able duty but our sentiments of appi'e- 
ciation’that we feel in our hearts cannot 
be expressed. With these "words, I 
second the resolution for the vote of 
thanks moved by my colleague, Hi.s 
Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: I imagine 
there is no necessity to put this resolu- 
tion of vote of thanks to the vote as I 
am certain that it will be carried with, 
acclamation. I desire to add that there 
is no tribute which has been paid eithei’ 
bv His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner^ or by His Highness the 
Maharaja of Alwar to which I do 
not subscribe. Indeed. I ’ would 
onlj'^ _ say this at this moment 
that if I had expressed myself I could 
not have done it better. Indeed, I 
would not have done it as well. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Nawanagar: Your Excellency and Your 
Highnesses, I must convey iny grateful 
thpks for the manner in which Your 
Highnesses have been pleased to pass 
the vote of congratulations and thanks 
this afternoon so generously proposed 
and seconded and supported by His ; 
Ixcellency. I have done my best and 
in doing that I have only done my dntv. 
It will always be my pleasure and it 
will always be my endeavour to serve 
not only my King and country but my 
Order. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: It is 
rather late now and we had better post- 
pone further business until to-morrow. • 


The Chamber of Princes then adjourn- 
ed till Tuesday, the 18th November 
1924, at 11 o’clock. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND DAY. 

November ISth, 1924. 

The folloTving E/uling Princes and Chiefs T^vere present ^ 

Kashmir. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir. 

Madras (Madras States). 

The Nawab of Banganapalle. 

Bombay (including Stales of Western India)* 

The Pant Sachiv of Bhor. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Dhi'angadhra. 

The Thakxir of Kadana. 

The Tbakur Sahib of Limbdi. 

The Thakur Sahib of Palitana 

Punjab (including Punjab States). 

The Rana of Baghat. 

The Baja of Kalsia. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Kapui*thala. 

The Narrab of Lohani. 

Bihar and Orissa. 

The Maharaja of Sonpur. I The Eaja of Talcher. 


His Highness the Nawab of Baoni, 

His Highness the Raja of Jhabua. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Orchha 
His Highness the Maharaja of Panna. 

Gwalior. 

His Highness the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior.. 

Rajputana. v . 

His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar. His Highness the Maharawal of Jaisalmet 

His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner. His Highness the Maharaja of Jodhpur. . 

His Highness the Maharaj B.ana of Dholpur. His Highness the Maharao of Kotah. * 

• * 

Sikkim. 

His Highness the Maharaja of SikkiK. 
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Central India. 


His Highness the Maharaja .of Be^a. ?; 
His Highness the Baja of Sdlaha. 

His Highness the Mahamja of Sahitliari* 
His Highness the Raja, of Sitamau; "J' 


His Highness the Nawab of Malerkotla. 
His Highness the Maharaja of Patiala. 
His Highness the ^laharaja of Sirmur. 
His Highness the Baja of Snket. 


His Highness the jMabaraja of Porbandav. 
His Highness the Maharaja. of Bajpipla. 
The Chief of Sangli. 

The Thakur Sahib of Wadhwan. 

His Highness the Raj Saheb of Wankaner. 



Agendum No. 5. . 

1. Refort of the Standing Committee 

regarding the construction of tram- 
ways in Indian States. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your Excellency; Your 

'Highnesses ; as the Chamber last 
met in February 1923 I feel that, 
as Chancellor, I should be failing 
jn my duty if I did not bring to 
the notice of Your Excellency and Your 
Highnesses some of the more salient fea- 
tures and important details connected 
with the work of the Standing Com- 
mittee during the past 21 months, to 
some of which Your Excellency has made 
a reference in your opening Address. 
And I would beg for the indulgence of 
the Chamber if in presenting the Report 
of the Standing Committee on Tram- 
ways, which I do for your general 
approval, I also give "^our Highnesses 
a brief review: of such work. 

It is not necessary for me now to 
allude to the reasons w:hich led to the 
postponement of the Session of the 
Chamber of Princes last cold weather, 
as His Excellency’s reference to it yes- 
terday will have allayed the apprehen- 
sions which I have at, times heard ex- 
pressed and reassured all concerned that 
there is no intention on the part of His . 
Excellency or the British Government to 
discourage the meetings of the Chamber 
or to, depart from the provision made in 
the rules laid down for the conduct of 
business for the bidding of an annual 
Session at Delhi. ,• 

Tfie St'anding . Committee- met on no 
less tjban.foux occasions .during the inter-, 
vening period,.or twice more than would 
have been possible had the Chamber met 
a year ago. . 

. The first was a^ very brief session i 
held on' the 10th..February 1923, when j 
the report of the Ministers’ Sub-Corn- ; 
mittee on the question of Railway Juris- ■ 
diction .was taken up, but as no conclu- j 
sions could, within the, short time at our j: 
-disposal, he arrived at ,then, further ' 
consideration of the matter was post- 
poned till the next meeting. The ques- 
tion of Air Navigation was also taken 
up when only Their Highnesses of 
Gwalior. Cutch, Dholpur and myself 
were able to be present, but this subject- 
too — in the words of the communication 
from tlie Political' Secretary to me — 
could not be (liscusse'd in the Standing 


Committee-" except in a cursory ahd 
preliminary manner 

So far as I can ascertain, none of 
the papers relating to the work then 
done by the Committee has been circu- 
lated, nor has reallj’' sufficient progress 
been made in the matter for them to be 
circulated to the States, and on the dis- 
tinct understanding that this question 
is going to be further discussed by the 
Standing Committee and that its recom- . 
mendations regarding this important 
subject of Air Navigation — ^which in- 
volves the question of the Sovereignty of 
the States over the Air — ^will be sub- 
mitted to the Chamber and also there- 
after circulated to the States in accord- 
ance with the usual procedure followed 
in the past, I do not consider it neces- 
sary for me to t-ake up the time of the 
Chamber in dealing further with the 
matter to-day. T .should not f.ail to omit 
that, though unable to be present at the 
meeting, Tbolv Highnesses of Patiala 
and Alwar told me that thev also attach- 
ed the greatest importance to the ques- 
tion and authorised me to sa.v that they 
agreed ■?vith ■'^^e on the u-eneral principles 
I urged in this .connection. . . .. 

The_ second session of the Standing 
Committee was held in Simla from the 
4th to the 8th September 1923, which 
may, I think, be fairlv described in some 
ways as the most momentous, and ulti- 
matelv the most satisfactorv.- of all the 
sessions held since we last presented our 
Reports to the Chamber. The following 
were the more important subjects dealt'- 
with: — ; 

(11 Construction of Railways. 

(2) Construction of Telegraph 
lines. 

(3) Question of the exclusion of 
Panth Piploda, Jamnia and 
Nimkhera from the list of lesser 
Chiefs in Central India entitled 
to vote for a Representative 
Member in the Chamber of 
Princes. 

(4) Cession of Jurisdiction over 
Railway lands. 

(5) Telephone lines in Indian States. 

(6) Wireless telegraphy and tele- 
phony. 

Of these the summary regarding 
the construction of Railways in Indian 
States, which it -will be repiembered was 
presented to -the Chamber ip .l'92f. and 



had received the general, approval of the 
Chamber, and which was sent back to' us 
for revision and reconsideration with 
some important portions considerably 
altered, caused us for the time very 
serious anxiety. But I am glad to be 
able to add in regard to this, as also in 
regard to the Summary relating to Tele- 
graphs, that we were able to achieve 
ultimately the most satisfactory and 
important results which, though they 
did not secure to the States all that we ' 
could have hoped and wished for, was 
decidedly a great advance, as His Excel- 
lency told us yesterday, on the old policy 
. and condition of things. Instead of tak- ‘ 
ing up the time of the Chamber by soing 
into details, I propose to circulate to 
Your Highnesses the matters then dealt 
with in the usual parallel columns which 
will show evervthing at a glance, and it 
only remains for me to give expression 
to our sense of sincere indebtedness to 
Major Ogilvie, then Acting Political 
Secretary, Mr. Hindley, the Chief Com- 
missioner of Pailwavs, and Colonel Sir 
Danvers "Viraghorn . then a Member of the 
Railwa.v Board, for their sympathetic 
and liberal attitude in regard to the 
matter. Last tint not the least, T must 
also mention Sir Muhammad Shah, the 
Laif7 Member of Council, who came to 
our assistance hv drafting an amend- 
ment which, with some verbal altera- 
tions, was adopted bv the Committee. In 
this connection, it is also nece.ssarv as a 
precautionary measure to emphasize, 
and to invite attention to, what has 
been recorded in paragraph 25 of my 
Hote dated the 2nth October 1923, which 
I submitted to His Excellency, and 
which.^ besides generally dealing with 
other important matters connected with 
our Rtandinsr Committee work, deals 
particularly with the question under 
discussion, viz., Hallways in Indian 
States. 

To Mr. Geoffrey Clarke, Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs, we 
are also no less indebted for his broad- 
minded and syrnpathetic assistance in 
meeting, wherever it lay. in his power, 
our reasonable points in regard to the 
question of ' Telegraphs as also of the 
other subjects with which his Depart- 
ment was concerned. . 

Since then the resolutions of the 
Government of India in regard to the 
Construction of Railways, and the Con- 
struction of Telegraph, lines in Indian 
States, have been issued which will have 
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already received Your Highnesses’ atten- 
tion. , , . .: 

■ A resolution has also been,- similarly 
issued by the Government of India in 
regard to. Telephones. 

I regret that I 'forgot so far to 
refer to the important details which are 
embodied in the Government of India 
resolution regarding “ clear the line ” 
and “ priority ” telegrams,- which are' 
the outcome of the labours and efforts of 
the Standing Committee. In this con- 
nection, I invite Your Highnesses’ atten- 
tion to the concluding portion of the , 
Government of India Pesolution No. 242-. 
I., da.ted tbe Rt.b December 1923, in • 
regard to Telegraphs. 

I am sure it would also he Your V 
Hiehnesses’ desire that I should tender, 
on onr united behalf, our orateful thanks 
to His Excellencv the Viceroy for the 
prompt and sati.sfaetorv mariuef in which 
the‘5e reqolut.ious were issued spnu ' after 
onr Simla se.ssion in Sept-Cmber 1923. 

ovpr Pnihnav Lfinds 
tin T'niiinn had criven in mv 

I sr>e«nb iu the Cb.amber ou Eehrua'n' Blth. _ 
j 1 qog a brief bictorv of tbe progress wade • 

/ iu rerrard to t-b’S verv.imr>nrtaut and in- • 
j tricate nrieofinu, wb’cb will be found on 
/, -pno-cic. 04 fn qp ;of tbe Propeodings of the 
■' Cbamber for.. that vear. As I infowued 
j/ Vour PTicrbhesses on that occasion the 
I Standing ComTuittee, after discussing 
tbe. various alternatives arising out of 
tbft renort of tbe ‘Committee of Minis- 
ters. was tben noh able to- come to any 
final d eci si on in , .regard io th e qn est i on 
and that this :point togetMr with the 
other outstanding .points '.was propased 
to be dealt with bv the. hew Ptandiug 
j Committee. Accordingly,' the Commit- 
tee met and di.scussed this quCstioh at a 
verv impo-rtant meeting on the, 6th Sep; 
tcTuber 1923, when it,cameUo the coh- 
I 1 elusion that a 'detailed exaihihation of 
; 1 the subject ' Was .necessa]n>- ih order to 
j.Q settle '■ 

I • (1) Minimum •jurisdiction, if. any, ' 
i . • required for railway ..purposes: , : 

1 ■ . .and . . ' . . •• ’ 

I (2) changes in the ' present Sindunt 
‘ . of 'jurisdiction ceded' in indivi- 
i dual cases 'in order to satisfy 

I •' the principle.- ' ' ' • , 

Th'ey were, also of. the opinioni~Ih'at tEis ■ 
detailed examination could best be made , ; 

hy tbe officers, of tbe Government of ■ 
India concerned and it was decided that 



t period of 3 months should be allowed l divided jurisdiction were almost in- 

for this examination and that thereafter 1 superable, and they were of opinion 

the Special Committee consisting of the I that, as the difficulties which would re- 

officers of the Government of India and J suit from breaks of jurisdiction would be 

two Ministers should assemble to con- j very great, a preferable solution would 

sider the question further. The Princes be thnt full jurisdiction should, as an 

on the Standing Committee nominated / experiment, be retroceded on selected 

Sir Manubhai Mehta of Baroda and' lengths of line suitable for one or more 

Colonel K. N. Haksar of Gwalior, sub- railway police stations, subject to the 

ject to the consent of Their Highnesses Government of the State concerned 

of Baroda and Gwalior, for the purpose. making applicable an Act on the lines of 

In this case also we are particularly in- the Indian Railways Act to the length 

debted for the assistance received froml iu question. - 

Sir Muhammad Shafi, Major Ogilvie, \ matter was then dealt with 

Mr. Hindley and Sir Danvers Waghorn. \ by the Standing Committee at their last 
To the particular Ministers of Indian \ meeting at ISimla on the 20th August 

States, who were of such immense assist- \ 1924 , which decided to accept the recom- 

ance to us and who fought the battles mendations of this Committee of the 

of the Indian States with such devotion, I ofHcers of the Government of India and 


consistency and fair-mindedness, it is 
impossible to pay an adequate tribute, 
and we are also indebted to the other 
Law Officers of the British Government 
who helped to straighten out and smooth 
matters. May I also take, this opportu- 
nity of expressing our gratitude to the 
other Ministers who have similarly 
rendered help on other Committees from 
time to time? , 

In accordance with the wishes of 
the Standing Conunittee, the question 
was discussed by Mr. Hindley, Mr. 
Graham, and Major Ogilvie; the diffi- 
culties, legal and otherwise, were con- 
sidered and a conclusion was arrived at 
that the best, method of dealing with the 
case was to take up .separately the case 
of each State yirough' which a railway 
runs, and ascertain how far . the prin- 
ciple accepted at 'the.last meeting of the 
Standing Committee could be applied. 
The. views .of Mr.' Coupland, Inspector- 
General of Railway Police, Rajputana, 
weye also , elicited.. At the meeting of 
the St^ding Committee held in January 
last, the, position was explained to the 
PrinTOs^ and ' it was ■ decided to convene 
a Ministers’ meeting in May 1924. 

■ That meeting came off on the 19th 
,^.^24, at which the Political 
Secretary explained the position that had 
.been reached in. the course of the discus- 
"sions and Mr. Coupland’s Note was then 
considered. . After examining the prac- 
ticability of certain suggestions, the 
question of the difficulties caused by 
frequent breaks of jurisdiction was con- 
sidered, and. the Political Secretary, 
Hindley, ]\Ir. Hadow, a Member o”f 
the Railway Board, and Mr. Coupland 
thought that the practical difficulties of 


i the Ministers of Indian States, and it 
1 Was proposed that when the experiment 
I regarding the retrocession on selected 
i lengths of line of full jurisdiction to a 
; State was made, it should be tried for a 
Period of two years, subject to reconsi- 
deration at the end of one year. The 
maiter, I understand, is now receiving 
His Excellency’s consideration. 1 trust 
that this brief statement will sufficiently 
answer the various enquiries which, in 
view of the importance of the subject, 

1 have been addressed to the Chancellor 
; and will indicate the satisfactory pro- 
1 gress made; and we may confidently 
1 anticipate His Excellency s careful and 
‘ sympathetic consideration of the matter. 

■ The Standing Committee met for 
the third time in January 1924 at Delhi 
;and dealt with, of had (and have still) 
under consideration, the following sub- 
jects: — 

i (1) Construction of Tramways. 

(2) Postal and telegraph transac- 
tions in Indian States. ' 

(3) -Assessment of compensation 

for railway lands in Indian 
States. 

(4) Acquisition of non-residential 

property in British India 
by Ruling Princes and Chiefs. 

(5) Dealings between Indian States 

and Capitalists and Pinancial 
Agents. . 

(6) Wireless Telegraphy and Tele- 
phony. 

There is nothing calling for im- 
mediate attention at this moment, and 
^ therefore, take up the time 

otthe Chamber in dealing in any detail 
With our work on that occasion. 



The fourth and last meeting, of 
the Committee was held at Simla in 
August 1924. As I was at the time 
attending the. Assembly of the League 
of Nations in Geneva, I have obviously 
no first-hand knowledge of the work 
and other connected details which will 
be dealt with by His Highness the 
Maharajah of Patiala, who during my 
absence was acting as Chancellor, and 
who has kindly agreed to present the 
Reports of the Committee in regard to 
the various subjects dealt with on that 
occasion. 

Before proceeding further I feel sure 
it would be in accordance with the sense 
of the Chamber that I should take this 
the first available opportunity of offer- 
ing our felicitations to His Highness 
the Maharajah of Patiala for the able 
and painstaking manner in which he 
carried out his arduous duties while 
acting as Chancellor during my absence 
in Europe. May I digress for a 
moment to make a- statement which is 
not strictly concerned with this review 
but which will save me having to rise 
and to speak when such summaries are 
presented? In according my general 
approval to the Summaries to be thus 
presented representing work done in 
bimla in August last during my 
absence, I should like to make it clear 
that in view of the very short time 
Which I have had at my disposal for 
studying these papers and consequently 
W not having b^en able fully to 
master the various facts and details, I 
must reserve not only to my Govern- 
ment but also to myself personally the 
right to offer suggestions for any addi- 
0 s and alterations to the recommen- 
^tions made, and to reconsider such 
matters on a fuller loiowledge and study 
details when in due course these 
State in accordance 
with the usual procedure following the 
of such reports in the 

But to make, this review complete. 

It would be as well, to add that the fol- 

tenlaSn 

(2) '^urs and visits abroad of 
ituling Princes and Chiefs: 

(3) Question of giving publicity to 
the proceedmgs of the Cham- 


(4) Radio broadcasting. 

(5) Poppy cultivation and 
manufacture of opium in 
Indian States, regarding 

. which I ought to have stated, 

long ago that a Committee of 
Ministers was appointed some 
’ . time ago, but which owing to 

diverse reasons could not meet 

• till a few, days past. '■ 

’ ; (6) Horse-breeding ' in Indian . : 

States. ' 

. (V) Acquisition of non-residen- 
tial property in British India ' 
by Ruling Princes and Chiefs. 

(8) Amendment of the Resolution 
regarding Courts of Arbitra- . 

. tion, with a view to fixing a ! 
,' , time limit. , : ; I 

(9) Railway Jurisdiction. 

(10) Compensation for Railway 
lands, 

(11) Postal and telegraph trans- i 

actions. . i 

(12) Wireless telegraphy and tele- 
phony. 

(13) Boundary settlements in 
Indian States. 

The Committee meetings have as 
usual been very long and continued 
till late hpurs in .the ' evening and 
entailed' a. considerable amount of pre- 
paration in,- addition to the heavy res- 
ponsible work- which has to be tackled 
at ■ the actual ...Committee meetings. 
Incidentally,, I might bring to the notice 
of the Chamber — not in any controver- ; 
s;al spirit, but with ^ view to submit- 
if I may say so^how wise was Your 
Highnesses’ ., decision in reducing the : 
quorum , of the Committee to 3 in peb- 
ruary 1923, for on at least 3 occasions 
there was just the bare quorum. 

. May I- here x’efer. to - andther im- 

prtant .detail? , Considering vthe num- 
ber of days and hours spent it may 
appear as if the result was not commea- 

but I would beg 
m mind the excep” 
wliich from the verj^ 

fare Tb had to 

T rartiP^^! h revising political 

practice is by .no means easjvnnd with 

^ for. one am only 
iu?h ? fact. that in the 

iT?f important details of great 

loS ^b° our Order are apt to be over- 
1 i* -1 individually tor even col- 

lectively, . Our task is rendered Si the 



ihdt'c difficult by receiving the sum- 
maries which we have to deal with at 
a Committee meeliug at what can com- 
paratively speaking be called very short 
notice, and it is to be earnestly hoped 
tiiat all such summaries in regard to the 
various subjects which have already 
been earmarked for being dealt with 
by the Standing Committee, for the re- 
vision of political practice, may be pre- 
pared by the Political Department and 
circulated to the Chancellor and other 
members of the Standing Committee as 
urgently as possible, so that the ques- 
tions can be gone into thoroughly with 
plenty of time ahead and the Princes 
may be enabled to attend the sessions 
weir prepared. I do not think that wo 
are making an unreasonable request or 
making too great a demand upon the 
time of the Political Secretary and his 
office. After all, the matters relating 
to the British Government jire only sent 
to us after they have been referred to, 
and thoroughly examined by, all the 
Departments and officials concerned of 
the Government of India, including, I 
understand, their Law Officers. And 
it appears only right that all the sum- 
niaries and available material should 
similarly be at the disposal of the 
Princes and States in good time and the 
rest expedited. 

In other cases, . the Princes have, 
on technical and other grounds, had to 
appoint Committees br -Sub-Committees 
of Ministers and other responsible 
officers and teclinibal 'experts of the 
States to go into the - matter with tlie 
officers concerned bf the British Govern- 
ment and to 'report to the Standing 
Committee. The progress in regard to 
such matters, ' though slow, has been 
steady. ; - 

A great deal of our time has, in 
the past, ;.been taken up in having to 
deal not only once, but at times, one 
might almost say, over and over again, 
w'ith summaries which have been re- 
turned to us for re-consideration as a 
result almost entirely of the fresh objec- 
tions raised by, and the opinions and 
criticisms of. Local Governments and 
Administrations. I feel sure it Avill be 
the desire of this Chamber, including 
its illustrious President, that there 
should be ■ greater expeditiousness in 
such matters and that — apart from the 
battles of the States, where they have 
the right ^ on their side, being fought 
■\vith greater tenacity by the officers of 
the Political Department — ^the Imperial 
Government, in the important matter of 


Imperial relationship with the Princes 
and States, will exercise its prerogative 
and come to early and satisfactory and 
equitable decisions in regard to the 
questions on which the viev;s of the 
Standing Committee and Local Govern- 
ments are at divergence. 

In fairness to the Princes on the 
Standing Committee, may I invite 
your attention to another point ? 
I have heard it stated that with 
seven Princes on the Committee, we 
sometimes took up a longer time than 
was really necessary in' discussing the 
various points involved and that at times 
such discussions were not always rele- 
vant or to the point. I fear I cannot 
deny that that has never been the case. 
Imt I do assure Your Excellency and Your 
Sighnesses that that is not the crying 
evil or the main, or direct source 
of our difficulties. Of course, a smaller 
Committee of say 3 or 4 is bound to get 
through its work quicker as, for instance, 
speaking of occasions when I was pre- 
sent, wdien the Committee met in Simla 
in September 1923 with only three of us 
present and when, as has been clear from 
what I have already stated, we got 
through a noteworthy amount of heavy 
and important, and yet extremely deli 
cate, matters with remarkably satisfac- 
tory results and, comparatively speak- 
ing, in a remarkably short time. It is 
in some ways tempting to dilate on some- 
of the other occasions which led to so 
little satisfactory results at the end of 
our Committee meetings and which con- 
tribute to delays and difficulties — ^not to 
add other troubles — far more than any 
action on the part of the Princes of the 
kind described above. But I will merelv 
content myself here by stating that no 
blame can fairly be laid at the door of 
Your Highn^ses’ elected representatives 
on the Committee on that account; Some 
of these matters have already been 
brought by me to the notice of Your 
Excellency, either by means of Notes, or 
Verbally on other occasions; and I need 
say no more here to-day. 

Having only recently returned from 
Europe, and having had only four 
days in Bikaner, during which, as well 
as since my arrival here, I have been 
in constant communication with the 
Political Secretary — and I might add 
that some of the subjects are still being 
taken up by me — and on account of my 
having got out of touch with some details 
for three montlis during my absence, and 
due to our prolonged m'eetihgs in Delhi 




for tile last two days, and having to pre- 
pare most of my work for the Chamber 
the night before, I would beg for the in- 
dulgence of Tour Excellency and Yopr 
•Highnesses for any imperfections, omis- 
sions and mistakes in the presentation of 
m}’’ report. 

- Coming now finally to ^ the Sum- 
mary itself relating to TramAvays, there 
are only tivo important points to Avhich 
I need invite your attention, the rest of 
the alterations in it being comparativekv 
minor ones which were called for in the 
light of the recent Eesolution of the Im- 
perial Government regarding the con- 
struction of Railways in Indian States. 
The most important point that cropped 
up during the discussion of this Sum- 
mary — a point which was never antici- 
pated to arise out of the Sum- 
mary — was in relation to clause 4 of the 
Revised Summary, discussion on which 
opened up a very big question, viz., whe- 
ther one State has the right, under an 7 
circumstances, to debar another from 
building a tramway of its OAvn Avithin 
its OAvn territories for opening out its 
coimtry and further developing its in- 
ternal resources. For instance. State 
“ A ” Avants to build a tramway 


from one of its outlying districts to 
connect it with its Capital. Such a 
tramway might carry away a certain 
amount of trafiic at present conveyed 
outside the border of that State by an 
existing Railway or a tramway belong- 
ing to a neighbouring State “B”. The 
question was “ Can this neighbouring 
State “B” assert any right to stop State 


“ A ” from constructing its OAvn tram- 
way 1” The line Avhich the majority of 
the Princes .on the Standing Committee 
took was that since every State had a 
right to build tramway lines within its 
OAvn territory, no other State could claim 
to interfere with the Sovereignty of 
the State concerned by obstructing the 
construction of such a tramway or by 
claiming compensation for loss of traffic 
Avhich it may have been hitherto ca:^y- 
iug, it, of course, being assumed that 
such railway, or tramway claiming 
vested interests is already outside the 
territoTvof the State constructing the 
new tramway. This in its tmm mpened 
up a still wider question ' 

P'Jts I pointed out that all such discus- 
■ sionswere, in the case of tramways at 
least purely academic inasmuch as Avhat- 
ever cUessions and terms we may have 
ari-ived at in- regard to railAimys, the 
situation about .the tramways was not 
of a nature now .to dead to a complicated 


system whereby also the direct rights of 
a State and its Sovereignty would be 
infringed by curtailing any of its rights 
or hampering its jiOAvers of maldiig 
tramwa 3 ^s. I further pointed out that 
it was impossible to ^ think that a tram- 
Avay could compete with a railway. 
UltimatelA’’,' in order to make the position 
quite clear, so that no question of any 
such A^ested rights as are referred to 
above might arise,, and after discussing 
oij another day several alternatives, the 
following clause 5 of the revised Sum- 
mary which is before Your Highnesses, 
was inserted. It runs as'folloAVS ; — 

“ Since it is the Sovereign right of 
every State to construct tram- 
waj’-s within its oAvn territory to 
open lip its country and to develop ■ 
its internal resources, etc., no,' 
question of vested rights or claini.s 
for compensation for an existing 
tramway or railway outside the" 
territory of the State can, in the ' 
absence of any specific agreement, 
arise or be admissible ”. 

I am sure Your Highnesses will agree 
that the clause, in view of the point 
raised, was necessary and equitable and 
that it adequateljj safeguards the 
Sovereign rights of the State concerned. 

The other point that I wish to 
'bring to Your Highnesses’ notice is the 
one relating to the method of awarding 
* compensation to the owner of an existing 
tramway where a raihvay, as referred 
to in clause 2, is constructed. In the 
Summary prepared by the Political 
Department it Avas stated that " the 
question of the necessity for the payment, 
ol compensation to the oAvner of the 
tramway and of the method of payment 
as well as of the amount, if any, to be 
paid will be decided by the Government , 
of India in accordance with the prin- 
ciples governing the payment of compen- 
sation to railways in British India ”• 

The Summary as ■ revised by the 
Committee provides that the “ method of 
payment AAull be settled by.mutual agree- 
ment between the GbAmrninent- of India 
and the State, or in case.^of a difference 
by arbitration. In the event of arbitra- 
tion each party shall appoint one arbi- 
trator. Should the Arbitrators be un- 
able to agree they shall appoint ^an 
Umpire whose decision shall be final - 

Your • Highnesses Avillj-j; T am-’; con* 
fident, see tliat the ; prp.cediire 
equitable and just, , and' is .v based on the 
principle of reciprocity. 
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at the following conclusions, that the 
consent of the Government of India 
should be required for employment in 
the Indian States in the following cases 
only:— 

{a) Europeans and Americans on a 
salary exceeding Rs. 900 a 
month, 

Note. — ^The Government of India should he informed 
as soon as possible of the engagement of Europeans 
and Americans below this salary limit, 

(&) retired members of the Indian 
Civil Service or of the Political 
Department of the Government 
of India, 

{c) retired British officers of the 
Army employed by States in a 
Tnilitary capacity, and 

(d) aliens in any capacity. 

Your Highnesses will observe that we 
have recommended a rise from Rs. 400 
to'Rs. 900 in the salary limit as suggested 
by the Committee. We have also split 
up the term European into British, 
American and alien. Our second recom- 
mendation is that in case of emergency 
there is no objection to provisional 
appointments being made by Ruling 
Princes and Chiefs subject to the subse- 
quent consent of the Government of 
India which will be asked for as soon 
as possible. 

Our last recommendation is that the 
consent of the Government of India 
should not be required in the case of the 
temporary engagement of professional 
people, such as barristers, doctors, 
nurses, etc., on payment of the usual 
fees. 

With these remarks I submit the report 
of the Standing Committee for the 
general approval and acceptance of the 
Chamber. 

His Highness the Maharaj Eana of 
Dholpur : I beg to second His Highness 
the Maharaja of Patiala’s motion. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: May I 
take it that the report is adopted? All 
that I can say at the present moment is 
that in the ordinary course the Govern- 
ment of India will give its most careful 
consideration to the report. 


Agendum Ho. 13. 

Resolution by His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Gwalior de^precating the exe- 
cution of agreement by a Riiler before, 
or a short time after accession, or his 
coming of age investiture with ruling 
'powers. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Gwalior; Your Excellency; The Re- 


solution of the Government of India, 
which I propose should be amended, pro- 
vides generally what shall not be donj 
during a minority administration" 
The recognition expressed in the 2ud 
paragraph of the Resolution, viz., that 
the Government nf ere the trustees 
and custodians of the rights, interests 
and traditions of the. States during min- 
ority administration, the allusion in fhe 
same paragraph to their general policy 
which opens by deprecating pressure nil 
Darbars, and more particularly, para- 
graph 5 of the principles to be observed 
during a minority adramistration, 
which are embodied in the Resolution are 
all evidence of the Government of India’s 
very best intentions as regards the States 
as well as of the nature of matters in 
respect of which that Government have 
declared their resolve to allow things *0 
go on as they have been. All this is as 
it should be. and I beg to submit that 
it would be in keeping with the spirit of 
the policy underlying the Resolution if it 
be explicitly laid down that the scrupu- 
lous abstention, enjoined by Govern- 
ment upon themselves and their Officers 
to be observed during the minority of a 
Ruler extends also, so far, at any rate, 
as their own initiative is concerned, to 
the point of time when the Ruler, on 
attaining his majority, is about to be in- 
vested with powers and indeed to a subse- 
quent period. 

In the past there have actudly 
been cases in which a young Ruler, imme- 
diately after his coming of age, was 
called upon to sign important docu- 
ments and to come to decisions vitallv 
affecting bis privileges and prerogatives 
and the interests of his Statp 
Obviously, such a Ruler cannot, in the 
circumstances, resist the call made upon 
him, nor can he be expected to be in '<■ 
position to appreciate the consequences, 
either to himself or to his State in future, 
resulting from_ such acts. In such a 
position there is, I submit, a very great 
danger, as it imports the possibility of a 
Ruler being ^ irrevocably committed, 
sometimes against his better judgment, 
and, more often than not. against tha 
interests of his State and subjects. 

Against such a danger it is, I main- 
tain, the clear duty of this Ohamber to 
guard, for the future, every young 
Ruler ; and T am firmly persuaded that 
1 IS the desire^ of the Government of 
India, though it Hoes not find specific 
expression in the Resolution we are dis- 
cussing. that all young Rnlej-s of States, 
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-when at the thro?hold of thr>ir careers, 
pfinnld be so protected. 

I trust, therefore, that the amend- 
ment whu'li I am moviii" will be adopted 
in the Chamher and meet with the 
approval of Your Excellency. 

Tn conclu.sion, I tru.st tFTat my su"- 
Ke.stion will be rc"arded as entirely 
roasonnHle. for It i.s intended to .safe- 
'niaril botli the Government and (he 
State.s. 


from TIis ni^hness has the unique ad- 
vanta"e of his long administrative ex- 
perience and a rare diplomatic insight, 
jfli.s Ilighness has .special opportunities 
of cln.se and flirect association with Gov- 
ernment and their highest Officers. 
There can thus be no better guarantee 
about the wisdom of a Resolution than 
that it should he sponsored by a Prince 
oi His TIighne.ss’ liigh standing, great 
reputation and far-siglited statesman- 
ship. 


T beg leave to move : — 

“That thi.s Ghamber resolves that His 
Exeollencv tlie Vicerov be requested that 
the Re.solntion of the Government of 
fiidia in the. Foreiirn and Political De- 
partment. Ho. I HH-T.A., dated Siinla, 
the 9,7(h August, 1017. relating to the 
administration of an Tndian State 
during a ' minority' siioidd he so 
amended as to provide ; — 

(rt) that no Ruler should be expect- 
ed to decide, one way or the 
other, in regard to important 
matters, on the assumption of 
pois^ers, and 

(b) that no Ruler should, ordinarily 
until seven years after the as- 
sumption of powers, be called 
upon to commit himself irrevo- 
cably in regard to anv impor- 
tant measures taken during Ids 
iCinority.” 

His Hiahness the -^Maharaia of 
Bikaner- I beg to second the resolution. 
In view of the fact that the point in- 
volved is clear and in view ofTTis High- 
nes.s the ^faharaia Scindia’s remarks, I 
<lo not think T need take up the time of 
tho Chamber by saying anything fur- 
ther. 

^ The Chief of Sanali: Your Excellency, 
Your Hiohiiesscs. I rise to offer my sup- 
nort to the Resolution so ably moved by 
Tiis TTighness the Yfaharaia SaheH of 
Gwalior and seconded hv His Higliness 
the Yfaharain of Bikaner about the 
.^lendment . of.'the Resolution of the 
Hovornment of India in the Foreicn and 
Political Department, Ho. 1-194-1. A. 
(jnterl Simla.- the 97th August. 101 t! 
relating^ to the administration of an 
uHiian- .^tate during a minority. 

A Resolution coming from His Hieh- 
ne.s.s of Gwalior doe.s not stand in need 
01 any support from me, Y'e are all 
aware that a proposition w'hich proceeds 


In view of the arguments already 
urged hv Their Highne.sses of Gwalior 
and Bikaner, there remains little to be 
.said bv me. A.s observed bv Hi.s Highi)e5!s 
of Gwalior the Government of India 
have the verv best" of intentions, as re- 
gards the States and have declared 
their resolve in respect of certain im- 
portant matter.s to allow things during 
minoritv administration to go on as they 
have been. I am sure I am voicing a 
sentiment common to all the Ruling 
Princes and Chiefs of India when I say 
that thev are all very grateful to Gov- 
ernment for their policy of protecting 
the rights, interests and traditions of 
the States during minority administra- 
tion. 


luu iiihiiuiu-s in wnien vonng Kulers 
have on immediatelv attaining maiority 
Jmd fo sigil important documents are 
evidentlv not in keeping w-ith the nnder- 
Iving poliev and principles of the Re^n- 
lution which is sought to be .amended, 
•so as to e.xoliide any future possibilities 
of such occurrence. If Government is 
pleased to give their kind consideration' 
to this Re.solntion. it will not onlv pre- 
vent the recurrence of such insfanres 
and thn.s contribute to the fiirthe.’ growtE 
of mutual confidence between Govern- 
ment and the State.s hut it will ,al.so pre- 
serve untarnished the splendid name 
■and renutnimn of ‘Rrifisb diploniacv for 

honwtv..„p fa ; j 

that His Excellency with his un.sur- 
love nf reputation 

tor synip.at}iv will he pleased to «ive 
effect to this Re.s6lntion. 

&‘s Hiffhiies.s the Maharaia of Por- 
oandar: Your Excellency. Your Hitdi- 
nes.^es. Alre^adv a lot has l^een 
said and .-iblv said on this .suhiect bv 
I heir Hio-hne.sses who have preceded 
me. and therefore there does not rem.iin 
much to be isaifi hv me. The snbfecf 
however, is so inberentlv important and 
affect.s the n-hole of our Order th.ttJ 
crave Your Highnesses' indulgence for a 



few moments to accord my humble but 
firm support to His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Gwalior’s resolution. 

It is, I believe, an established fact of 
English law that a contz'act entered into 
by a minor is not binding on him even 
if he confirms it after attaining majori- 
ty. The law no doubt aims at guarding 
the interests of a minor in such a way 
that no one could take advantage of his 
extreme youth and inveigle him into 
entering into a contract which will be 
prejudicial to his interests in after life. 
It does not require a great stretch of ima- 
gination on the part of Your Highnesses 
to see how much more important it is to 
guard against a minor Ruler being 
peacefully persuaded into signing some- 
thing which may be harmful and dero- 
gatory not only to himself but to his 
successors and the State. It must then 
necessarily mean the loss of izzat of the 
new Ruler, and to my mind, loss of 
prestige of any individual Member of 
our Chamber is a loss of prestige to the 
whole of our Order. Therefore, I most 
earnestly and fervently request Your 
Hishnesses to support His Highness the 
Maharaja of Gwalior’s resolution 
strongly and unanimously. 

The Rawab of Loharu: Might I 
humbly propose that a Committee be 
formed to consider the question more 
fully before we come to a decision on the 
subject, because it may be necessary for 
a Ruler immediately on assuming his 
powers to come to an engagement either 
with the British Government or any 
other State, and if this resolution is 
passed and accepted by Government it 
may stand in the way of that Ruler 1 

His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar ; 

If His Highness will read the I’esolution, 
it lays down that a Prince should not be 
called upon to do certain things but that 
he is entirely at liberty to do them if 
he himself wishes. 

■ His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: And there is also the word 
irrevocably ’. 

The Hawab of Loharu: Thank you. 

^His Highness the Maharaja of 
Gwalior: I think, my friend, the 
JNfiwno ofiiiob, li9»s Do kDowlod^^G of tlio 
facts concerning this matter, if I may 
be allowed to say so. On the contrary 
what many of us have stated or urcred is 
based upon experience of actual cases. 
We are humbly asking Government to 


enforce a rule which will absoliiffely safe- 
guard States as well as the Government 
who are the custodians during the min- 
ority of a Ruler, of the rights of his 
State. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: I gather 
the result is that the resolution is sup- 
ported unanimously, and, if I may say 
question raised by His Highness 
Me Maharaja Scindia supported by His 
Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner is 
one of greatest interest. And I have 
listened with attention to the speeches of 
the Chief of Sangli and His Highness 
the Maharaja of Porbandar. I am 
. greatly impressed by the importance of 
the subject and by the observations that 
have been made; but all I can say at the 
moment is that I shall certainly give it 
the most careful consideration as indeed 
it merits. 


Agendum No. 14. 

Resolution^ by His Highness the 
Maharaja of Patiala, regarding the- 
great increase in the leave and 'pension 
contributions now demanded by the 
Government of India for the se>'oices 
of officers lent to the States. 


His Highness the Maharaja of 
Patiala: Your Excellency and Your 
Highnesses, I rise to move the following 
rc.solution ; — 

“ Inasmuch as the '.Government of 
India revised rates of leave and pension 
contributions,', payable by States on 
account of Officers on Foreign Service 
under Fundamental Rules, tend to dis- 
courage the loan of Government Officers 
to Indian States -by throwing on them 
an excessive and an unnecessary burden, 
this House resolves that, as an equit- 
able solution of the problem. His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy may be requested to 
amend the rules by levying — . 

(1) contribution for pension only on 

British Indian pay and leaving the 
■Indian States to pay the leave allow- 
ances while the Officer is' in Foreign 
teervice, and ° 

(2) on reversion of that Officer to Gov- 
ernment Service the State may be re- 
quired to pay— 

(a) a proportionate -share of the 
leave allowances if any, actu- 

% 't Government 

ot India in respect of the leave, 
with extra leave allowance 
^.7 him in Foreign Ser- 
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and (i) proportionate higher con- 
iributioii for pensbii if the 
ofliccr retires within three 
yairs of his reversion. 

I crave the indulgence of Your Excel- 
lency ami Your Highnesses for bring- 
ing before tlio House a resolution which 
lias an important bearing on tlie ad- 
vantage which the Indian States have 
hitherto derived from the loan by the 
Oovernment of India of experfenced 
oflicers to Help the Indian States in 
(heir administration 

_Up till lately the regulalions of the 
Civil Service which governed the cases 
0 *“ the loan of officers of British Indian 
Service to Indian States provided cer- 
tain facilities • but the revised 
rules, now called Fundamental Rules, 
make it almost prohibitive for the 
Indian States to avail themselves of the 
advantage vouched to them imder the 
old rules. 

(1) The main points of the change are 
that, while under tFe old rules the excess 
in pay over the rate in Government ser- 
vice that could be olTered to a lent officer 
wa.$ more or less 25 per cent of the pay, 
there is no binding limit now' under the 
Fundamental Rules. 

(2) That while under the old Rules 
(he contribution towards the leave and 
pension was .-25 per cent, and 31 per 
cent, of ■jwy in Briti.<h Stirrlces I'esnect- 
ively of the Civil and Military Officers, 
under the Fundamental Rules this rate 
has been raised to 40 per cent, of pay in 
Foreiyn Scroice. These are, Y'our Excel- 
lency and Y^our Highnesses, two very 
important differences in rates w’hich. as I 
liave .said before, are tantamount to com- 
pletely' discourage the Indian States 
administrations to avail themselves of 
the benefit of more experienced officers of 
the British Indian Service for help in 
improving the State Administrations. 

As far as I have been able to make out, 
I understand that the rates fixed under 
the Fundamental Rules are said to have 
been based on actuarial data. Without 
entering into any' discussion over the 
figuresi which form the basis of this 
change the proposition appears to my 
mind to a perfectly simple one. An 
Officer ot the Government of India is 
entitled to pension on the pay he enjoys 
in British Indian Service. His deputa- 
tion to an Indian State can only affect 
the ’fate of pension if, according to the 
existing rules, he were to retire on rever- 
sion within the period which is counted 


to give the average for his rate of pen- 
sion. 

As regards leave a lent Officer would, 
of course, be entitled to have the benefu 
of hi.s Foreign Service rate of pay for the 
period he .serves in a State. It will thus 
be seen that tliere will be numerou.s cases 
in wliicli a Foreign service pay will not 
in the least affect the rate of pen.siun of 
an officer who may have during his carcci 
been lent to a State for a certain number 
of years. While as regards leave it is 
hardly necessary to tax the Ixirrowing 
States with all possible contingencies 
whether the officer on deputation avails 
of them or not. 

Tlte resolution as submitted by me, 
I hope w'ill cover the groimd fully' and 
while undertaking all liability on ac- 
count of leave and pension allowances, 
it contemplates saving the State.s from 
paying unnecessarily a higher rate of 
contribution. I have ventured to 
suggest that the privilege leave earned 
by the lent officer should be fully paid 
for by the State either during the period 
of deputation by allowing the officer to 
have the benefit of the leave, or by con- 
tributing the same to the British Indian 
Exchequer. 

As regards furlough, the propor- 
tionate share of the period on the rate 
of Foreign Service pay could be con- 
tributed by the State w'lienever such an 
officer availed himself of this leave. It 
would only be a matter of account which 
could be referred to the State by the 
Government of India, Finance Depart- 
ment. The proposals as put forward 
are intended to safeguard the Govern- 
ment of India again.st all po.-:.sibIe risks 
of loss in j)en.sion and leave allowances. 
I cannot believe that it can be the inten- 
tion of the new' rules to result in the 
recovery' of much higher amounts than 
the Government of India will ever he 
called upon actually to pay by' w'ay' of 
pensions or leave allowances. 

It is hardly necessary for me to state 
here the advantages which the Indian 
States have liitherto derived from the 
loan of British Indian Officers; and we 
cannot be too grateful to the Govern- 
ment of India for the facilities afforded 
in the past in this behalf. It is only 
in view of the fact that the new rules 
introduce embarrassments which are 
likely to deprive the States of this bene- 
fit in the future that I submit this 
Resolution for Your Excellency’s 
.and Your Highnes.sos' con.sidera- 
tion. It is an admitted fact that the 



possibilities of wide experience in ad- 
ministrative affairs, especially in tecJi- 
nical branches of Government, _ are very 
limited in Indian States and it is only 
when the Government ot India open 
their avenues for assistance to the 
Indian States administrations, that the 
aspirations of Darbars of States can 
see their realisation by drawing on the 
Government of India’s stock. As 
friends and allies of the 
ernment, the Indian Princes look to the 
Government of India for help m tins 
matter and it will not be too much to 
expect that, with their vast resources, 
the Government of India would con- 
tinue to furnish every possible facility 
to the Indian States for raising the 
efficiency .of their administrations with 
borrowed officers whenever and where- 
ever it may be necessaiy. 


His Highness the Maharaja of Rewa: 
I beg to second the resolution. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Alwari I rise to support the resolu- 
tion moved by His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Patiala. There is not very 
much for me to say because His High- 
ness has already covered most of the 
ground. But 1 remember that Lord 
Curzon during his Viceroyalty once 
said in a speech which he delivered in 
India that, while he was averse to 
Government servants being appointed in 
Indian States to fil). posts that might be 
occupied by local men, yet when a State 
itself required the services of a Gov- 
ernment officer, it was a great pleasure 
to him to pay personal attention to the 
subject and to give the best officer that 
was available for the duties required 
in that State in order to assist it in 
technical and other branches of the 
administration so as to bring it to a 
higher standard of efficiency. I feel 
sure that that would be and is the 
policy of Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment also, and that it is your wish that 
the Indian States when they desire the 
assistance of the Government of India 
and their officers— or of the Provincial 
Governments— that such officers when 
they are available may be placed at.^he 
disposal of the Indian States for certain 
periods on loan in order to assist^ them 
in the task of improving their adminis- 
trations. There are certain branches of 
work in which the Indian States 'cannot 
compete with the resources and powers 
of the Imperial Government, 'for in 
British India you have technical colleges 
and schools, where education is given, 
• 1 officers are trained. It is mostly in 


technical and professional matters that 
we look to Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment to assist us when we want 
officers to come and assist us in 
our administration. I feffi sure that 
it is the wish of the Imperial Gov'ern- 
ment that where a State desires the 
assistance of an officer in order to 
help it in bringing the .administration 
of a particular department to a higher 
standard of efficiency, that such officer 
should be available and when he is avail- 
able, that his services should be placed 
at the disposal of the Indian State. If 
that be so, and I believe it is so, then tbe 
recently revised pension and leave contri- 
bution rules have raised the percentage 
of contributions to such a high figure 
that it sometimes makes it very difficult, 
if not impossible, for the States to invite 
such officers to come. I will give an in- 
stance from my own State. When we 
obtained the loan of one officer his 
salary was Rs. 1,700 but the pension 
and leave contributions of the State 
amounted to Rs. 650. Besides another 
officer whose services we took on loan 
quite recently we agreed to pay Rs, 2,000 
but also we have to pay pension contribu- 
tion for him amounting to about 
Rs. 800, Eor such a high scale of contri- 
bution, we covdd easily appoint a 
separate officer, for some of the depart- 
ments in our States. I pm not aware,, 
and i confess my ignorance, as to the 
basis on which these figures have been 
wmrked out, how far they • cover the 
rightful charges which the Imperial 
Government naturally must expect to 
make against the State for the loan of 
the services of their officers. But it does 
seem that the figures, that are fixed at 
present are high, and as the Resolution 
aims at recommending to YouiyExcelT 
lency and your Government tiie kind' 
consideration of this . 'subject in order 
that this difficulty which, exists qt.prel 
sent with regard to the loan'.pf Gqvprn- 4 
ment servants to the Indian States.'may '* 
be removed, I would stipngly support, 
and commend for Youij' Exc^ency-’s 
'• favourable consideration^" '•? 

1; . . ■ 

• The Chief of Sangli: j^Your Excel- 
lency, Your Highnesses, ^-^beg to support ■ 
the Resolution so. ablyf'moved by 'JKis 
Highness the Maharaja ^abeb of Ratisa . 
and seconded by His Highness of Ai'\#r 
regarding the great increasp. in the leiic ’ 
and pension coiitributi^s jjbw yemai®- 
ed by the Government Sbf Ihdia for^c 
services of Officers lent ^ States. Tpie 
best model that the Irfdia^ Ri^rs can 
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Iflun I't'lfiv. tli'iiii.selve.i JW rcyariLs •uimi- 
fiifiU.'Uive cHicieJify- i.s that ’.viiich 
ui lU-iti'.’h !iidia. ' -And whenever Kuier.', 
have ile.-iia‘d to profit by tlie exjiert train- 
ifijj which IJritish Indian Oineer;-' po'.'-e.'i. 
CJcnci'nnifiiL iias always helped them by 
li-ndintf their Olhcers, as imisL lie acknow- 
ledged with all gratitude. In thca* days 
especially when administrative methods 
are undergoing a rapid reform all 
ai'oiiiul, the States are all the more in 
need of the Oilicer.s wliieh Clovcrnrnent 
can lend. As llie cHiciency of admini.s- 
tration in the Stale.s is no doubt a matter 
of eijual concern and interest to Clovern- 
ment and to onrselyes, it is to be hopet! 
tiiat they will kindly encourage our efforts 
to borrow tlieir Ohicers by making it :i.s 
ea.s\' as pos.siblo. T, therefore, trust 
that Government will, with their usu:d 
generosity, be plciised to accord their 
very kirui and .sympathetic con.sideratioa 
to this Re.solution. 


His Excellency the Viceroy: I take ft 
that it is Your llighuesscs’ wish that 
this Resolution .should be adopted. 1 
am very fiiuch improssctl by the argu- 
ments wliieli have been lused, but there 
are ohviou.s considerations which the 
(jovcnifiient of _ India must take into 


account before it pronontices a judgment 
upon this question. I may add that, 
my Government naturally desires to 
assist the Stfitefi to employ oliicers who 
have had. special experience and train- 
ing. We are of course interested, as 
you are, interested, in the eHieieiit admi- 
nistratibii of the States, :uid if the Gov- 
ernment of India can help by the loan of 
its oliicers, and your Highnesses desire 
such assistance, my Government will be 
found ready to Iielp. AVhat now re- 
quires o.Kamination is to consider care- 
fully whether the changes that have been 
uuuie are necessary and whether they 
arc just — I know' they are based upon 
carefitl^calculatiqus. The observations 
.your Highnesses have pade will be care- 
fullj'^ coiisiderecil before a conclusion, is 
vetiehedlf 

\ AgencUua Ho. 12. . ^ 


, bi/ //« the Maka 

mjq of Alicur%e<jardincf the terniino 
10, vj and phra,*^otogy uJed by Govern 
Dep/irh^nts and otjicials i 
Jo and in comminiicailon 
I Indjiin Suites, 

•"I A HighMss tliG Maharp.ja o 

'rhe Vesqkition tliat stands i 


^ I he Vesqkition that stands 

and^^-hiii T am to move fs c 
tha|f<qcals^ witji iC subject no doubt 



iiuportaiicc hut it is also one of consi- 
derable delicacy lor ^ pfiriiseofogy ^ and 
* terminology **as a[)plicai»le lu the pre- 
sonl instance relate to the deiinition of 
the relative positions of the^ Iiuperial 
Govcuaineiil and tlie Indian States,^ It 
is easily comprehensible how dillieult 
and delicate the subject must be when 
we are dealing with the definitions in 
regard to a system which exists in India, 
and the parallel of w'liich I believe, does 
not exist anywhere else in the ^YorkK 
Wlien dealing with this <iuestiou one is 
not abh* to sr‘ek much assistance from 
legal hooks, from codes delining adininis- 
tratiuzis in other parts of the country or 
in other parts of the world, or even 
h'om liivtiouarws which sometimes fail to 
tlibclose the meanings of terms that*havc 
been used in this country and that can 
nut he translated in ordinary language. 
Though the subject deals with a vast 
j)rohlem, and is also one of complications 
nevcrthele.^s it is one wliicl) I believe, 
if it is viewed from the broad stand- 
point, wilk be (juitc easy of solution 
and will remove from the minds of many 
misunderstandings and diHiculties wliere 
tliese have been ereatod — believe in 
most instances quite unconsciously and 
quite uninteationally. When we deal with 
a question that concerns some 03;3 States, 
wliieli includes States diliering vastly in 
si/e, population, revenue, traditions, and 
varying in tlie maimer in wliieh they 
have iome into alliance witli the British 
(Jovemment. the task is indeed one that 
requires very careful consideration. In 
order to see how various terms have 
(ome into u.<c at various times, due to 
fpiite natural hut difierent circumstan- 
ces, we must digress for a few brief 
moments into hisLoiy. The connection 
of the Indian Stales with the East 
Judinn I’ompany — and most of these 
connections were formed then — can be 
divided under three distinct heads. 
First, when the Eompauv was still in 
its infancy and entered into engage- 
ments and alliances with — rrcat- 

uig them as independent sovereigns. 
. Bceond. when tlie Eoinpanyks powder 
A and inlluence increased in the country 
and It wms able to persuade the Ruling 
Princes in India to part with theiV 
sovereign rights of making alliances 
with otlior States and of making war or 
peace with one another. In return, the 
rompanV undertook the responsibility 
of giving ready aid to the States again.-t 
c.xtern^il foes or against interstatal 
strife, and underUHjk not to iuterfero 
with the sovereign rights of tlie States 
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iu matters of internal independence. 
Third, when the Company was able ~ 
to establish its position and under the 
short-sighted policy of aggrandisement, 
which reached its climax during the 
regime of Lord DaUiousie, was able to 
embark on the hazardous experiment of 
annexing some of the States on the pre- 
text either of misrule or under the 
divine right of doing justice. These 
events were closely followed by the 
Mutiny of 1857, and the Indian States 
with a few minor exceptions still stood 
by their pledges and supported the cause 
of the Company. At this stage the 
East Indian Company's rule came to an 
end, and from 1858 started the happy 
period when Her late Majesty of revered 
memory. Queen Victoria, by Eoyal pro- 
clamation took over . the administration 
of India, and with it the responsibility 
of adhering to treaties and engagements 
entered into by the East Indian Com- 
pany with all the Indian States. The 
question now arises, what is this posi- 
tion of the States which is based on 
these treaties? In order to obtain a 
correct idea, we have to study these 
documents, but a very cursory exami- 
nation of them in the first instance 
will show, as Your Excellency mentioned 
in your speecfi yesterday, that there is 
a considerable divergence in their con- • 
ditions. Some of these documents are 
Treaties, some called alliances, others 
‘ engagements,' or ‘ agreements.’ Then 
there are sanads. and grants. This one- 
third includes States as large and as im- 
portant as Hyderabad and Kashmir with 
areas of over 82,000 and 80,000 sq. miles, 
which are larger than the areas of some 
of the kingdoms in the West. On the 
other hand it includes Chiefs and 
Thakurs, the largest, number of whom 
are in Central India and in the Bombay 
Presidency where there are intermediary 
Chiefs, guaranteed Chiefs, guaranteed 
Thakurs and guaranteed Bhoomias or 
land proprietors. When we see this 
immense divergence existing between the 
conditions of the States in India and 
begin to take up the question of the use 
of correct terminology which will not 
give offence to any one, it is a task which 
one may well shudder at. It can only 
be in a broad and generous spirit that 
this subject can be taken up and set at 
rest. I do not mean that by correcting 
or altering definitions we desire in some 
subterranean way to increase the power 
or privileges of our positions. My idea 
in suggesting this problem is that where 
misunderstandings arise, perhaps quite 


unconsciously due to the use of certain 
words, consideration might be given by 
the Imperial Govermnent and such 
words may be eliminated from use and 
others more suitable substituted for 
them. We see for instance in referring 
to Indian States; some people call them 
‘ independent States ’, others ‘ feuda- 
tory States ‘ vassal States ’, ‘ treaty 
States ‘ guaranteed States ’, ‘ Native 
States ’, ‘ sovereign States ’. I do not 
mean to go into details of all the terms 
here. I will as illustrations merely 
quote one or two. The States are cer- 
tainly not independent in such external 
rights as making war or peace but then 
they are also neither feudatory nor vassal 
States, both of which terms imply sub- 
jection and the system by which the 
States came to be connected with the 
East India Company was not one of 
feudalism. Some States no donbt pay 
tribute, but this condition can only be 
applied to those who pay a tribute, and 
not to all. The term “ treaty States ” 
or ‘ guaranteed States ’, if taken in the 
broad sense, can apply to certain States 
also but not to all. Thus it will be seen 
how differently certain t,erms have come 
to be applied, not only in the treaties but 
in modern expressions given to them in 
public, or sometimes ' even in ofiBcial 
documents. It is not for me to give a 
list of all such terms that may be found 
objectionable or otherwise, for that is 
the work that my Eesolntion proposes to 
undertake. But my object is, that if mis- 
understandings can be removed by ex- 
amining this question and- removing 
some of the doubts that exist, it will be 
a result worthy of achievement. I am 
glad to be able to vouch for the fact 
that recently the Imperial Government 
have themselves paid considerable atten- 
tion to the subject, and the terminology 
and phraseology sometimes loosely used 
even by high personages in public 
speeches or in referring to States in 
official documents, have been greatly 
improved, for which we thank the Gov- 
ernment. The examination of this 
uestion now in detail as suggested, will 
believe finally place- it on a pedestal 
from which no such difficulties will be 
likely to emanate. And then I ask my- 
self, what will be the result of it all ? 
If the .subject is intricate and delicate, 
if it is difficult, what will be the sum 
total and the result of now examining 
it and correcting the errors where they 
exist ? T believe that by a generous and 
liberal conception such an understand- 
ing can be arrived at for the future, 
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which cannot impair the position o£ 
either sklc, will tcrtvainly not attempt to 
eucmaclt on the establi.slicui position of 
hotii parties, but can, and will, greatly 
strengthen the huppv link that binds the 
.States to the British j'hnpire and the 
(Jrowu. With these words, Your Kx- 
tellency, I iiun'e nij- Besolutioii, which 
riuis us follows : — ’ 

“ The Xareiidra Maiidal rrsolv(>s 
that the Standing Coirunittee 
should examine the numeroui 
tenns used in respect to Princes 
and their States in their rela- 
tion with the fmporial novcrri- 
meiit and r/ee versa and in 
cases where sneii ])hraseolngv is 
found to be obiecfiimable. that 
it should recommend siiitab’e 
substitutes 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your F.xcellency; Your fligh- 
iics.scs; Tt is witii great pleasure that I 
rise (o sernnd ITis Tfighne^.s (he "Maharaia 
of Alwar’s Resolution, for the matter has 
been one with which if has been my good 
fortune as Phamvllor to deal often on the 
represmitation of Your TTigbne'^ses for 
the past S years: and it must franklv he 
admitted that it is a matter which has at 
fimos caused us anxietv and at the same 
time a (‘ortain amount of annoyance. But 
'there is a wider asnect in .some of tb-* 
hxwe f)hrase(ihy{v wliicli has come to be 
used in the past, in tlmt it. is calculated 
to do harm' ill various wavs and is apt 
to affect the riglits and dignitv as well as 
the curivct ?)Ositlon and status: of the 
Rrinces and .‘^t'ltes. and there is the fur- 
tlier danger of these terms 'lettincr stereo- 
tviH'd iin<l being followed in oflicial lang- 
mi'.re and paoers wbieli are apt to give 
colour to things e.speciallv to the miini- 
t.iaf.»d nod the pulilio of British Tnd'a 
• and of the world outside: it is ant ^o 
give colour to. and impressions of. things 
whifdi are. opposed to ennstifutional fac's 
and histoid' wliicli is neither in our 
'interest noi' in that of the Tniperial flov- 
ernnxmit. T do ‘ not propo.se on this 
ocension to tleal at length with the ques- 
tion bv'" entering into details regarding 
the various terms which might require 
revision or crinsideration: that is a 
matter which, if. as T hope, this Com- 
mittee is appointed, can be dealt with 
there. 

But there are two or three aspects 
of this (luestion and one or two illustra- 
tions of the general pliraseologv used in 
olHcial correspondence which' T would 
now bring forward, as I think some of 


my remarks will help to clcmr away any 
mi.sunder.stau(ling or misrepresentation 
in ignorant quarters of the intentions 
and motivc.s which have guided Ilis 
lILdine.ss the !^^ahHraja of Alwar in 
bringing this matter forward to-day, and 
several of ms, in fact I should say' all of 
ms. in giving supiiort to it; and if I cite 
one or two imstances, it is in the belief 
Pn* tl'.oy are such as could immediately 
be put right, which will cause satisfac- 
tion to the “^rates and which v-?l! not lead 
to any dilhc'ilties or ,any othoc complica- 
tioms. 

I lie Prince.s of India, who are born 
and brought up in a land where great 
importance is attached to the dis- 
tinctions made in {>hraseology and ter- 
miuology, sfiould not he misunderstood 
and hlanic-l hv the general public or any 
of our official friends if they attach wlm't 
may appear to be excessive importance 
to sucli inaRcrs, for even British officials 
repre.senting a democratic country and a 
deniocratie people have, through 
intercourse and official association, come 
to attaeli no less importance to such 
j>hra.seo]ogy and terms. 

The instances whicli I will deal with 
first are such a.s tho.se where circiilars 
are sent to the various political Officers 
where they talk of the States being 

‘ under the jurisdiction ’ 
or 

‘ tinder the political control ’ 
or ‘ charge ’ or ‘ .supervision ' 

‘ of political officer.s ’, 
or 

‘ of the Local or Imperial Govern- 
ment ’ , 

while in other ca.ses countries — tracts 
countries e.xcliisively or alino.st exclu- 
sivelv Indian State.s territorie.s — have in 
official language, without there being 
auv ulterior motive, come to be termed 
as ‘ Agencie.s ’ and .so on. In Rajputana, 
except for a tract knosvn as Ajmer 
■Merwara. there are 18 State.s and the 
eountrv has always been known as Raj- 
piitann. But if von look up maps and 
official references, it is known as ‘ the 
Rajputana Agency ’. 

To Your Excellency’s Viceroyaltv we 
are grateful for the error not' having 
been repeated in regard to the recent 
transfer of the Punjab States which is 
not called ‘ the Punjab States Agency ’ 
and I hone that as thi.s matter does not 
permit of any difficulties, as I have said 
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it may receive immediate and favourable 
consideration. 

It onlv remains for me to add in this 
connection to-day that as lately as on 
the 3rd October 1924, in the Foreign 
and Political Department Notification 
No. 471-1*) published in the Gazette of 
India, Extraordinary, of the, 10th Octo- 
ber 1921, announcing another welcome 
appointment of an Agent to the Govei- 
nor General in the States of Western 
India, terms such as ‘ political control 
and ‘political charge’ are used, and what 
is more, in spite of the work and results 
of the past 8 years, the Eulers of 
Baroda, Junagadh, Nawanagar and 
other Princes in Kathiawar 
been referred to as Chiefs in another 
notification No. 484-1., published in the 
Gazette of India of the same date. Ihis 
is an illustration wliich I have ventured 
to refer to to-day not by way of conv 
plaint but to point out how strong nab 
h^pn the habit in the past and how 
difficult it is to resort to correct 
phraseology unless special attention is 
paid not only bv the officers of the Poli- 
tical Department Avho daily come in 
touch with ns but also bv the other De- j 
partments of the Imperial Government, j 
for obviously these were the notifications | 
which were drawn up by the local autho-. 

573 the places where the States \ 
happen to be situated- ^ 

I will conclude my speech on the » 
subiect by quoting what I have said in a 
Note which I submitted to Lord 
Hardinge at his request in 1915. 1 

wrote then ; — 

“ I have myself heard it suggested 
by some officials that some of the Ruling 
Princes have got an inordinate idea of 
their position and dignity; that some 
' of them imagine themselves as the equals 
of the King-Emperor Himself ! No 
calumnv could be more unfounded, no 
libel more gross, and no imputation 
more unfair or more .calculated to evoke 
our righteous indignation, than that 
implied by such irresponsible observa- 
tions. The King-Emperor stands pre- 
eminent on a pedestal at once sacred, 
exalted and unapproachable, and no one 
in his senses can even pretend to. any- 
thing even approximately verging upon 
equality with the Sovereign of the 
Empire — the Fountain-Head of all 

honour in ‘Whose service we all are and 

have alwavs been ready to shed the last 
drop of our blood.”** ^ 

The Chief of Sanglr:^ Your« Excel- 
lency, Yoirn-' Highnesses, I ; stand to 


support the Resolution regarding the 
terminology and phraseology used by 
Government Departments and Officials 
in reference to and in communications 
with Indian States so ably and 
eloquently moved and seconded by 
Their Highnesses the Maharajas 
of 'Alwar and Bikaner. I shall con- 
fine my remarks to that part of the 
terminology only which attracts 
attention daily on my side oi the 
country. Amongst the Ruling Princes 
and Chiefs there are several who pass 
under the title of Chiefs, Thakurs, Raj 
Saheb, Sar Desai, etc. 

It is unnecessary to enter into the 
question of the etymology of these terms. 
Suffice it to say that they are in use now 
for Rulers about whose position as 
Ruling Princes and Chiefs there is no 
longer any question. Among these the 
term “ Chief ” without a vernacular 
equivalent has fallen to the lot of most 
of those whose States are situated in 
the Deccan. These are Rulers who 
possess independent powers, who came 
into direct contact with the British Gov- 
ernment at its advent and Avith whom 
the Government entered into direct 
treaties. In fact as regards essentials 
they do not differ from those Avho are 
honoured with the style and title of 
Nawab, Raja or Maharaja. It is, 
therefore, very difficult to , understand 
why any distinction should now remain 
i between the Rulers in the Deccan and 
\ those elsewhere in this respect and the 
\ former continue to be styled merely 
^ Chiefs and not Rajas. The word 
\ ‘‘ Chief ” is synonymous Avith the “Head 
• of Department ” or “ highest Officials”, 
land AAUth the Indian Princes it has a 
I depreciatory odour, as it is not under- 
; stood to convey the full significance of 
^the position and poAvers of a Rider, 
j Government haA^e been very kind and 
I generous toAvards .Princes. .They look 
jupon them as their colleagues and part- 
jners: In many cases they have removed 
|the defects in the full sovereignty of 
Rulers and have thus advanced their 
position. It Avould not, therefore, be 
too much to ask for a change AAffiich is 
really nominal in every sense, Avhen 
Government haA^e Avith spontaneous 
liberality sanctioned many changes aiid 
departures of a material character in 
the position and statu.s of several Rulers. 
It Avould thus seem that the term 
“ Chief ” should. Avhenever it* is in ex- 
clusive use, be at once abandoned in 
favour of a more suitable one, such as 
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*• MuUaruja ' or “ lUja '’^according 
tti (he and dignity of the State 

cofif eriu'd. Ihe \s‘ord Ttaja (ices not 
umIU- mean anything more than vdiat 
the raigli>!i word “ Ruler ” conveyt;. 
Tiif adnntio!) of this term would not as 
siit'fj t’ojifer any new rights, privileges 
or status. It wouhl only bring into 
vogue a vernacular term in lieu of the 
tnisumlersnsod word “ Chief 

With tlie.-^e rcmark.s I support Tins 
Highness of Alwar’.s Resolution. 

His Excellency the Viceroy : I take 
it that it is Your IIighne.s.ses’ decision 
that this (inestion .slionld l)e referred to 
the Standing Committee which .shonhi 
make tiie examination and also recom- 
mend suitaiile suh.stitutes where the 
piirascology is found to ho objcctionahle. 
rf it can he iiointed out tliat the phraseo- 
logy is ohjectionuhk*. obviously the best 
thing to <lo is to change it and to adopt 
.sonic Kidislitute. (Hear, hear.) Rut it 
must not lie as.snmed that, hecau.se T .say 
that r agree witli tlie propo.sal, it is 
going to he an easy matter. Changes 
cannot he made without very careful 
examination, ff it is established that 
ohjeetionahle terms are in u.se, the Gov- 
erumeiit of Tndia, will go into the ques- 
tion of their discontinuance. If obvious 
errors have been made in .come ca.ses. as 
lia.s been .siiggc.sted, steps will lie taken 
to remedv thi'in. May T also be per- 
mitted to sav that even when the Stand- 
ing Committee of Narendra Mandal has 
sat and considoicd the various points 
and has made its recommendations 
and even if .suh.seouently thc.se roeom- 
niendatifiiis are midorsed by the Cham- 
ber and adopted 1)V the Government of 
Tndia. yet acconling to my experience 
of human limitations we cannot even 
then expect that nerfeetion wilt have 
,hrt'n re.’.elu'd and all tlie errors remedied. 


. Agendum No. 16. 

1)1/ ffis /fiu/iio'.s.s tlit‘ Miilidrai ; 
liuint of Dliolpur renurfUnn the i 
oppnintvn'ut of n comnitti'i' to Jisrus'.'^ 1 , 
f/ie of ripnr ian riohts. ; 

His Hi.oluiesrr the Maharaf Rmia of 
Dholpnr : Your F.xcellencv. Your nieh- 
lU'.SMXs. T have pleasure in moving the 
foRowing resehition which I consider to 
he of vital imnortance in the interests of 
the Indian State’s and will, T believe, 
at the canie time f.aeilitate divisions that 
come np in the future before the Gov. 
eriimerit of Tndia. To tin’s priigcd i-e- 
SoTution I would also like to add ’tlie 


name of my great friend. His Highness 
tim Maharaja of Bikaner. The object of 
my moving this Resolution is that in the 
jia.st many di(fiouUie.s have arisen due to 
no definite principle.s having been cleaiTv 
laid down or understood by the States 
v.'ithiu which they would con.sider them- 
.selve.s free to utilise such waters a.s 
come into their States. ^Taiiy a time 
problems liave arisen wliere waters go 
from one State to another, or come from 
one State, pass through another, and 
then go into a third State; anti in .such 
casg.s deci.sion.s in the past have .some- 
time.s been given whidi are at variance 
'vith one another. It would, therefore. 
I liolieve, lie in the intere.st.s of the St.ate.s 
if this qiie.stion was thre.shed out and 
final Kolution.s arrived at so that each 
State would then know what watev.-^ it 
couhl utilise without the danger of 
entering into any irritating coutrover.sy. 
The Commitiee which T propose should 
he appointed to go into this question, 
must natumlly seek assi.stance of the 
Political Seci'etary and the Irrigation 
expert officers of the Government ef 
Tndia. who.'^e .services, tve hope, Y’'our 
rxcellciicv will 1)0 good enough to place 
at the disno.sal of the Commilteo for 
advice and opinion Without such 
a.ssistance, we will not be able to make 
anv headway and in the same w.ay it will 
be neeessarv for the Committee to obtain 
the assi.stanee of The ^Tinister.s from 
various States iiv order to advi.se them on 
(his su!)iect. Rut this is a matter which 
the Committee will sev for it.self and it 
will be for the Committee of the Princes 
to renort evcntiiallv the result.s of their 
labours to the Chamber for cnii.sideriation. 
'With this brief preface I move that the 
Chamber mav pass thi* resolution T have 
rmt Fnrwniu] 

“ As no definite principle.s exist ap- 
plicable to Tndian .‘states with regard *o 
I'iparian rights and variou.s deci.sions 
have sometimes establi.shed difTerent 
jirinciplL", wliich lead to diificiiltie.s in 
disimtes between the States, the Naven- 
dra ^fandal re.solves that the following 
Committee he appointed to go into the 
whole finest ion of rip.arian rights .and to 
report ultimatelv to the Chamber: — 

P ITis Highness the iMahaivaja of 
Bikaner. 

2 , ITi.s Highness the ^Maharaja of 
Alwar. 

‘.T His nighne.S3 the Maharaja cf 
Nawanug.ic., -- 

4 Ili.s IIighiie.s,s .the .M.aliaraja of 
iMnna. 


s 
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5. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Patiala. 

6. His Highness the Maharaj 

Eana of Dholpur.” 

His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar: 
When I rise to second this Eesolution, 
it may naturally be assumed that I sup^ 
port it. But before expressing those 
words I should like to congratulate His 
Highness the Maharaj Rana of Dholpur 
on having for once and I hope in future 
for many times set the precedent of rising 
on his 'legs to speak and to propose an 
important Resolution. (Hear, hear.) 
T congratulate His Highness also on the 
excellent English with which he has 
prefaced his Resolution. At the same 
time T do realise tha*^ His Highness has 
lot loose a real hornet’s neat in the midst 
of the Chamber, for, T believe, that there 
is no question in which the States are 
n'ore interested and in which the States 
more jealously want to safeguard their 
own interests and their own rights than 
that which is defined under the name of 
■ riparian rights ’. Of course, it is .a 
problem that affects the prosperity of 
the people and of the State Exchequer, 
and in countries which do not suffer 
from a plethora of rainfall — I am not 
referring to this particular year but to 
ordinarv normal years — naturally 
water is a subject that cannot ^be dis- 
regarded. But in the past, although T 
do not assert that no definite principles 
of riparian rights exist, I never had the 
opportunity of knowing the existence of 
any legal terms for defining such ques- 
tions. r do know of this however from 
concrete facts and instances that deci- 
sions have been come to in the past 
which, when put together to see whether 
they harmonize, have expressed differ- 
ent principles and certainly different 
results. It is, therefore, I imder- 
f!tand His Highness’ intention who has 
moved this Resolution that the question 
should be discussed by a Committee in 
order to be able to arrive at certain 
conclusions which will then be placed 
before tbe Chamber. At the very incep- 
tion, it is obvious that no Committee of 
Princes can go through this subject and 
thresh out results on a legal and definite 
basis without asking for the assistance 
of the officers of the Imperial Govern- 
ment. Therefore His Highness has 
rightly said that he hopes that Your 
Excellency will be good enough to place 
at the disposal of the Committee the as- 
sistance and advice of the Political Secre- . 
tary as well as of some officers of the Irri- 
gation Department who will be able to 


assist it technically. If, at a later 
stage, the services of any legal officer is 
required, also the Committee will no 
doubt ask Your Excellency to assist 
again. I have no more to add beyond this 
that the present is a mere proposal which 
may talce a considerable time before it 
is in its final stage ready for presenta- 
tion. Nevertheless this is a subject 
which requires very careful consideration 
and final working out on some definite 
principles. I, therefore, cordially sup- 
port the resolution moved by His High- 
ness the Maharaj Rana of Dholpur. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: The 
Resolution which has been proposed by 
His Highness the Maharaj Rana of 
Dholpur involves the appointment of a 
Committee of Your Highnesses’ Cham- 
ber. I understnnd that that Committee 
is to consist of His Highness of Bikaner, 
His Highness of Alwar, His Highness 
of Nawanagar, His Highness of Panna, 
His Hip-hne.'^s of Patiala and His High- 
ness of Dholpur. I gather from Your 
Highnesses that the opinion of -vthis 
Ch.amber is that thi.s quo^tion should be 
ref erred to ^bat Committee The ex- 
perience of all the Chanjbers .show.s — and 
it does not seem to be different in this 
Chamber from anv other Chamber of the 
\*mrld — tliat a collective hodv of men i.s 
generally pleased to refer difficult ques- 
tions to a small body of selected experts. 
Let me assure you’ that all the assist- 
ance which we can give will be 
willingly placed at the disposal of 
the Committee. This Committee will 
no doubt report to Your Highnesses’ 
Chamber before its recommendations 
are formally placed before the Govern- 
ment of India as the recommendations of 
the Narendra Mandal. I may utter one 
word of warning as one who has had 
some experience of questions of riparian 
rights. It i.s an extremely difficult sub- 
ject. You will find it very complicated 
if you attempt to lay do\vn any code or 
anything of that character. Neverthe- 
le.ss it is possible to arrive at certain 
leading princinles and that, I assume, 
is what vour Committee desires. ‘When 
voii hav« p-ot the leading principles laid 
down. then, of course, a great many 
matters settle themselves. 

I understand that this resolution 
leally concludes the business of Your 
Highnesses’ Chamber for to-day. 


The Chamber of Princes then ad- 
journed till Wednesday, the 19th Novem- 
ber, at 11 A,M, 



peoceedings of the third day. 

November JSthf 1924. 


The follou ing 


Princcr* uud Chiehs were proiiont . 


Kashmir. 


II IK lh<* MahartjA of Ka>iiniir. 


Madras (Madras States). 

Hr* NuWrIj of mu;:aua3Kd!t*. 


Bombay ‘including 

The Pant ^Sacliiv of 13hor. 

IliK the ]Vrah;u\ija of l»hrnn;,Mahra. 

The U.ija of Ja\v”diar. 

The Tiiakur of Kadana. 

llhi IlighucbK the Malamja of Kolhapur. 

TIic Thakur Sahih of hiinlali. 


Slates of Western India). 

( TIio I’lukur Sahili of Palitana. 

I ills lliglua'.N the Afaharaja of Porhaiular, 

I The ('hief of San^li. 

The Thakur S.iiiih of Wadluvun. 

iliK lli^hne.v> the Kaj Saheb of Waiikaner. 


Punjab Itncluding Punjab States)* 


The liana of Haghat. 

His HighntV'. the X;v\Nab of Jlahiiwalpur. 
The llaja of* Kalsia. 

His ilighiKVs the Maharaja of KapurthaLi. 


The Nau ab of Leharu, 

His Higluit*>s till* Afaharaja of PatiaLi. 
1 Ifi.K Highness the Maharaja of Sinimr. 
! Ills HighiKVs the llaja of Suket. 


The Maharaja of Soupur. 


Bihar and Orissa. 

I The llaja of Talehcr. 


Central Indiva. 


His Highiuvs the Na%vab of Baoni. 

His H^ghlu^^s tlie Haja of Jhabua. 

His Higbuess the Maharaja of Orohkv. 
Ilis High^c^^s the Maharaja of Panna. 


HLs Highness the Maharaja of Kewa. 

[ ills Highness tlie Maharaja of Samtbar. 
I His llighut^s the llaja of Sitamau. 


Gwalior. 

His Ilighue>s the Maharaja Sciridiaof Gualior. 


Rajputana. 

Ilis lliglinoj^s th« Mahar4-v of Aluar. H>V n>4ni>.s the :Mahani«;d of Jiiisaliner. 

Uis nighuo>i; the Mahar.vp of mk.usor. ' II w Highn^-S tho MaLaraja of Joahpur. 

Hia Ilighuo-vs the Muiuraj IJaiia of DLolpur. His Ilighpc^s tho ilaLarao of KolaJi. 


( 07 ) 
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Agendum No. 2. 

Statement by His Highness the Blaha- 
raja of Alwar regarding his work on 
the tinferial Conference in 1923. ‘ 

His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar: 
Your Excellency, Your Highnesses, — It 
is my pleasurable duty to-day to present 
before Your Highnesses certain import- 
ant facts with regard to the Imperial 
Conference which I was privileged to 
attend, and, as Your Highnesses will 
observe, I have no!t put before you any 
printed statement. I hope that from one 
aspect it will be a relief to Your High- 
nesses. It is also due to the fact that 
I decided to speak from notes and I can ' 
promise Your Highnesses that I will 
have a statement prepared on the sub- 
jects which I shall not touch during my 
brief survey to-day for Your Highnesses’ 
perusal if any of you should wish to go 
into the intricacies' of the various pro- 
blems concerned, afterwards. In 1923 
I had proceeded on a holiday to England, 
after what I considered to be a fairly 
Strenuous yet interesting time I had 
spent in my own country and in my 
State, and I intended to spend this 
holiday in Scotland. Just as I was 
making my preparations to proceed there 
I received a kind and pressing invita- 
tion from the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State Lord Peel, on behalf 
of himself and His Excellency the 
Viceroy, asking me to be a delegate at 
the Imperial Conference to represent 
India and the Indian Princes. While 
I much valued the sentiments that 
conveyed the invitation to me, I felt that 
before accepting such a responsible posi- 
I -should first make it clear in my 
mind what I should be expected to do, 
therefore I told the Secretary of State * 
'Conveying my willing acceptance 
of the very kind invitation conveyed to 
me, that I would like to consult Lord 
Peel on one or two important points. 
When T saw him the first question I 
naturally asked was' in what position 
I should appear in the Conference. Was 
I to be one of the representatives of 
India with my colleague Sir'. Tei” 
Bahadur Sapru ? Or was I to bo a re- 
presentative of my Order? Certainly, in ' 
neither case it was a question of elec- 
tion by either of the bodies concerned , 
as I was invited by the Imperial Gov- ' ; 
ernment to work at the Imperial* Con- 
ference and so the third ’ proposition ' 
was whether I shpuld be going there as ■ 


an individual, no doubt interested in 
India and no doubt interested as I 
should be and ought to be in the Indian 
States. Lord Peel told me that while it 
had not been, as it had not been in pre- 
vious instances also, a question of elec- 
tion or the delegation of a representative 
on behalf of Your Highnesses or on be- 
half of my country, I was to go there 
to express my views before the Imperial 
Conference but who nevertheless was an 
Indian and also belonged to the Order 
of the Princes of India. Lord Peel also 
expressed to me the difficulty of his own 
position for while he would be working 
as the head of the delegation from 
India, he at the same time was a member 
of the Imperial Cabinet to which all the 
decisions arrived in the Imperial Con- 
ference would be finally submitted for 
decision. The Prime Minister, Mr. 
Stanley Baldwin, had decided that in 
the case of the Secretary of State the 
previous precedent was to be followed 
but in my case I was to be^at liberty to 
expi'ess such views as I thought were in 
the interests of the States, my country 
and the British Empire. With this 
amount of latitude given to me I was 
prepared to accept with much pleasure 
the kind invitation conveyed to me. 
Looking at it from a personal point of 
view, I said to Lord Peel that I knew 


there were other more distinguished 
members of my Order who were more 
capable than myself of discharging this 
onerous responsibility. But as I 
happened to be in England at the 
time and as the opportunity had 
been taken advantage of, I wanted 
to be quite certain at what time 
I would be expected to attend this 
Imperial gathering. When I was 
apured that the rneeting would take 
place at the beginning of November or 
at the end of October, I had nothing 
to prevent me from taking on this res- 
ponsible duty. I mention this because 
I wanted to be quite certain that I had 
enough time at my disposal to consider 
ttie various propositions that would 
come up before the Imperial gathering 
e ore I mbarked on ' my responsible 
t^k. When I proceeded on my holiday 
to Scotland, I asked the Secretary of 
btate to be good enough to forward to 

T?n ^ T,''' conjunction*' With the • 
SvS^ii, had been 

a teS I ^^as giy|ii a copy (if 

a telegiam in September whM had^^en 




.'■t'lit tu the Doijiiiiiojj Premiers, explain - 
iilg to thfjn iiioj'e or lenS tiie kind of 
hiil^jects that would come U{) for di-scns- 
nion. The .Secretary of State asked me 
and Sir Tej Balijjiilur Sapru to come to 
the India Oliiee to dmcviss %vith him other 
important proi)Icm.s that would come up 
for dihcussiou. At that time, I would 
like to inform Your Highnesses, the ques- 
tion of rndiauH overseas was not on the 
Agenda of the Conference. The sub- 
jects finally brought uji for consider- 
ation and which Mr. Baldwin di.scns.-ed 
with the numiber.s of the Conference 
were: — 

Mes.sage to Their Majestic-S the Iving 
and Queen. 

Mc.ysage to Japan on the devastation 
it Had sulTered due to earth- 
qimke.s, etc. 

The death of .Nfr. Bonar Law. 

'I'he ijuc.stiou of publicity of the pro- 
ceedings of the Conference. 

The quc.stion of the Colonies, Pro- 
tcctoratc.s, and Mandated 
Territories. 

Poreign relations. 

Negotiation, signature and ratifi- 
cation of Treaties. 

The United States and the C./TMan- 
daled Territories. 

The Now Hebrides. 

The question of Imperial Defence. 

Tile status of High Commissioners 
who are the representatives of 
the Dominions at the headquar- 
ters of the Empire iii England. 

The position of British Indians in 
the Empire, which was subse- 
quently added to the Agenda. 

.flic contribution of India to the 
expenses of the J.eague of 
Nations. 

Questions of ntitionality in certain 
Dominions. 

I he validity of marriage between 
British subjects and foreigners. 

Proposed e.xtensiou of the powers of 
the imperial War Graves Com- 
mission. 

tipahiinger treatment of tubercu- 
aiui finally. 

, The eksiiig address to llis Majesty . 
tile King. 

Aout'j Rji;hue.<scs, some of the«e 
.qucsiion.s.; 4 ixdate to subjects that 
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feel will not directly interest Your 
Ilighues.ses, and such of you as may be 
interested to go into the minute details 
of those diiTerent subjects will be able to 
do in the .statement that I can pre- 
pare ii desired. £ therefore propose to 
deal with such subjects only in niy speech 
to-day a.s I believe will interest you. > 

.N’atnr.illy, the question which I think 
will not only interest Your Highnesses 
iiut which concerns and interests our 
country in general is the problem of 
Indians overseas. When the question of 
the C. /Mandated Territories came up 
tor consideration before the Imperial 
Conference, it was suggested that it 
might be made the basis for briiK^inf^ 
turward this question of Indians over” 
seas. Blit we approached Lord Peel who 
was sitting next to me and asked him 
to approach the Prime Minister and to 
.sugpst that a .special day might be set 
aside tor d|scussiug this all-important 
que.stion. fhe Prime Minister, after 
consulting the Dominion represent- 
atives, decided that one day should be 
set a.side separately for discussing this 
uU-important question. We were 
giatcful to the Prime ^Minister and 
the Secretary of State that such 
an opportunity was offered to us 
and we reserved our remarks to 
that ocea.sicm instead of bringincr the 
questiou m wlicu the C./Mandated 
it! 1 itones were being discussed. When 

c' ame^mf overseas 
aHon T on the one day 

a lotted. I might mention that, the pro- 
blem being one of importance and oii» 
wlueh ranged over a wide field, it even"^ 
tuaiiy occupied three whole days in the 
Imperial Conference, which the Prime 
.. Iiumtei and tlie Dominion represent- 
atives agreed to set aside for its^discus- 
Trf^r dealing with the question of 
Indians overseas, the problem really con- 
cerned three places.' Kenya, 

Columbia and South xVfrica Kenya t 
a colony m East Africa administered 
• the .secretaiy^ of State for the Colo- 
n T Columbia is a Province in 

Canada 01 which Mr. ilackenzie King 
the Prune Minister. South AHicf 
.m again a Dominion of which General 
bninte wa.s at that time Prime MinS 
But when you come to consider the met 
tmn ot the British Empire and the sTake 

Ini: P L iiT Empire ouSde 

is bin ed " see what really 

the world Sifh 

Empire m marked red it brings home 



certain interesting facts for you see a 
Dominion belonging to the British 
Empire, called by the name of Australia, 
nearly twice the size of India. Then . 
vou have Canada, which is nearly to 
2 times t^ie size of the United States 
of America. There is New Zealand, a 
small island but nevertheless of consi- 
derable size and Newfoundland which is 
south of Canada, a small island 
which for some reason or other has 
maintained its own separate entity, 
and T believe is the oldest of the 
Dominions existing to-day. But that 
does not exhaust the list of the 
important countries. Under 'the name 
of Protectorates, Mandated Terri- 
tories and Colonies there are numerous 
other places which come under the sway 
of the British Empire. Of course, I 
have left out India, for perhaps it is not 
necessary to remind Your Higluiesses 
that India also is an integral part of the 
British Empire ! There are various other 
smaller principalities — Colonies — ^^vhich 
are included in the British Empire, the 
names of which I need not mention to 
Your Highnesses. In all this vast tract 
of country which covers such a huge 
portion of the world the question that 
really concerned the Indian delegates at 
the Imperial Conference was that of 
our countrymen overseas in regard to 
Kenya, British Columbia and South 
Africa. Kenya is in the Highlands 
of East Africa where certain Indian 
traders a long time ago went and estab 
lished themselves. Latterly some white 
population migrated from Britain and 
other parts of the British Empire, and 
established themselves there and difficul- 
ties arose, of which you are all aware. 
When the question came in of introduc- 
ing democratic institutions there, which 
of course are hinged on the pivot of fran- 
chise — a frequent source as we know 
in our country of numerous difficulties 
and contests appearing on the . scene. 
When these questions were being dis- 
cussed, my colleague Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru suggested at the Imperial Confei*"- 
ence that a Committee should be appoint- 
ed by the Government of India and the 
Imperial Government to go to these three 
places in order to discuss with the local 
Government of the coimtries concerned 
the problems of the Indians oyerseas and 
if possible to arrive at a suitable solu-, 
tion after they had presented their part 
of the case. With regard to Kenya, the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
who was then the Duke of Devon- 
shire, readily accepted the sugges- 


tion but proposed that as the CJplo- 
nial Government dealt with these pro- 
blems, the Committee should come to 
see him and meet him at the Colonial 
Office in England. * What has hap- 
pened since. Your Highnesses have pro- 
bably followed in the papers. The 
Committee has gone and discussed the 
question of Kenya with the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. It is not 
part of my business to go further than 
what happened at the Imperial Con- 
ference. In British Colnmbia, which is 
one of the eight provinces of Canada, 
Mr. Mackenzie King as the Prime 
Minister of that Dominion readily ac- 
cepted the suggestion of receiving the 
Committee from India and discussing 
the problem of Indians in that 
province of the Dominion. There- 
fore, as far as these two places were 
concerned, the question gave no diffi- 
culty. Then came Australia, which 
place I regret I did not mention when I 
read out the names first. About 
Australia, Mr. Bruce, the Prime 
Minister said -that the question of 
Indians in that Dominion was not a 
burning one or one of any great intri- 
cacy, because there were very few 
Indians’ there at present, and the ques- 
tion that mainly concerned him was the , 
restriction of further emigration. He 
thought that there was no need for in- 
viting the Committee to come there and 
he promised that when he returned 
there, he would jlut this question before 
his Legislature and he hoped that a 
suitable solution acceptable to our 
countrymen would be forthcoming. 
This promise was accepted by my col- 
league and myself. The last place on 
the list is South Africa where every- 
body knows, or at least those of you 
who are interested in such matters know 
that the question is one of considerable 
delicacy but nevertheless also one of 
equal importance. General Smuts, the 
Prime Minister of the South African 
Dominion, explained how in Transvaal, 
in the Orange Free State and in various 
other parts, these difficulties did not 
exist and that in one or two of 
these provinces Indians had an equal 
right as regards franchise. But the 
main difficulty lay in Natal., With re- 
gard to Natal, the question was that 
Indians exceeded in numbers the 
population of his own nationality and 
therefore the problem arose that if 
franchise was given, they would be out- 
voted by qur countrymen. General 
Smuts, with whom the Secretaiy of 
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State and wy colleague Sir Tej Baha- 
dur Sapm and myrieU had more than 
one private and iniormal conference to 
dijiU-N-i the solution oi our problem and 
U) .-ee if it was possible to arrive at some 
ftiijd of satisfactory conelusiou, explain- 
ed in a heart to heart talk the real 
difiicultiea. As a matter of fact, he 
ex{dained very clearly tl)at personally he 
would like very nineh to find a solution 
that would enable them to carry on the 
duties with regard to their own countiy, 
or where they had established them- 
selves for the last 200 years, and at the 
same time satisfy the reasonable desires 
of the Indians. But he said that a 
feeling liad been roused — a feeling that 
wa.s Very unfort\inate — whereby the two 
♦■onummitie.s, our countrymen and his, 
had come to consider each other’s inter- 
eat.s from antagonistic points of view. 
If it is possible for me to read human 
nature and personalities I can safely say 
that General Smuts was sincerely anxi- 
on.s to find a .solution. But he not being 
a desjiotic ruler of the South African 
Dominion but the chosen representative 
of the people of tiiat country, felt bound 
to follow the opinions of the majority 
iJi tile ifouse which had elected him to 
that responsible position. Therefore it 
was only natural that to avoid the ques- 
tion of race or creed or colour they should 


seek other avenues and other platforms 
upon which to place this question, so 
liiut it may appear as thougli it showed 
no rancour of colour or creed. And for 
that reason, at least this wa.s what wa.s 
given betorc ns, namely, that they did 
not regard it from the point of view of 
colour or of any nationality but consi- 
dered it to be an economic problem. But 
if it was an economic problem and also 
it certainly was a political problem, from 
the point of view of franchise. Another 
argument that was brought in and verv 
earnestly put forward by General Smuts 
was that if they ^vere to give franchise 
to the fiulians which they might ulti- 
mately be prepared to do, there could be 
no reason for withholding franchise 
from the South Africans proper, the 
coloured tribes that inhabited that 
country long before General Smuts, 
uutionahty entered on the scene. If 
they allowed franchise to the African 
••diorignies merely on that question his 
louniryiuen would be easily outyoted 
and all the work that they Had done for 
the la.'t. year.s would be undone in the 
conr.vo or a vers* few days or months. 

1 putting forwanl the argu- 
•Uonts that he gave us in order to estab- 


lish his position and to explain his 
difficulties as regards the situation. 
But when I began to analyse in iny 
mind what was the real difficulty, it 
appeared to me that there was very 
little doubt that it was a question of 
colour. This is not a question that 
affected South Africa alone. If I may 
digress for a moment, I hope it will be 
found to be of some interest to Your 
Highne.sses to realise what perhaps :i 
hundred or a hundred and fifty years 
ago the British Empire consisted of and 
what the British - Empire consists of 
to-day. 


Canada used to be inhabited by its 
own aboriginal tribes. There was no 
white population in Australia about 
the same time. About the same time 
there was certainly no white population 
in South Africa, and coming back here, 
a hundred and fifty years ago or perhaps 
a little more to the time before the advent 
of the East India Company w'hen the 
Portuguese, the French and others ’came 
here for trading purposes also, there 
was no such white population in India.' 
In 1509 we see how great a change 
has coine about, and while I am discus- 
sing this very delicate question of coloni*. 
I hope that I shall be judged by the con- 
clmsions to which I come and not by 
what I proceed to say. We see that in 
1492 Columbus seeking a new route to 
India across the Atlantic stumbled on 
the colossal breakwater of a new conti- 
nent. In 1498 Vasco De Gama, also in 
search of a new route to India, found 
his w,ay round the southern-most point 
of Atrica into the Indian Ocean 
and landed at Calicut. Those 
were the first pioneers who were 
closely followed by others for trade and 
coininerce, and gradually the methods 
of western civilisation came after them. 

elegraphs, tran.sport, cables, wire- 
le.^---es, giant linens, trans-eontinental 
railways, and all those children of the 
internal combustion engine, the electric 
spark, the motor car, lorry, aeroplane, 
motor plough and such other things, all 
followed apparently for purpo.ses of 
trade, nut really in order to brin^ to- 
j^Gther tlie scAttcred world for the ulti- 
mate purpose of harmony, for a higher 
Ideal. And as we proceed,' we .see that 
these large continents are gradually 
becoming covered by the white popnla- 
tion who rule these dominious, ruling 
these countries according to their own 
tnethod.s, are improving them and 
bringing pro.sperity in the train. Since 
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the Great War took place and even some- 
time before that, a self-consciousness had 
begun to come about in the original 
countrymen of the various countries. 
They began to realise that, “We also 
have a stake in the country, and we 
would also like to have some voice in its 
government. How is it possible for us 
to achieve that? They began to say, 
“You use us when you want us to lay 
down our lives to defend you. You even 
draw us in as you have done in Tiji and 
Africa when you want cheap labour. 
But you try to exclude us from political 
life and from holding lands in your terri- 
tories, in your cities and in your farms. 
We cannot be content to be such tools for 
ever. You penetrate our shores. Why 
should we not penetrate yours for peace- 
ful enterprise?” This consciousness is 
arising now which may be termed, it 
may be an unfortunate phrase, but 
nevertheless a true one, — the clash of 
colour, and that is the point to which 
I now come. Why is it that this clash 
of colour has occurred ^ Is there some 
divine source behind it or not? Is it 
merely intended to pull down civilisa- 
tions in all the countries, or is it 
intended to bring about the phenomenon 
of something higher being evolved out 
of it? My own conviction is that by 
these western people going into countries 
and carrying with them methods of 
material civilisation and by giving peace 
giving the people also the opportunities 
to rise to their consciousness, a greater 
world is being evolved, a world that is 
being brought gradually, but certainly 
into one great harmony, a harmony to 
which we all look forward, where each 
one will be able to perform, regardless 
of colour, regardless of creed, even re- 
gardless of religion, the great purpose 
for which the divine law created this 
world and its various component parts. 

I must now return to South Africa. 
There is no doubt in my mind that there 
it is primarily a question of colour, a 
solution of which the South African 
Dominion finds it difficult to arrive at. 
But I believe a solution will be forth- 
coming, and that is the point to which 
I want to come. How is that solution 
to be arrived at ? Will it be achieved by 
quarrelling, bv fighting, by threatening, 
or shall we be' able to achieve our object 
if we utter high .sounding, wmrds or 
threaten them with boycotts and such like 
proceedings. Your Highnesses know that 
such actions only arouse antagonmm. If 
carried to its ultimate logical end, such 


actions may even lead to such a situation 
arising where South Africa, when ulti- 
mately pushed to that length, will be 
prepared to fall out of the Empire 
rather than sacrifice the work they have 
done for their own nationality for the 
last 200 years. Such a contingency, 
therefore,^ does not only affect India 
but it affects the Empire, and when 
viewed from the larger standpoint, it 
is obvious, — at least it is obvious to 
me, — that the achievement of Indians 
aims in South Africa can only 
be achieved by good will and by the 
exchange of friendly relationship. 
Rightly or wrongly, those were the sen- 
timents that guided me; rightly or 
wrongly, those were the principles that 
appeared to me to be the most attractive 
and which I thought w'ere in the best 
interests of my own country. If, there- 
fore, I should have appeared to have fal- 
len into the arms of my friend. General 
Smuts, I tell Your Highnesses what was 
the main principle on which I worked. 
And it is certainly easier to deal with 
friends than Avith those Avho are antago- 
nistic to us. I am still hopeful that a 
solution of this important problem will 
be arrived at, and although General 
Smuts refused the Committee because he 
explained that it would only enhance the 
difficulties that already existed and 
would create further bitterness amongst 
the two nationalities, nevertheless, he 
showed the anxiety that some solution 
must be found. 

After all this, to come to something 
personal might sound as something pre- 
smnptious on my part, but I mention 
it because I believe that the statesman 
who gave utterance to his views really 
showed thereby how anxious he was to 
come to a solution. General Smuts wa.s 
kind enough to ask me at the Imperial 
Conference, in the public gathering, that 
he Avould welcome me if I could go to 
South Africa and examine the problem 
for myself, and help in the solution of 
this great problem. I could not but 
accept such an invitation even if it 
involved inconvenience which it certainly 
Avould, for I personally had no otheV 
predilections to go to South Africa not 
even to embrace General Smuts 
again. > A long time ago, in my youth, 
an astrologer once told me that during 
mv life I .should make paiticular friends 
Avith Scotsmen and the Dutch. I cer- 
tainly claim to possess many friends 
from Scotland, but I have never vet 
found people from Holland, Avith whom 
I haA^e had opportunities to makv* 
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friend.^. But T (iiKOswed that the pro- 
phwy waK [).n-li:ip-; coinin*' true wht-n I 
(m-iutuI Suuil.i v.'lio i.s a IJutduuan. 
And now J idaiin to a.^sert this in the 
face of any a>p(‘i'.--ioii.‘< that may he cast 
on iny s-tutemeiit that tliis friend.iiiip 
hej'an only bctau;-e 1 found (u-ncral 
Smut-> yva.-; i'onuimdy anxious to find a 
wdutiun of (lilfictiliies. T hoHeve that :f 
the .'south African question can he 
tackled — althougli lie is now out of 
power, with a sense of friendship and 
'goodwill ami with an earnest desire to 
fuid a solution, it would not he inipossi- 
Ide; still to find a happy solution. 
That, at least, is my faith. 

jVovv, Your 1 lioluie.-scs. I should like 
to explain to you certain points in whith 
r found some diilicidty. The iir.st was 
that all the Doiiiiiiiou Prcin’ers who 
came to that ”atheriu;j: were the elected 
repiv.scutativcs of the Doininion.s. They 
were iT-iiue J\Iini.-.ters. and the telci'rani 
thiit Wiis eiicidatcd in .September formed 
the basis lif discussion of the various 
problems that were gointt to tome up 
before the Impei'ial Conference. The 
Dominiou Premiers had amide time to 
disi:u>s the.so problems with their own 
Ooveriiments, to know their views and 
their wishes, and they came pre)iared 
with a tremendous force of their own 
country's opinion heliind tliem to express 
their views before the Imperial Confer 
cnee. I can reali.se the dilUculty of 
convening a .Sc.ssion of our Princes 
Chamber before aii Imperial Conference 
i.s t;oiipq to he conveneit. to di.scuss the 
prohlom.-' that are itoinit to come before 
the Conference. But the difl’iculty, 
ueverthoio.'S. lies hero that, althoui^h I 
had the privilege of being .selected as a 
uiemher of your Order by llis Excellency 
the Viceroy, any views that I uttered 
were more or le.ss individual, for I was 
not able to know the views of brother 
I’rinees. T’lierefore. I only hope that 
it may he possible hereafter, provided 
sullicient iiotiie is received from Gov- 
ernment to give your representative to 
the next Tniporial Conference, whoever 
he he, some opportunity of knowing be- 
foroliami what the views are that he 
slundd represent even if they be the views 
of the Government of' India, on the 
various qno>tions th;it come before tlie 
Confereuco. If it should he Your Ex- 
telli ucv s pUnmure to consider the 
advi.-sibility of thinking over this pro- 
po.sjtiou ami a-iamg tiie Chamber to 
select a p.inel of "» or •> Princes from 
wh.oni Vovir Execlleiu'y tan make tHo 


final choice — I believe it would give such 
a reprw-entiU.i'.e greater force when he 
is desired to express his views before 
.-mil an Imperial gathering. 

The .-etuml diliieully I had to e.xper- 
ieiice was that my colleague. Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru, unfortunately fell ill 
ami theiofore we were unable to discus.s 
things together as much as I should per- 
.'Onally h.ave liked. 1 svinpathised with 
hitn in his physical dllliculties and I 
leally .uimired the courage which he 
summoned in tackling the important 
que.slimis that were before the Imperial 
Conference with a health which went 
aguim-i him. I invited him to come and 
stay witii me at my own hotel so that day 
and night whenever .such questions came 
forward we could discu.-^.s them, and I 
am glad to say that he very willingly 
acceiited my invitation ami wms prepared 
to come. I went to the extent of engaging 
his rooms when unfortunately due to 
ptomaine poi.-iuuiiig he went so ill again 
that '.ve were afraid he might not bo able 
to attend even one or two meetings of 
tlie Imperial Conference. It is for thi.s 
re.'ison — again.st which perhaps other 
re;i.-ons have lieeii ascribed — that we 
were unable to consult together on all 
the points on which we wanted to exprcs.s 
our opinions before the Imperial Confer- 
ence and I personally con.sider it my 
mi.sfortune as it was his from the point 
of view of his illnc'S. 

The third (jue.slion which I .should 
like to place before Your Highnesses — 
and it is one whicli vitally concerns you — 
is flint when one of Your Ifiglinc.s.ses’ 
ropre.-'cntativcs is chosen by the Viceroy 
ro go tu Mich ;t tratlieriug in future, some 
kind of papers and prccetienls should Ire 
available to him wliieli he could study 
.'iml from which lie could judge what 
!;in>i of cmtiiering it is, what kind.s of 
Mihiects have rome before it in the past. 
At present the Delegate that gees from 
Your Iliglme.sses' Order has nothing to 
a.ssist him. Papers that de.al with .such 
important problems are not p-er.sonal 
property, ami therefore I maintain 
that they should lie kept in a central 
oihee where the next ner.son, wheever is 
selected to uo, will finfl such ('ommuni- 
cations re-idiiv .•iviili'ble to him, .-it ;iny 
r.ite to studv and to pu-pare himself 
with reg.ird to pa-t practiu- and -o 
fortii. That involves the que-tion of a 
-uitahle oiTice stafT for the Ch.imellor 
idviut which we hmi <li-. \a.sum.; in our 
informal inccting.s, I hope Your E.xtei- 
h-ncy will It-t me expr.i^s ,i few word-' 


about the subject to-day, because it is 
vital to our Chamber’s success.lt is only 
at such a central office that, such corres- 
pondence, such communications and 
such papers can be kept together in one 
place. Therefore I hope that Your 
Highnesses will see that not only from 
the point of view of the interests of our 
Order, but for Imperial purposes alio, 
that the sooner you estaolish such an 
office the better will it be. 

Now, Your Highnesses, I know that 
Your TIicrhnesses are interested in the 
question of precedence. Due, unfor- 
tunately, to my colleague’s indisposition 
he was unable to take part in several of 
the social functions including banquets. 
Therefore I had to indulge in a plethora 
of feasts amounting altogether to 17, 
Avhich added work by night to our 
already fairly occupied time. But I 
accepted these invitations with pleasure 
for the simple reason that I felt that the 
hospitality was not extended to me in 
my individual capacity but to India and 
it gave me an opportunity of exchanging 
sentiments with the people in Britain in 
regard to which I have published all 
my speeches and have circulated them to 
my friends to show what were the senti- 
ments that the people in England really 
held about India only if the right point 
of view was put forward and things 
were rightly understood. (Hear, hear). 
As regards precedence, it would seem 
as if I was blowing my own trumpet. 
There, again, I was not looking after 
myself individually, which perhaps I 
was quite capable of doing, but I was 
looking after Your Highnesses’ dignity 
and position — that is at least how it 
struck me. Therefore, before I attend- 
ed any of these functions, official or 
semi-official, I made enquiries as to what 
would be my position, and out of the 
17 banquets, at 16 of them the Prince 
from India was given precedence over all 
the Dominion Premiers and representa- 
tives. I want to mention this in order 
to place it on record because when I 
made enquiries from the Political 
A. D. C. at the India Office I found 
as a delegate to the Imperial Confer- 
ence, India occupies the last place on the 
tables of the Empire, but remember 
individually as a member, of your Order 
I occupied this position which I hope 
Your Highnesses will feel was in your 
common interests. 

Now, Your Highnesses, in my conciud • 
ing remarks I have only to say this. My 


short experience on the Imperial Con- 
ference has indeed been an 'eye-opener to 
me and one that I shall never forget, 
for although I knew of the British 
Empire, somehow or other the atmos- 
phere in that small dingy room in 10, 
Downing Street, small as it was, ^ya3 
such that you breathed the exhilarating 
air of the Empire. The British Empire 
there became to me a living reality, some- 
thing that did not exist merely on maps, 
merely on land, but something that had 
a far higher connection and that was in 
the hearts and minds of the peoples form-' 
ing the component parts of this great 
heritage of His Majesty the King Em- 
peror. There one felt that different 
nationalities, creeds, religions, countries, 
were all brought together, and the sym- 
bol, the factor which united them toge- 
ther and kept them together in bonds, 
not of steel or of iron, but of aSection 
and goodwill, was the symbol of the 
Crown that we all regard with such 
veneration and devotion. The Imperial 
Conference, as the word itself signifies, 
is a gathering of the sister nations form- 
ing integral parts of the Empire and 
there were there great statesmen with 
whom one came into contact — great 
.statesmen all not wanting primarily to 
do something or gain something that 
they could possibly acliieve for their own 
countries, for their own nationalities, 
for their own dominions, but each pre- 
pared to give, — some little, some more, 
— what was in their power to make this 
British Empire, which is already great, 
something greater, so that it may go 
down to posterity greater than the heri- 
tage our generations have received, 
greater in order that it may be the 
symbol not of force, not of persecu- 
tion., but of libertYs and what k mare, cit 
love and affection.' 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner; Your E.xcellency ; Your High- 
nesses, Once again during this session 
of the Chamber, it is my privilege to 
move a vote of thanks, this time to a 
friend of my early boyhood. His High- 
ness the Maharaja of Alwar, who, in the 
words of Your Excellency’s inaugural 
Address, has devoted his capacities to 
the service of India and the Empire. 

Not many words of mine are 
needed to commend this motion to 
Your Highnesses. His Highness’ in- 
tellectual attainments, his eloquence 
and power of expression, whi^ if 
I mhy say so, are equal to his under- 
standing of the problems, with the study 



whicli he hring.s to bear upon them, and 
al o tlic /.eal, energy and devotion in 
matters affecting us and our Order — a 
rare comi)i nation of qualities with which 
iiis lligline.'.s went fortified on his Im- 
perial nii.viion—are familiar to us 
that I do not feel justified, with the 
luMvy agenda hefou* us to-day, in taking 
Tip your time by dwelling upon them 
further. 

\Vc have all folhjwed with interc.st 
the statement of the meritorious work 
done t)y Ilis Highness at the Imperial 
Conference, wjiere he had in particular 
to deal with the very difficult and deli- 
cate subject of the position of our 
eoiiiitrynien in the Dominions and Colo- 
nies, including Kenya. 

On this all-important subject there is 
no need for me to speak further beyciiul 
mentioning what a great pleasure it 
was to me. as Chancellor, after refer- 
ence to Your lligliiie.s.ses, to co-operate 
with Ilis Highne.vs, in close co-operation 
and in close con.sultation with Ilis 
Excellency tlie Viceroy in despatching 
to His flighne.ss, as the repre.sentative 
of the I’rinees of India, a cordial 
message of friendship and goodwill to 
His .Xlajesty's Government and the 
Britisli Nation and British Dominions 
and Colonies, and au expression of the 
Princes’ earnest hope that the united 
elTorts of all concerned in the Conference 
would yield .some satisfactory results by 
(h-uwing closer into bonds of good fellow- 
ship, the great comity of Nations form- 
ing the British Empire. I venture to 
feel that the Chamber will agree that 
such a iiic.-J-sage, delivered in His High- 
ness’ fine style to the varioms Heads 
and other eminent repre.sentatives of the 
various parts of the Empire at that 
impre.ssive gathering in 10, Downing 
Street, could not fail to create the l>est 
impressions. 

.May 1 fake this opportunity to digres.s 
for a moment and to venture, vyith all 
respect and friendliness especially to 
those in this Chamber who are younger 
than us. to impress upon them^ the bene- 
fits and advantage.-: accruing from close 
i-o operat ion for the common weal, even 
though nccasion.il difieronoes of personal 
upinioJi might have arisen which must 
fall to the lot of all honest men who stick 
to tlieir principles. Where the interests 
of our Order are concerned. His High- 
tie^.s deserves <mr united ihank.s. .ind. 
jijav I add, our congratTilatioji.s cm the 
M'lf-eimeing maisncr in which he ha--: 
acknl vij) to his principle,-: by ’doing wh.it 


he think- i.s right and in the best inier- 
e.yt;, of our Onier even when he i.-: other 
wi.-e unable to .'■ee eye to eye in re-^pect 
to certain matters. 

Tho,-e of hi.s brother Primes who 
followed lli.s Highness’ work on ihi.s 
Imperial mi.-.-ion will retail with ptide 
the great imj)ro.'*ion which he made by 
hi.s .-ipec'che.'i, both in reg.ird to their sul)- 
jcft matter as well a,s to tiie method of 
delivery whieh we all Jmve le.irnt to 
as.srH-'iate with His Highiie.-s. 

Your Excellency; Your Highne.-se.s; 
thougii my .spee(.h may not be long, I feel 
-sure that Your Excellency. Hi.s High- 
ne.-vs the .Maharaja of Aiwar, aiid all 
Your Highnc.-'.-c.s will not as-ociate with 
the brevity of my remark.s .any lack of en- 
thusiasm for Hi.s Highue.'ls’ valuable 
work on this .Mi.s.sion, and I feel confi- 
dent that I t-clio the united .-lentiments 
of this Chamber when I beg to move a 
hearty vote of thanks to ili.s HighnCs-s 
and, again in the word.- of His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy, to felicitate him upon 
the Very able and di.itingui.shed manner 
in whieii he has performed hi.s res[)OU- 
sible task. 

His Highness the Maharaja ol 
Patiala: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nes.-es, — Hi.s Highness the Chancel- 
lor in moving the vote of thanks has 
already siiokeu .so eloquently of the re- 
markable success achieved by His High- 
ness the Maharaja of Aiwar a,s our lie- 
presentative at the Imperial Confer- 
ence tiiat I feel dilfidont in adequately 
e.xpressing my .sentiments free from re- 
petition. I know, by personal experi- 
ence, the weight 'ol re.-,pon.sihility 
entailed by particip.ation in sudi a 
gathering as tlio Imperial Conference. 
The handicap.s and di.-:abilities, whicli 
we from Indi.i suffer from, whenever 
we are c.iUcd upon to express our views 
in a language which camiut he called 
our own, are also considerable. Never- 
theless. it is a matter of no .small grati- 
fication and pleasure to feel that Ills 
Highrie.-:.s the Maharaj.! of .Vhvar ha.s 
ma.-:tored. a.s it were, the fiiiTicullies 
of cireum.stance to such an extent that 
men qualifietl by birth and by .attain- 
ments to speak’ with autlmrity on the 
suhiect, have paid a glowing tribute 
to tiie erudition, the culture and 
the choice dictum of His High- 
ne.ss in his utterances ,u the 
Imperial Conferettte .uid el-'ew?.ere. 
The Ruling Primes of India feel prom! 
of His nighne.s.s’ excellent achieventciu.- 
and workras the repre.'ent.tttTe of tl.eir 
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Order, at this International gathering. 
His Highness is a valuable asset of the 
Narendra hlandal. That he has done 
his work well is no surprise to 
me. Nothing less was expect- 
ed of him. By the advocacy of our in- 
terests at the Imperial Conference and 
by the expression in glowing language 
of the legitimate aspirations of India 
before the British public, as 
the representatives of other Dominions, 
His Highness the Maharaja of Ahvar 
has rendered a signal service to our 
Order and to our Motherland. 

With these few words I heartily se- 
cond the vote of thanks to His Highness 
proposed by His Highness the Maharaja 
of Bikaner. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: Your 
Highnesses, — ^As I bear a special respon- 
sibility in regard to the mission which 
was entrusted to His Higiiness of 
Alwar. I feel that I should not only like 
to a,ssociate myself most thoroughly witli 
all that has been said both by the Chan- 
cellor, His Highness of Bikaner, and 
by His Highness of Patiala, both of 
whom have had experiences of missions 
of this character and therefore speaic 
with a special knowledge and under- 
standing of the difficulties, but I also de- 
sire, speaking as the representative of the 
King-£mperor in the Indian Empire, 
to thank His Highness of Alwar not only 
for the services he rendered when he at- 
tended the Imperial Conference. I have 
already referred to His Highness’ ser- 
vices in my opening address ; but may I 
say to him to-day after having heard his 
address that his utterance was one worthy 
of the Princes for whom he spoke, 
worthy of the Chamber of Princes of 
which he is so prominent a Member, 
worthy of the Empire which he so nobly 
championed before us. I have seldom 
heard a finer conception of Empire des- 
cribed than in the concluding words that 
fell from His Highness of Alwar. I 
felt with him, as he spoke of the advan- 
tage it is to be able to conceive the 
Empire as it really is rather than to get 
one’s knowledge of Empire from books, 
from documents, from maps and from 
newspapers. He so well explained the 
true spirit of Empire that I wish to 
thank him for all that he has said to-day. 

In relation to India, His Highness 
has explained to you that there are 
special difficulties under which Princes 
and other delegates from India suffer at 
times. I do not propose to ]^make any 
observations about them at this moment. 


save that I will say that consideration 
should be given to those special perplexi- 
ties to which he has referred and which 
have been brought to my notice also 
sometimes. But I do wish to emphasise 
that His Highness, like others of your 
Chamber and of your Order who at the 
Councils of the Empire, to be represent- 
atives of the Empire, are representatives 
not only of the Indian States but are the 
representatives of India — India consist- 
ing of British India and the Indian 
Stateu The advantage of a Member of 
Your Highnesses’ Chamber or Order sit- 
ting at the Conference Table with othei 
representatives, the Prime Ministers 
elected by their iieople, is that you repre- 
sent something which otherwise would 
bo unrepresented at the Council Cham- 
ber. There are no men sitting at th.at 
Conference Avho stand in the same posi 
tion as Your Highnesses; and therefore 
so far from regretting that there should 
be this special distinction, I thinlr it 
desirable and eminently fitting that one 
of you should be present, and that you 
should add your voice to that of the 
other delegates of India, and that I 
know is His Highness of Alwar’s own 
understanding of the matter. Let me 
once more warmly congratulate His 
Highness upon the work that he did, 
but also upon bringing back with him so 
fine, so wide, so noble a conception of 
that constellation in the world’s firma- 
ment which we describe as the British 
Empire. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Alwar: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses. — It was bad enough to be attack- 
ed from three sides — from the back 
by His Highness the Jam Maharaj of 
Nawanagar, and from the two sides 
by my brother His Highness of Bikaner 
and b}^ niy friend. His Highness of 
Patiala, but now when Your Excellency 
joins the trio by delivering a direct 
frontal attack, I feel' that I am 
completely defeated. The attack is 
one which it is very difficult to with- 
stand, for anything that pertains to the 
physical body can be resisted but one 
that comes direct from the heart and 
goes to the heart is indeed difficult not 
only to resist but certainly to give any 
reply to in words. As the President of 
our Cliamber let me thank Your Excel- 
lency cordially for the more than gener- 
ous references you have made with regard 
to the very little I may have been able 
to do at the Imperial Conference. ' I 
thank Your Highnesses for the kind 
words you have mentioned in moving the 



\«)U* <if tliaiik-s aud iu .'-^;cuJid)U|' il. l am 
.'ratciul to you but even that gratciul- 
m-'.-i i<‘a<la to .<onit;ihiug luriiK-r : uud n 
it .dv<s vir,c to aiiv ambition iu mv mind, 
it H ibi.s, that if“l have done a little on 
this occasion, then, if another occasion 
arises and a Uisk is given to me lu 
however small a capacity, that I might be 
of greater service to tliis Empire, an 
Empire which i.s to me nut anything 
in iiaiiu; imt .something that exhilarates 
me with feelings to wllicii no word.s ot 
mine can give e.xpre.ssion. 

t once more de.dre to e.xpre.ss my grate- 
fulnes.s to Your Excelleiiey and to lour 
lligluie.'.se.s, and I only wish that 1 ro- 
vidence may really make me capable so 
that 1 may” be of use to this Empire in 
linking together humuiiity towards uur 
united goal of the realisation of uur 
Divinity within us. 


Agendum No. 7. 

Ih'port of th:' Stnuffiiyj Committee re- 
ijardinn compensation for ruiUvay 
lanc/s in hnfion States. 

His Highness the Maharaia of 
Patiala: Your Excellency . Your High- 
— In accordance with the dcct^ 
sioii of the Standinj^ Couimittee in 
JaiuKiry lUii A, the quest ion of assess- 
niont of compensation land required 
for railways in Indian States was t*‘on- 
sidcred by a Couimittee consisting of 
Ministers of Indian States and oflicials 
of rJio Government of India on the 20tn 
May 1024. We have, therefore, before 
us iirst the summary as prepared by the 
Foreij^n and Political Department and 
secondlv the summary as revised by the 
Committee of Ministers iu June 1924. 
The Staudinj^ Committee only proposed 
a few modifications iu ^ the recom- 
’ meudatinn.'^ of the ^Iinit;ter.<' ('omniittee 
which Your Higliuessc-s must have care- 
fully examined. THe principle under- 
lying them has been that the laws of 
the State should have their rightful 
place in the iuljudic.nlion of loc.ii dis- 
putes irrespective of their similarity or 
otherwise of British laws and that there 
should be provision for impartial and 
'indepemlont arbitr.ilions when there 
•ua.s occasion for it. 

With these few words I beg to submit 
tiiat the Ministers' summary a.s ftnallv 
amended bv the Standing Committee he 
■approved by the Chamber. 

■ His Highness the^Iahaiaj Eana of 
Dholpur: Your Excellency, Your High- 
ncsscs, I beg to second the motion. 


His Excellency the Viceroy: 1 take u 
that Your liighi!e.-«es’ Chamber 
approves of the Report. 


Agendum No. 9. 

Jhpurt of the StateJino t.%/!,i:nt(tee re* 
‘jardiu'j the at.umiititht of the I ir.it 
Iteaufations to a< to e.i’clude f'auth 
I’iploda from the iitt of IcStcr Chiefs 
ill Ciiitnil India eniitftd to cute for a 
liipnst ntuticc Manber in the 
Cham tor of Princet. 

His Highness Iho Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Vunr Excellency, Your iiigh- 
nc.-s.-'es ; — I present nosv the Report of tlie 
Standing Committee regarding the 
amendment of the L’ir.st Regulations .so 
a.s to exclmle I'anth I'ipluda from tiie 
list, of lesser Chiefs of Central India en- 
titled to vole for a Repre.seiifalivo Mem- 
ber in the Chamber of I'rinces. The 
proposal came from the Agent to the 
(iovernor tleneral in Central India on 
tile ground that the E.slate was probably 
ineliided by hi.s predecessor among tin* 
lesser Cliiefs by inadvertence and that 
there was rcallv no justification for 
treating it as falling within the category 
of the lesser State.s in (’eiitnil India. 

Tile qualilieatiou of a le-.-er Chief to 
vote at an election of a Representative 
.Member, acconling to Foreign and Toli- 
tieal Department Rcaolution No. t5l5-R. 
of the 'il.st September 1921, is th.it he 
should be ruling over his own Slate, 
and I beg to propose that Yonr Iligli- 
nes.ies do conseipieiitiy accord your 
approval to tlie exclu.siou of I’anth - 
Piploda. 

I might add that, .simultaneously with 
this ijuestion, the Standing Committee 
took uj) the matter of the similar exelu- 
■sion of Januiia and Xirnkliera and im- 
animously recommended their exclusion 
upon rny raising the (juestioii on tlie re- 
feretice nuade to me m my capacity .ic 
Chancellor by His Highnes.s t'ue Maha- 
raja of Dhar. and Lotli as Chantellor 
and in my per.sonal c.ipaciiy I ventured 
to express the opinion that from the farts 
before us those two Estates al.-a wer.* 
not entitled to representatioJi — a view 
with which the Cummittee unaniuion~- 
ly agreed. 

I understand that the que.'lion - till 
jiending and may require further di.-eu-- 
sion iu the .Standing Cornmiltee b-'h're 
.my deiinite let ommendation c.ju he 
made to tlie Cli.uniier. 

His Higlvness the Saja of Sitamau: I 
secoadilhe motion. 



His Excellency the Viceroy: 
may take it, as J gather.^ that this 
motion has been - accepted by the 
Chamber. 


Agendum No,. 15. 

llrsolution by His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Patiala in regard to the amfli- 
'jication of Foreign and Political De- 
partment Resolution No. 427-R., 
dated the 29th. October 1920, so os to 
fix a period of limitation for applica- 
tions for the appointment of Courts 
of Arbitration. 

His Highness the Maharaja ol 
Patiala; Your Excellency and Your 
Highnesses, the Eesolution that stands 
in my name reads as follows ; — 

“ This Chamber recommends to His 
]''xcellency the Viceroy that the Eesolu- 
tion of, the Government of India in the 
Foreign and Political Department 
No. 427-E., dated the 29th October 
1920, be amplified by the addition of the 
following paragraph : — 

“ No request for the appointment 
of a Court of Arbitration iinder 
• this Eesolution will be considered 
unless made within five years of 
the date on which the Darbar 
concerned is informed of the 
ruling or receives the advice' in 
question.” 

It is, as Your Highnesses have un- 
doubtedly observed, a Eesolution em- 
bodying a proposal for the amplifica- 
tion of a Eesolution already adopted by 
the Government of India in the year 
, 1920. 

2. Before setting forth my grounds of 
justification for standing before Your 
Highnesses as the mover of this resolu- 
tion, it wpuld not, perhaps, be deemed 
unnecessary, were I. to set forth in a few 
words the genesis and the history of the 
Government Eesolution which is sought 
tj be amplified. 

3. When the distinguished authors 
of the Montford Eeport realised that in 
every country that enjoys the 'dimen- 
sions, the traditions, and' the popula- 
tion of a land as big, as old, and as 
thickly populated as ours is,_ cases are 
liound to arise, where the interests of 

-- .'•everal States yrill clash with one an- 
orher; and when they further felt that 
there was ;ho suitable machinery that 
could be employed for the settlement of 
such cases, to the satisfaction of the 
parties concerned, they, in paragraph 


304 of their Eeport, made certain obset- 
v-ations-on the advisability of the forma- 
tion of. Courts of Arbitration to which 
such disputes could be referred in cases 
of need : and of .whose independence and 
impartiality the contending parties’ 
could -have no reasonable grounds for 
suspicion. 

“ Our proposal ” they wrote, " is 
concerned with the disputes 
which arise between two or more 
States, or between a State and a , 
Local Government, or the Govern- 
ment of India, and with a situa- 
tion caused when a State is dis- 
satisfied with the ruling of the 
Government of India or the advice 
of any of its local representatives. 
In such cases, there exists at the 
present moment no satisfactory 
method of obtaining an exhaus- 
tive and judicial enquiry into the 
issues, such as might satisfy the 
States, particulaily in cases 
where the Government of India 
itself is involved, that the issues' 
have been considered in an in- 
dependent and impartial man- 
' ' ner.” 

These, Your Highnesses, form the basis- 
for the Government of India Eesolution 
of 1920. The Princes of India also in 
their scheme of the formation of ‘Naren- 
dra MandaF had advocated such Courts 
of Arbitration. 

4. Your Highnesses, I 'do not propose 
to go into the merits of this Eesolution. 
What I am merely concerned with to-day 
is the question of limitation on which 
this Eesolution was silent. No time bar 
wa^ originally set on the right of a 
Prince to seek redress under this Eesolu- 
tion. The Government of India how- 
ever felt the need to make it clear that it 
was not ” contemplated that the new 
procedure should be used for the purpose 
of reviving old disputes which have long 
been settled ’ ’ . They therefore proposed 
the amplification of that resolution by 
the addition of the following new para- 
graph : — 

” No applications for the appoint- 
ment of a Court of Arbitration 
under this resolution will be 
considered unless made within 
six months of the date on which 
the Darbar concerned is in- 
formed of the ruling or receives 
the advice in question, provid- 
ed that the Governor General 
may at his discretion extend 
. the period to twelve months ”. 



When the qiie^jtion of this new addition 
to the old re-yjlutiun came up for discus- 
sion before the Standing Comiaittee, it 
vviis felt that the limitation pro[)a-?ed 
was very inadequate and that the pro- 
posal deserved very careful considera- 
tion. The restriction of six months 
migiit in most cases deprive the aggriev- 
ed Prince for reasons beyond his con- 
trol from the lajiiefit of the provisions of 
this resolution. It \va.s also, we thought, 
against the spirit of timc.s that the 
rights, privileges, rc.sponsibiIities, and 
dutic.s should be unduly restricted. 

5. Circumstances, internal and exter- 
nal, may conceivably arise which may 
compel a Prince to pay greiiter attention 
— in fact sole attention — to other 
matters than to a dispute which had 
been decided against him. Disabilities 
bora of distance, of disea-se. of travel, 
and similar other causes can also lead to 
make the period of six montlis a.s woe- 
fully insuflicient for preferring a request 
for a Court of Arbitration. 


(1. Your nighne.sso3, in prescribing a 
period of limitation for a request for the 
appointment of a Court, we should not 
be unmindful of the unusual nature of 
'the disputes- that are intended to be 
covered by the proceedings under the 
Government of India Resolution. Mostly 
these dispute.^ would be of a political 
complexion, clo.sely connected with tho 
‘•jO’b“St;nients of sovereignty, of status, 
of (lignitj% and of boundaries, etc., etc. 
Wow, quarrels of this nature demand 
tune to mature, and would usually tro to 
a Court of Arbitration only, as thf> la.st 
resort, when simple remedies bv ’diplo- 
matic settlement have proved ’ infriict- 
uou.s. ^fqreover, tho allowance of a verv 
short period for the invocation of the 
right to a.sk for a Court of Arbitration. 
1 am atraul, would vvork as an incentive 
to litigation. 

were we to narrow down the 
time of limitation to the .short period’ of 
SIX moiUh.s, the inostensihle but potent 
factors, that work for peace, would to a 

arge extent, lo-se their character and 

sSo nf ? If the di.spptants to the 

Slue of anuty and peace. 

8. I, therefore, propose that, in.stead 
should of limitation 

i ^ working- of 

* ate admumstrations and of relatTons 

ai or t.oval Goverument.s of 
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British India on the other, I personally 
believe even this period of five years is 
nut ample for getting justice done to an 
aggrieved Prince. 

9. Taking into consideration, however, 
the fact it would not perhaps be pos- 
sible to dispense with limitation, I have 
suggested live years’ time limit. Per- 
sonally I would liave much preferred, 
that the resolution stood as it originally 
did on the date of its promulgation in the 
year 1920, i.e., unaiTected by iimitivtion 
of time. 

10. Your Excellency, with these few 
ob.servation.s I beg to move the re.solution. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your E.xcellency; Your High- 
nes-ses; I beg to .second' the motion. 
The period of six months originally pro- 
posed was aitofiether too short and would 
often not have allowed time even for 
tho nece.-viary examintion of the question 
and getting the material together, much 
less for obtaining legal opinion and 
drafting repre.-^entation3 and all .such 
other work, and in regard to the 
more important questions for reference 
to Coiirt.s of Arbitration and for .‘settle- 
ment of di.sputc.s arising between the 
Government of India or a Local Govern- 
ment on the one side and any Indian 
State on tlie other, or between two 
or more States or in regard to cases 
where a State i.s dissatisfied with the 
ruling or the advice of the Briti.sh Gov- 
ernment or it.s local representative, the 
limit of the time proposed to be fixed 
for five year.s is, I submit, really not 
very long. It i.s a totallv different matter 
from the procedure of time-limir fixed 
for memorials presented to the Govern- 
ment of India which are often done by 
those who are the disloyal .and di.scoii- 
tentccl .subjects of Indian States. 

There is one more important point 
which requires, to mv mind, to b*e mnde 
clear beyond any doubt or dispute in the 
future. This period of limitation .should 
only applv to c.a.se.s ami disputes which, 
to quote the Government of In'dia memo- 
randum explanatorv of this item which 
A.S .submitted to flic Standing Com- 
mittee last August, “ had long been 
.settled ", i.c., c.m-.s and dispute.s which 
h.ave been dealt with for good .and .all. 
but should not under any circum.stance.s 
be considered applicable' to any advice, 
ruling or dispute regarding cases which 
mav ukimately be found not to have been 
really settled or fmi.=5hed or which mav 
have simmore’d up again e.speciaUy a.s the 
vesult. direct or imiirect, of the .advice 
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of the British Government or its repre- 
sentatives or from whatever other cause, 
in spite of any interval that may have 
elapsed between the final or the supposed 
final settlement of such a dispute or 
matter and its being again revived in 
some form or other. 

This IS a matter of the most vital im- 
portance as I think is sufficiently clear. 
Nor does it require any emphasis on my 
part to urge in regard to any simh 
amendment for the period of limitation 
that nothing in regard to such period 
of limitation should be done which would 
be contrary to the spirit and the object 
underlying the proposal for a Court of 
Arbitration and the Resolution of the 
Government of India on the subject 
wherebv effect was given to the request 
and wishes of the Princes of India in 
this respect as a matter of justice and 
equity. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: The Ee- 
solntion moved is to recommend that the 
limitation of five years should be imposed 
in relation to the appointments of Courts 
of Arbitration. I gather that Your 
Highnesses are all agreed to this course 
and therefore the Resolution is carried. 


Agendum No. 3. 

Tlofort of tl)p Sitandinq Committee ra- 
(jardinq loireless telegra'pTiy and tele- 
'phony m Indian States. 

His Highness the Maharaja ol 
Patiala: Your Excellency and Your 
Highnesses, the question of the policy 
of Government regarding wireless tele- 
graphy and telephony came up before 
the Princes some time back. The sum- 
mary of the Government as originally 
prepared, was, for the first time, put 
before and revised'by the Standing Com 
mittee as early as November 1922. ,The 
same process was repeated in September 
1923. The last revised summary came 
up again for the consideration of the 
Standing Committee in January 1924 
,We discussed the January summary in 
August last at our Simla meeting (on 
the 21st August 1924). The Committee 
has noWi in ,the fourth revision, re- 
modelled the text of the January sum- 
mary which is appended to the printed 
proceedings which are already in Your 
Highnesses’ hands. 

T wi.sh particularly to point out that 
in regard to the allocation of revenue it 
was agreed by us that this question 
should be separately considered. The 
erection of wireless stations, their con- 


trol and methods of work we have, for 
obvious reasons, separated from the 
question of the revenue that is expected 
to accrue from the installation and work- 
ing of wireless stations in the States. 
Our summary is based on the principle 
that the fullest co-operation with the 
Government of India wherever possible 
should be achieved without prejudice to 
the rights and interests of the States. 
We believe that these proposals would en- 
sure reasonable co-ordination between 
the States and the Government of India 
in a matter which is of mutual interest 
and benefit to both. We have at the 
sanae time not been unmindful of the 
obligations laid on the Government of 
India by the . Int-ernational Telegraph 
Convention. With these remarks. Your 
Excellency, I beg tp move that the sum- 
mary be generally approved bv the 
Chamber 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Alwar: Your Excellency, I am going to 
follow the noble' example of my col- 
league and neighbour. His Highness 
the Maharai Rana of Dholpur, in mak- 
ing the briefest speech of the session 
therefore I gladly second the Resolution 
n^oved by His Highness the Maharaja 
of 'Patiala, which, I feel sure, Your 
Highnesses will pass in willing acquie- 
scence. 

The Pant Sachiv of- Bhor: Your 

Excellency, I second the Resolution. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your Excellency; Your High- 
nesses, — ^As His Highness of Patiala has 
just said the summary now presented to 
Your Highnesses is, the outcome of pro- 
longed discussions and cai’eful consider- 
ation in the Standing Committee on at 
least four occasions in between 1922 and 
now. In suporting the motion that the 
Chamber should accord its general ap- 
proval to the summary, I should like 
e.specially to invite Your Highnesses’ 
attention to paragraph 1, column 5, con- 
taining the Committee’s recommenda- 
tions of August last. In clause 1 it 
has been explained how essential it Is 
with a view to maintain co-ordination 
and to avoid mutual interference that 
there should be previous considtation 
Avith the experts of the Government of 
India in regard to certain details such as 
the type of installation and poAver re- 
quired, suitable Avave lengths, etc. 
OtherAvise, there is a risk that the 
apparatus may be quite inadequate 
and may involve unnecessary waste 
of public funds in the State, and 
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Apr. II., Annex XX. — conf.] 

IL— INTEHNATIOXAL LaKOUR ORGANISATION. 

Cluiptor II : 

Itoin 8.— Sclioilulo G. Goneral Oflicc Kxpenges * - . . 

(//) Increase of postage 

Item 14.— Sub-Schoclnlc A to Schotlule J. Paris Office : 

Correspondents and collection of information - . . . 

A. Salaries; increase: general total - . , . 

C. Office expenses : increase : general total - - ' - 

Sub-Schednlo E to Scbednlo J. Berlin Office ; 

A. Salaries : increase : general total 

0. Office expenses : increase : rent .... 
Chaj)ter Ilf/ : 

Extniordinary and Temporary I'xpenditiire : 

Work on behalf of relugees ; increase of . . . . 


appropriations in aid : increase of sales of publications 


Frs. Frs. 

39,000 

39,000 

17,695 

1,275 

420 


15,625 

375 

56,695 


7,500 


64,195 

10,000 


54,105 


General Summary. 


Siiw?/ufn/ of Net Increases, 

Secretariat : Chapter I . . . . . 

Cliapter II , . . . - 

Chapter III - - - - - 

International liabour Organisation - - . - 


10,000 

190,500 

204,000 

54,195 


Decrease, 


Secretariat : Chajiter II : 

Item 17 (d) : Committee on Allocation of Expenses 


hwrease. 

Original Budget _ . . . - 

Budget as submitted to the Assembly 


458,695 

4,500 

454,195 

- 24,879,622 

- 25,333,817 


Annex XXL — 'Report of the Fourth Committee on the Question of the Cost of Living 
and the Adjnshnent of Salaries, (Rapporteur: Dr, Gustavo Guerrero^ 
Salvadoi*.) 

The Fourth Committee, having had before it the Report of the Salaries Adjustment Committee 
and that of the Supervisory Commission on the same question ; 

AVhile noting that these two reports agree in concluding that the system hitherto adopted in 
determining the cost-of-living index on the basis of which the variable portion of the salaries is 
fixed has shown itself to bo unsatisfactory ; 

Is also of the opinion that it is not possible to decide whether and how far the present salaries 
should be modified, 

(For text of resolution adopted see page 30.) 


Annex XXII. — Report of the Fonrth Oommitlee on Gontrihutions in Arrears, 
(Rapporteur : M, A. F, Vennersten, Sweden.) 

The Fourth Committee instructed a Sub- Committee to consider the question of unpaid 
contributions for the financial j’ears of the League previous to 31st December 1926. 

The Sub-Committee was composed as follows : — 

M. Wladimir Moll off (Bulgaria). 

Dr. A. J. Restrepo (Colombia). 

M. Jean Reveillaud (France). 

Dr. H. K. Ghadimy (Persia). 

M, A. F. Yennersten (Sweden). 

M. Yennersten was elected Chairman and Bapporteur oi the Sub-Committee. 

The Suh-Committee presented a confidential report to the Committee. 

After this report had been discussed at a private meeting, the Fourth Committee unanimously 
agreed to propose to the Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. (For text of 
resolution see page 30.) 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTH DAY. 

November 20tb, 1924. 


The following Ruling Princes and Chiefs were present 


: Kashmir. ; , . 

II is Highiiebs the ^Maharaja of Kashmir. 


Madras (Madras States). 

The Nawab of Banganapalle. 


Bombay (including States of Western India). 


His Highness the llaja of Bariya. 

The Pant Sachiv of Bhor. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Dhrangadhra. 
The Raja of Jawahar. 

The Thakur of Kadana, 

His Highness the Maharaja of Kolhapur. 

The Thakur Sahib of Limbdi. 

The Raja of ^ludhol. 


His Highness the Maharaja of Nawanagar. 
The Thakur Sahib of Palitana. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Porbandar. 
His Highness the Maharaja of Rajpipla. 
The Chief of Saiigli. 

The T hakur Sahib of Wadhwan. 

His Highness the Raj Sabeb of Waiikanex*. 


Punjah (including Punjab States). 


The Rana of Baghat. 

His Highness the Nawab of Bahawalpur, 
The Raja of Kalsia. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Kapurthala. 


The Nawab of Loharu. 

His Highness the Nawab of Malerkotla. 
His Highness the Maharaja of Patiala. 
His Highness of ^Maharaja of Sirmur. 


Bihar and Orissa. 

The Maharaja of Sonpur. i The Raja of Talcher. 

Central India. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Rewa. 
His High}iess the Raja of Sailana. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Samthar. 
His Highness the Raja of Sitamau. 


His Highness the Nawab of Baoni. 

His Highness the Raja of Jhabua. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Orchha, . 
His Highness the ^laharaja of Pauna. 


' Gwalior. 

Hi* Highness tUe Maharaja Sciodia of Hwaljoi\ 

Rajputana. 

Hi* Highness the IMahai-aja of Alwar. ' His Highness the Maliarawal of Jaisaliser. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner. His Highness the .Maharao of Kotali. 

His Highness the IMaharaj Rana of Dholpur, 


Sikkim. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Sikkim, 

( 82 ) 
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Agendum No. 10. 

Resolution b>j Ills Ilinhncss the Maha- 
raja of Altoar rccornmendina the 
ca;ei!ipliou of all Members of the 
(Chamber of Princes in their own riaht 
from the jiaytnent of cuitoms duties on 
articles Uninirtcd for their ij'.nonal 
use. / 

HiaNaCighness tlio Matiaraia ol 
Alwar; Your Excellency, Your High- 
ucjhca, tile iieaolution that btaudiJ iu lav 
name to be moved at this moment is with 
reg/ird to the extension of the privilege 
of importing goods for peroonal use 
customs free, liitherto enjoyed by Princes 
with salutes of 10 and *21 guns to ail 
I’rinces with salutes of 0 guns and over 
who are hereditary Members of the 
Narendra Mundal. The origin of this 
Kesolution lies in the recoumiendatiou 
made by His Highness the Maharaja of 
Gwalior and the report of the Committee 
aji(Jointed to consider the rcconmienda* 
ttons of the Indian Fiscal Commission. 
At the meeting of the Chamber of 
Princes on the 5th February, 1923, the 
following Resolution was moved by His 
Highness the Maharaja of Gwalior : 

“ As the future fiscal policy of the 
Government of India determined on a 
consideration of the recommendations of 
the Fiscal Commission may affect the 
vital interests of the Indian States and 
their subjects, this Chamber resolves 
upon the appointment of a Committee 
consisting of Members of this Chamber, 
the representatives of the Government of 
India to bo uoniinated by His Excel- 
lency, ■ and Ministers of States to be 
nominated by the Chamber to deal with 
the matter and to submit their report by 
the lOtli Februarv, when the reporf 
shoulti be discussed in the Chamber.” 

His Highness proposed that the Com- 
mittee should consist of the following : 

His Higlmess the Maharaja of 
Bikaner, 

His Highness the Mahnrao of 

Cut^, 

The mover (i.e., His Highness the 
Maharaja of Gwalior), 

Sir Manubhai Mehta, 

Sir Sukluloo Par.diad, 

Colonel Haksiir, aiul 

ThriX' pflicers appointed by His 
Excellency the President of our 
Ch.ambor.* 


1 will make a brief refeieuce to lhi-» sub- 
ject. They ^ay iu tlie v.hu'h thvY 

.submitted, ” With lefercj.LO to para- 
graph 7. the Priiitx'> ami the rvpte^eut- 
ati\eaof the .Stale.-? .-Iningiy urge tliat if 
svclioii *20 (if tl'.e .Sc-i Clialoiim Act i-c* not 
repealed, gKHh ordered fri-m out>ide 
India by the Government.'* of the .State? 
fhould i>e e-xempted from cu.^tom.'. duties 
which under the pre^mt sVoti-iu luue tl'.e 
effect of im'riMiing the ccvjI uJ imporianl 
enterprise.-; within the .Suite.? and rai-s- 
ing prices agaiii.?t the suiiji-iis of the 
Slates. * •* ' . * 

The Princes and the rcpivwnlalii.ei of 
the St.ites are also of opinion tliat if the 
claim of the .State.? to the remission of 
eublotns duties is admitted, the St.itcri 
would U* prepared to prutex-t Briti.sh 
Indian indn.'tlrie.s by levying eijuivaleni 
dulie.s on imports into their territoru-j. 

• • * The I'rince.? 

and the repreicntativca of the State.-? 
on the Committee are of opinion th.jt 
the privileges alloued to Prince.-* with 
•salutes of 19 and 21 guns of importing 
giwds cimtoms free for their own u,-e 
should be extended to all Prince.s and 
Chiefs who are permanent Memlx’rs of 
the Chamber I have liere read out the 
deliberations and the results of’ the 
Committee appointed to give an 
opinion on the subject; .lud my Resolu- 
tion, vvliich is based on this report, ein- 
ph.a.si.«es, as is laid down iu the text t>f 
the Resolution, that this privilege 
which ii; now enjoyed by Frinces with 
.s;ilutes of 19 ami 21 gun.s .should Ih* e.x- 
tcuded by the kind and sympathetic cou- 
-sidcralion of His F.xeellcncy the Viceroy, 
and hi.s (knernmcnl to the Prince.? wh.) 
are the permanent .MemlnTs of this 
Chamber in their own right. Your High- 
nc.s.-;e.s, when I w.-is cominiji-ioned by 
-some of you to move thi-s Resolution, I 
w;i.s doubu'ul, a.syou will ?ee from a note 
put down in the agemia, whether I 
-should move it ami it is up to me now to 
explain why that doubt rxcurred and 
how it ba.s been removed from my mind. 
.•Although I .-^hall bo touching on a <}UeS- 
tion that was a matter of .-^ome conten- 
tion some time ago. nevertheless, in 
justic-e tamyself, I should like to explain 
the rcason.s. Your Iligbiuv.^-.s will re- 
memlier that I have .ahv.iys I« 2 en a warm 
advocate of the fact that the po-jtiou and 
dignity of the Princes of India should 
be maintained at a high level .uuJ at n 
high standard. It w.-m for that reasem, 
if I m.iy be permitted to revaii to your 
memory’ the in.?tamv when the queation 
of the inclusion of Mem’u-ts iti ta-e 



Chauibeiv was brought up and when the 
problem of the Chamber itself was being 
discussed — that I had suggested that the 
“'demarcation line ” for the Princes 
should be fixed at a high standard and 
that other Princes, who came below 
that mark, should, where their powers 
did not come up to the full standard 
laid down, be given favourable con- 
sideration by the Viceroy and their 
powers raised and their salutes, where 
they appeared to be inconsistent with 
the position of a Prince, be raised to a 
fair standard in order that the general 
position of the Princes who attend this 
Chamber in their own right may be one 
which would be signified by salutes 
equivalent to their inherent rights and 
position. Your Highnesses will remem- 
ber what a storm of opposition I created 
and what contentions arose, and even 
at the risk of arousing misunderstand- 
ing, which did arise at that time, I had 
the audacity to propose that the standard 
should not be lowered. I will not recall, 
for I am sure it is on Your Highnesses’ 
memory, the results of my movement. 
But nevertheless, guided by the best mo- 
tive in Your Highnesses’ interests, those 
were the principles on which I wanted 
the Chamber to stand. Rightly or 
Avrongly, I adhere to those principles 
still. It was decided subsequently that 
the criterion that should be fixed for all 
Pi'inces, Avho in their oAvn right come 
into this Chamber, should be 9 gun 
salutes and over. Since that decision 
was given, it is now an established fact 
and the question of fixing the level at 
a higher standard and bringing in the 
Princes who Avere below it due to cir- 
cumstances and history by raising their 
level is also past history. Therefore,' 

I Avas doubtful in my mind Avhether I 
should be adhering to my principle if I 
Jiow ombai’ked on a Hesolation Avhich 
pi'oposed an extension of the privilege 
enjoyed by the 19 and 21 gun salute 
Princes to Princes, with salutes of 9 
guns and over. I Avanted to make it 
clear Avhy this doubt arose in my mind, 
and Avhile I am now the principal mover 
of the Resolution to the effect that the 
privilege should' be so extended, because 
the constitution of the Chamber has been 
decided upon I still hope that a time may 
come Avhen the salutes of the Princes 
winch are limited to 9 and 11 guns may 
be raised to a higher standard in keep- 
ing ivith their position and their dignity 
as inherent and rightful Members of this 
Chamber. (Hear, hear.) Your High- 
nesses will, I am sure, forgive me for 


this digression oh my part to explain 
niy position. I now cordially join 
in the sentiment Avhich is uppermost 
in Your Highnesses’ mind and do not 
feel that there AvilPbe much opposition 
on Your Highnesses’ part in wanting 
the Resolution which I am moving. I 
can do no more than conclude this brief 
statement of mine by adding that I hope 
that the extension of this privilege of 
having articles brought into India free 
of customs duties Avill receive the gener- 
ous and favourable consideration of His 
Excellency and his Government. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Patiala: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses, the learned mover has said prac- • 
tically all that could be said for the reso- 
lution. It is, to say the least, quite in- 
comprehensible as to Avhy Indian Rulers 
AA^ho enjoy complete autonomy Avithin 
their territories should be subjected, 
even in the matter of articles for their 
personal use, consigned to their States, 
to payment of Customs Duty at the sea- 
ports of India, ' which practically 
amounts to the levy of a Transit Duty. 
It is, I A'enture to observe, not merely a 
question of dignity, but a question of 
right and privilege. 

I beg to second the resolution so ably 
moved by His Highness the Maharaja of 
Alwar. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Kapurthala: Your Excellency, Your 
Highnesses, I rise to support the resolu- 
tion so ably moved by His Highness the 
Maharaja of Alwar and seconded by 
1 Lis Highness the Maharaja of Patiala. 

I am sure the extension of the conces- 
sion at present limited to a very small 
number of the Members of our Order in 
the case of all Ruling Princes Avho are 
Members of this Chamber in their own 
right Avould be interpreted by the bene- 
ficiaries as a further step toAvards meet- 
ing their legitimate aspirations and 
would earn their grateful appreciation. 

I am equally confident that the resolu- 
tion will not fail to receive the sympa- 
thetic consideration of Your Excellency 
Avhose gracious good-will towards us and 
earnest desire to advance our interests 
has already been’ demonstrated on more 
than one occasion. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses jn supporting the Resolution 
moved by His Highness the Maharaja of 
Alwar, I should like, first of -all, to 
emphasise that the Princes do not look 
upon this que.stion from the point of 



viow id monetary gain or pecuiiian' 
importauce, but a.-j_one afiecting llieir 
izza(, dignity and righta. 

in some at lea.ft of our rftaleo, if uut 
iu all of them, all aiticle-s taken for the 
u-.-e of the BritiHli (lovernment including 
live nlock for the Indian Anny~as for 
ex.ujiple, hor.es, camehs. etc. — are .spe- 
cially exempted hy iw, a.-j a matter of 
courtesy, from jmyment of any e.Kjjort 
cu.stoma duty and il i.s only right in ihi.;, 
n.s in other cariea, that there should he 
a system of ab.-olute reciprf>city. 

Furthermore, the logic i.s diJiicult Jo 
♦ justify that only Princes enjoying per- 
manent salute.s of lU gums and o\er 
shoidd be exempted from the payment 
of citstojft.s duties whi/st the Rulers of 
smaller or po<jrer States should have to 
pay them, and the only logical cuueiu- 
siou, 1 submit, is that at lea.-jt all Prin- 
ces wJio are .Members in their own right 
of the Chamher of Princes, .shovdd enjoy 
this couitcsy and compliment. In fact, 
X would personally go even further and 
say that — even though monetary consi- 
derations are not, as I have said, the 
basis of this reeommeudation — the 

smaller and the poorer the States, the 
greater the necessity for this exemption 
and courtesv. Indeed, I wouUl go still 
further and .say that, if it is a mutter 
of practical politics, uut only the lOS 
Prince.s who are in their own right 
Member.^ of the Chamher of Princes but 
also ail the more important of the Kuliug 
Chief.s — and tu this term I do not include 
the .petty Chief.s with practically no 
powers and possessions— should, if pos- 
sible, also enjoy this privilege and 
courtesy. 

Personally 1 am of opinion that not 
only goods imported for the personal use 
of tlie liuler, but also those for the State, 
should, by some practical means or other, 
bo e.xempted from customs duties and I 
would respectfedly add for Your Excel- 
lency’s cousnieralLon that an examina- 
tion of the question will show that there 
is^ no real justilicatioa for the levying 
of such dutie's. In fact, as a matter of 
justice, it would be right that all goods 
destined for tlie Indian ritates shoultl be 
t'.xeuuptcd from British customs tiutios 
unless and nmil practical etlect is given 
to the t'laun of the Indian States to par- 
ticipate in the pri.>ceeds of the Sea 
Custoin.s levy at British ports iu propor- 
tion to the quantity of goods imported 
into the States from these ports. 


We are gratefully awaie of the in- 
terest and action that i.s being taken in 
regard to this wider ijuc.7tion hy Vour 
Excelleiicy and v.'e al-.o look fonvard 
in that connect ion to its rcvviviiig your 
fayottrui'le and &ympathelie consider- 
ation. _ Such exemption, which might 
gracefully be announced— though I say 
it lit) self — by way of part iccognition 
of tlte •..ilua’hle. milil.iry services 
leadcied by the Indian ?:t.ite.s in the 
Cleat War, would b-e apjneciated by the 
Prime- a- .1 gic.il cumpluneui and 
cxati lesv 

^ I had veniuieti, in a Xole wiiieh I 
u.snbmitled in lUP.) containing some pro- 
pos^ils lor the po-st-w.ir recognition of 
the services of the Princes and rftiites of 
Imiia, to urge that this was one of the 
gracelnl mean.-, of acknowledging the 
part played by the .Slates in the War. 

X'ow that thi.s mailer lias in this for- 
mal manner been ventilated before Your 
E-xcolleiicy, we feel that we may cou- 
iulently^ anticipate that it .will receive 
your favourable and urgent consider- 
ation. 

Thi.s lle;joIutiun may involve a ceitaiu 
lo.'S of levcnue to the British Indian Ex- 
chequer, hut the amount wotdd lie small 
and ill any case would be a mere triile 
tomjiared witii the millions poured out 
or willingly and lovtiUy given in the 
■service of the country bv the iStates in 
maintaining their troop,s in the held of 
battle and in gifts and contributions 
ill other ways made during tlie Qreat 
War, ;i.s well as with the anioiuits spent 
hy the .'SliUes in jieace time for Imperial 
.'orvites and Imperittl purposes in vari- 
ous w-ays. 1^ trust that it will not be 
out of place for me tilso to mention here 
that heavy s.teilfices have often been 
made through the .'states co-operating 
loyally with the British (lovernmcnt in 
big mutters of policy, such, for in- 
stance, as the opium tpi'estion, which has 
involved ;i comsiderable loss of revenue 
not only to the richer but ahso to mauv 
of the potmer .'jtates, and We feel sure 
that, iu the event of wliat I migiit term 
defiartment.il arguments being urged, 
it will be Your Excellency’s decsire that 
the matter .-hould to viewed iu its wider 
and Innieila! tn-pect and that due con- 
sideration will be given to doing the 
right thing by the I'riuces, not only as 
-\llies and Friends hut ahso as in eifect 
as well as in name. Colleagues and Part- 
ners in the task of Imperial rule. 
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His nighness the Maharaj Eana of 
Dholpiir: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses, Their Highnesses the mover and 
' the seconder have so thoroughly explain- 
ed the need of such a Resolution that 
nothing new can be added to it, but I 
have said these few words for fear of 
His Highness (Alwar), my friend, 
making the same remark of too brief a 
speech may not be repeated to-day. In 
conclusion, I whole-heartedly support 
the Resolution and can safely say that 
I am voicing strongly the wishes of all 
the Princes who have not actually 
spoken on the subject. 

His Highness the Raja of Sitamau: 

Your Excellency and Your Highnesses, 
I feel great pleasure in supporting the 
resolution, moved by His Highness the 
Maharaja of Alwar. His Highness’ re- 
solution, aiming as it does, at the redress 
of a grievance felt_ by many of us in 
the matter of the privilege so far enjoy- 
ed by only a fe^y of our Order, cannot 
but evoke a feeling of sincere satisfac- 
tion. 

The resolution, as it stands, is catholic 
11 !^ its nature, and is calculated to bring 
wRhin the privileged fold, the Princes 
who are permanent Members of this 
Chamber. I am happy to note and 
^preciate the spirit with which His 
Highness of Alwar has moved the reso- 
lution, and I congratulate His Highness 
on his solicitude and earnestness, in 
bringing forward measures for the 
^mmon good of our distinguished 
urder. With these observations 1 
heartily support the resolution. 

The Pant Sachiv of Bhor: Your 
Excellency, Your Highnesses, permit me 
to extend my humble support as a Re- 
presentative Member, to the resolution so 
eloquently placed before the House, by 
Highness the Maharaja of Alwar, 
and by other Maharajas, with great skill 
and ability. When this resolution will 
be passed by this House and accepted by 
f^overnment, the special concession en- 
joyed hitherto by 10 States, will fall to 
the lot of 98 more States, the Rulers of 
which are Members of this Chamber in 
their own right. It will, indeed, be a 
source of great gratification, not only to 
the Ruling Princes and Chiefs who will 
be entitled to this new privilege, but I 
can assure you that even lesser Princes 
will gladly share with equal joy, the 
good fortune of their more luckv brothers 
in the Chamber. 


Your Excellency, I do not pretend to 
conceal the fact, that on reading the re- 
solution at first in the provisional 
Agenda, I felt rather uneasy to note, that 
an invidious distinction was thus again 
sought to be dra^vn quite unnecessarily, 
among the Members of one and the same 
Chamber. I also then thought that this 
ju’iyilege could have been equally and 
easily made available for all the consti- 
tuents ,of the Chamber, including the 
Ruling Princes and Chiefs who cannot 
be the Members of the Chamber in their 
own right, but are entitled to send Re- 
presentatives on their behalf, as in my 
opinion there was not the least fear of 
Uie smaller Princes and Chiefs taking 
undue advantage of the valued privilege, 
for their indents would have ordinarily 
been in proportion to their resoui'ces, as 
they would have naturally cut their 
coats according to their cloth. 


Moreover, it particularly struck me, 
that it would have been more in conso- 
nance with the spirit of the constitution 
of the Chamber, if only the resolutions 
on such subjects as concern the interest 
of all its constituents alilce would, as 
far as practicable, come before it for 
consideration and approval. But, Your 
Highnesses, on a calm consideration of 
the whole question in all its aspects, I 
made up my mind to lend my support 
to the motion as it was, without strik- 
ing a discordant note by coming in the 
way of the advancement of some of us, 
for thereby the original privilege was 
anyhow extended to 98 of my brothers. 
This Avas not a small gain, although I 
would have been further satisfied, ‘if the 
scope of the privilege could have been 
still more widened to 128 more Mem- 
bers of our Order who send their Repre- 
sentatives to this House. However, I 
am prepared for the present to rely upon 
the mysterious Avorking of time, coupled 
Avith the generous good sense of our big 
brothers, which, I am quite confident, 
Avith the sympathetic and liberal atti- 
tude of Your Excellency’s Government, 
Avill ultimately prevail upon them espe- 
cially in consideration of the friendly 
and self-sacrificing spirit of the lesser 
Princes, and they Avould themselves 
come forAvard in due course to propose 
the still further extension 
of the privilege contained in the resolu- 
tion under discussion. 


Witn the^ few remarks I support the 
motion of His Highness of Alwar, and 
request all other Representative Mem- 
bers to ungrudgingly do tlie same. 
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Annex XXm . — Report of the Fifth Committee on the Protection of Women and Children 
in the Near East. (Rapporteur: MdLle, h^rchhamvier, Benmavk.) . 

It will be reraemberetl that the Assembly, at its seventh ordinary session, decided that the 
Mission for the Rescue of Women and Children entrusted to Miss Jeppe by the League of Natirms 
should be prolonged for one year more under the conditions fixed bj^ the Assembly at its si'ctli 
ordinary session — that is to say, under the high authority of the Power which holds a mandate in 
Syria under the League of Nations. Considering that Miss Jeppe was of opinion that her task could 
be discharged during 1027, the Assembly requested her to submit to the eighth ordinary session of 
the Assembly a Final Report on the results of her mission. 

In conformity with this decision, Miss Jeppe has presented the Report which you have before 
you containing a review of all her work. She reminds the Assembly that the Commission was 
originally constituted as a commission of enquiry and that the actual rescue work began in March 
1D22. During the following five years 1,400 people have entered the Commission’s Reception House. 
In addition, about 200 persons have been rescued with the help of iheir relatives whom they had 
reached before arriving at the Reception House. 

In order to achieve this end, about 20,000 Turkish gold pounds have been used, or a little 
over 18,000 pounds sterling, which gives an average cost of £11 05. per head, including cost of 
administration, maintenance of the rescue home, board, clothing, medical care and education, and 
the settling on the land of some of the older boys. 

It is reported that 75 per cent, of the rescued have succeeded' in getting into touch with their 
relatives, and 400 have become self-supporting, as they have been taught a trade or found 
suitable work. 

With regard to last year’s work. Miss Jeppe reports that the mission has received much sympathy 
und encouragement, and has therefore made good progress. The French Government has been 
supporting the Commission wholeheartedly and no difficulty or resistance has been made by any 
particular element of the population. The funds placed at her disposal for this work from various 
sources amounted to over £6,000. The result has been that the number of rescued has exceeded 
that of former years. Three hundred and twenty"- five persons have been rescued, the largest 
number in any past year being 300. 

In reviewing the woi*k of Miss Jeppe we can only repeat the words spoken by Dame Edith 
Lyttelton at the seventeenth plenary meeting of last year’s Assembly: “ The bravery, courage and 
resource that she has shown are worthy of the highest praise.” We are proud to have been 
associated with her in her good work. ^ Although ]\Iiss Jeppe is severing her official connection 
with the League of Nations, as she feels that her work of rescue is completed, she is, it is understood, 
continuing in a private capacity her efforts to restore these unfortunate people to a hormal life. 
She considers that, until this task is completed, she will have to remain responsible for at least 
400 people. 

It is therefore to be hoped that the generous financial support which has been given by voluntary 
organisations will continue till the work has been brought to a satisfactorj conclusion. The 
Committee considers that she should be allowed to retain the furniture and equipment of which she 
is at present making use until her work for the rescued is definitely at an end. 

The Fifih Commitiee proposes the following Resolution to the Assembly. (For text of Resolution 
adopted see page 35.) 

Annex XXIV. — Report of the Fifth Committee on Child Welfare. 
(Rapporteur: il/. Belgiiun.) 

The Assembly has no doubt examined the report on the third session of the Child Welfare 
Committee of the Advisory Commission for the Protection and Welfare of Children and Young People, 
and will certainly wish to express its gratitude to the Committee for the work it is doing and has 
already done. 

In conformity with the recommendation made by the Council of the League of Nations at its 
session in June 1926, the Child Welfare Committee endeavoured to make a judicious choice* of the 
questions to be placed on its agenda, in order to concentrate its attention on the problems whose 
study and solution are of practical value to Governments. With this in view, it formed an Agenda 
Sub-Committee, which has already provisionally settled the agenda for the next session. 

Ill pursuance of the recommendation made by the Assembly at its seventh ordinary session, 
tlie Committee decided to pui-sue the enquiry on the effects produced on children by the 
cinematograph and to study the position of the illegitimate child in the various countries. The 
Council, during its session in June 1927, instructed the Secretary-General to send to the Governments 
the questionnaire drawn up by the Committee with a view to obtaining information bearing on these 
two enquiries. The questionnaire dealing with illegitimate children was sent on the understanding 
that the Governments should only give information if they thought fit. The attention of the Child 
Welfare Committee is directed to the importance, from a physiological and mental point of view, of 
the enquiry undertaken concerning the cinema. 

The Child Welfare Committee has recorded its gratitude for the efforts of the Health Committee 
to improve and standardise the statistics of still-births and infant mortality, and has decided to leave 
the study of the medical aspects of the question to the Health Committee, at the same time requesting 
it to forward to the Child Welfare Committee all documents dealing with the social aspects of the 
problems which concern child welfare. / 

After a detailed study of the very full information collected with regard to the age of consent and 
of marriage, tlie Advisory Commission, sitting as a plenary meeting of its two Committees, expressed 
its conviction that the fixing of too early an age as the age of consent is likely to encourage the traffic 
in women and children, and to lead to the corruption of young persons. It requested the Council of 
the League of Nations to draw the attention of the Governments to the imperative necessity' of taking 
this factor into account in order to ensure the effective protection of children and young people. 
The Commission decided to postpone to its next session the question of the legal age of marriage, and 
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'Agendum No. 4. 

Report of the Standing Committee re-_ 
yarding dealings between Indian 
■ States and Capitalists and financial 
, agents. 

i 

• His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: I beg to present the report 
of the Standing Committee regarding 
•capitalists for Your Highnesses’ gene- 
' ral acceptance. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 

Porbandar: I beg to second the motion. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: I take 
it that the report of the Standing Com- 
mittee has met with the general ap- 
proval of the Chamber. 


Agendum No. H. 

Resolution by His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Alwar regarding the ques- 
tion of giving publicity to the pro- 
ceedings of the Chamber. 

His , Highness, the Maharaja of 
Alwar: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses, the basis of the resolution 
which' I am to move to-day lies in the 
discussion which took place in our 
Standing Committee on the ques- 
tion whether publidity, ; should be 
given to the proceedings of the 
Chamber of Princes or its dis- 
cussions. It was decided that a re- 
cc^mendation should be laid before the 
Chamber to- the effect that, if the mover 
and the seconder of any resolution 
appearing on the agenda propose and 
the Chamber agrees, that publicity 
should be given to the discussion on that 
resolution, the galleries of the Chamber 
may be thrown open to the public and 
the proceedinsrs of the Chamber may be ■ 
published. Twenty-four hours’ notice 
should be reouired of the intention of any 
Member of the Chambei’ to propose that' 
publicity should be eiven to any dis-' 
cussion. ■ It is on this general agree- 
ment, from which' His Highness the 
Maharaja of -Gwalior has expressed 
dissent, that the resolution which I am 
goins: to move- to-day is based. The 
ie.solution is as follows; — 

” That the Narendra Mandal recom- 
mends to His Excellency the President 
that the following . addition be made 
before rule 21 of the Rules for the Con- 
duct of Business in the Chamber of 
Princes.” 


Ride 2l of .the Rules. for the Conduct 
of Business of the Chamber .runs as 
follows : — 


The proceedings of the Chamber 
may, if the President so directs, be 
held in camera. Any Member or Re- 
presentative Member may move the 
President at a meeting of the Chamber 
for a direction to this effect.” 

. Your Higlinesses will see, this 
rule is intended to make the proceed- 
ings of .the Chamber even more conli- 
den^ial dr private than they are at 
present when the galleries are thrown 
open by special tickets. My proposed 
addition comes before Rule 21 and it 
ivill run as follows : — 


“ Ordinarily the proceedings of the 
Chamber will not be held in public and 
admission to the gallery -will be by 
special arrangement (as it is at 
present). But on the motion of any 
Member or Representative Member who 
desires to move a resolution,' the Cham- 
ber may recommend to the President 
that the public may be admitted to the 
gallery during the discussion of such a 
resolution and that the proceedings 
be published. Twenty-four hours’ 
notice of any such motion should be 
given either orally in the Chamber or 
by letter to the Secretary of the Cham- 
ber.” 


Your Highnesses, this question of 
jmblicity of some of our proceedings on 
the' distinct understanding that the 
Chamber and its President should give 
their approval to such publicity, has 
been often before our minds when ques- 
tions of imnortance that go outside the 
precincts of this hall have come before 
us for- consideration. Your .Highnesses 
will remember that His Excellency the 
Pre.sidenf himself, when we were dis- 
missing f.be Press 'Act applicable to 
P’dsh Toflia for the protection of 
Indian Princes and their States and 
when we gave vent to- our opinions and 
,T ® fbat guided us in asKing 

off* ®uch an Act should be brought into 
IW ^ pity that 

fbk broadcasted outside 

whetb/v- people then would realise 
were based that guided us 

dp.sire for r)er«o ' ®ffutism or 

whether thev "wlrT 
higher principles which were 
nreasion to in that debate' 
sioTis too arise Fo?^ ' V ^ther occa- 

notices being pnbliehed “The 
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about Mr. Montagu’s 'lamentable death. 
Big organisations, the Legislatures, and 
so forth give expression to their senti- 
ments on the death of a great statesman 
who assisted them and us in our forward 
advance. ' While those expressions come 
before the public, those that arc made 
with equal sincerity and with equal 
force in the Chamber of Princes lie 
dormant in its book of Proceedings 
because they are not allowed to be pub- 
lished. Again, there are resolutions 
passed of loyaltv to the Crown, of con- 
gratulations to the Roval House and so 
forth, ivhich I believe could do no 
possible harm to the Chamber if they 
were published, but on the other 
hand, I am convinced, would be of 
considerable benefit to the Chamber 
and its Order if the world outside 
knew .what was being said and done. 
Apart from this, there are certain im- 
portant? 'subiects which come up before 
us which, though they are to be kept in 
secrecy, it ‘is alwavs difficult to do so 
when we have' hlembers to the extent of 
108 in their own right and 12 by repre- 
.sentation. It is a question of honour 
which the people who attend the galleries 
as well as the Chamber itself are intended 
to keep. But on the question w'hether 
it would be in the interests of the Cham- 
ber and of our Order to put forward our 
views, carefully considered and carefully 
thought out, before the public. I believe 
that it would not do any iniurv or 
damage to us, but would be of consider- ' 
able benefit to our Order as well as to 
the Chamber. "U^ile I do admit that 
we jhnve not arrived at that stage in 
respect of powers of oratory or of debate 
where we can throw' open the galleries 
to the niihlic end the press during our 
discussions, T believe that where 
the^ Chamber and its President 
decide that the Proceedings may be 
made Public w'e can come w'ith very 
carefidlv prepared statements of which 
we peed not be afraid of publication. 

Tt is fnv these reasons that I propose 
this resolution which has been considered 
in our Committee and ha.s the approval 
of its raaiority. 


J fnllv realise the difiicnlties that lii 
before u.s. One such that I foresee i 
that during the course of the tlebah 
certain questions mav arise on which wi 
mav not he prepared even with' our .se; 
•speeches to make statements, and in thai 
case we should have either to be silem 
iind not give expre.ssion to our views oi 


to take the chance of giving expi’ession 
to them and standing the brunt of their 
iiublicity. But it is a thing that ad- 
ministrators and statesmen must face as 
W'e progress in the march of administra- 
tion and government of our States as 
w'ell as in assisting each other in this hall 
with regard to questions of general 
importance. I believe that even if in 
one or two instances the difficulties that 
I have mentioned do arise, in the end it 
would be to the benefit of our Order. 
With these very few words I beg to move 
the resolution. 


^is Highness the Maharaja of 
Patiala: I beg to second the resolution. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your Excellency. Your High- 
nesses, it will be in the general recollec- 
tions of this House that I was the 
first to nioot this point which now forms 
the sub]ect of the resolution before Your 

iSoo Eebruary 

w'iien a resolution was moved ex- 
M-essing our grateful thanks to His 
Excellency the Viceroy on the passing 
■>. the Indian Princes Protection Bill 
I will not quote all that I .said on that 
occasion, nor the reasons for which I 
ifrged that there was a need of publicity 
in view of the suspicion that existed in 
regard to oui’ deliberations, and 
specially in view of the attacks in articles 
on the subiect appearing in the' British 
Jndi.an Press which were not confined 
tc the extrenii.cit press but also included 
papers that wore friendly to the States. 

Those were my views then and those'' 
are mv views now; and so far as every 
one of my o^m acts and utterances is 
conceined, as is no doubt also the ca.sa 
with manv of Your Highnesses, I would 
not only be prepared but would per- 
sonally welcome the fullest publicity to 
what I say and do. 


At Uio same time it is as well that 
Your Highnesses should bear in mind 
another aspect of the question. I do 
not wish to be misunderstood as in any 
way opposing this motion or wantino' 
to oppose the proposal for publication, 
m some form or another, of our 
i.roceediiigs, which it will be clear from 
whiXt I hfiVG s?iid I cini in fnvour of. 
But if we are going* to publish the 
entire proceedings, or even on given sub- 
Tccts after receiving: the approval of 
nis Excel lone V tlie President and of this 
TTonse, I do not wish Your Highnesses 
P' be imd(M* any delusion as to "some of 
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the difficulties that you may have to 
face Prominent amongst these wi 1 
Se ci^ticism of Your Highnesses 
speeches and acts and ^ven 
attacks in the press In P"bhc ^ in 
Britain, prominent statesmen like x oui 
Excellency have had the training of 
criticism and attack both within the 
Chambers and without and are there- 
fore not so sensitive to them as we, 
or some of us who are only begin- 
niner public life in this country, i 
is because I feel that Your Highnesses 
should have this aspect of the question 
placed before you that I have ventured 
to detain you at some length. I was 
not present when the Committee took 
op this question, and whilst I have not 
the lerif^t doubt that all the details and 
pros and cons of the matter were fully 
taken into consideration by Their 
nesses of the Committee, without which 
they would not have come to the decision 
that they did come to last August. 
Perhaps it is due to my lack of know- 
ledge of the discussions and details, 
but I am rather inclined to the vi^ 
that the procedure ^ proposed * by the 
Committee might in some respects 
prove somewhat cumbersome ^ and 
even difficult to work. I do not in any 


way oppose this motion or move any 
amendment to it, but there is certainly 
one point which I wish to emphasise. So 
long as provision can be made for the 
publication of even some of our proceed- 
ings in some form or other and so long 
as we tackle the question in earnest I 
shall be satisfied. 


It is very desirable that we should 
keep before us the two issues which are 
in my opinion involved in this question 
and which I submit should not be 
confused : — 


(1) The publication of the entire or 
a particular portion of the pro- 
ceedings of the Chamber, either 
by the proceedings being handed * 
‘ over to the public and to the 
press, or by means of resumes, 
extracts 'or official commu- 
niques, as was done at tbe time 
when we first began tliese sit- 
tings in the shape of a Confer- 
ence of Princes, and 

(2) Throwing open to the public, in- 
cluding the press, the galleries 
of the Chamber. 


.To my mind the former is the 
more important point, and I am still 
inclined to think that,*- except for 


exceptional reasons, it might be in 
the interest of the Princes, where 
possible, to make public either the entire 
contents of the proceedings relating to all 
subjects except those which we might 
wish to treat as confidential or to discuss 
in camera, or we might at least give to 
the press, as I have just stated, a resume 
or summary together, if we like, ivith 
important extracts from our resolutions 
and speeches and also from His 
Excellency’s Inaugural Address and the 
Princes’ reply. I do not wish to hang 
up the disposal of this matter if it is the 
desire of His Highness the mover and 
Your Highnesses to proceed with it, but 
in any case I hope that the question of a 
resume or an extract from the proceed- 
ings, or rather a statement of the work 
done, as outlined above, will also be con- 
sidered by the Standing Committee. 

His Highness the Raja of Sitamaut 

Your Excellency and Your Highnesses, 

I rise to support the Tesolution, so 
eloquently and ably moved by His^ High- 
ness of Alwar. The want of piiblicitv of 
the proceedings of Narendra Mandal has 
given rise to a feeling of doubt and 
distrust, in the minds of the politicians 
in British India. Publicity of the pro- 
ceedings will certainly result^ in their 
being scrupulously scrutinised,, and 
mercilessly criticised at times by the 
.public in British India, but then I, feel 
that the time has come ..when we mttst all 
be prepared to face any honest and 
'healthy criticism. The one supreme 
advantage, however, that we shall cer- 
tflinlv derive therefrom, vyiE be, to 
dispel, once and for all, any 'doubt that 
thei^in British India might have so long 
entertained. I hope _ Your Highnesses 
will see eye to eye with me in this, fmd 
lend countenance to the resolution of 
His Highness of Alwar. 

The Nawab of Loharu: Your Ex- 
cellency and Your Highnesses, we have 
heard, and heard with the greatest in- 
terest indeed, the speeches from Their 
Highnesses the mover of the Resolution 
as well as a few other brother Princes. ’ 
■Well, I do not entirely disagree with the 
spirit of the Resolution. To my mind, 
there appears to be a pracjiical 'difficulty 
in our way if the Resolution as originally 
worded is adopted, although a safe- 
guard has been provided for in it by the 
mover. Reasons no doubt there are in 
favour of publicity being given to the 
proceedings of the Chamber, I feel it my • 
duty, however, to show to Your High- 
ne.s-ses in as few words as I can the other 



aspect of the question as well. When 
Your Highnesses have heard the brief 
remarks which I have. to make on the 
subject, I feel sure you will realize that 
there is a justification in my proposing 
the amendment that you will hear at the 
close of my remarks. The following arc 
some of the . reasons against publicity 
being given to the details of certain pro- 
ceedings of the Chamber. Pirstly, 
remarks by one or more Princes during 
a discussion on a Resolution the proceed- 
ings of which are meant to be published 
in the Press may be the subject of a 
strong criticism by other Princes follow- 
ed by a sharp exchange of words. This 
in the ordinaiy course of events may 
mean nothing in our debating hall itself, 
but such discussions, if published in the 
papers, may tend to create an undesir- 
able impression in the minds of the sub- 
jects of the Princes concerned while all 
of us are naturally anxious to avoid such 
an incident. . Secondly, there may be a 
Resolution of common interest to British 
India and the Indian States the mover 
of ivhich may desire publicity being 
given to the entire discussion of the sub- 
ject. The views of Ruling Princes are 
often diametrically opposed to those of 
the British Indian people. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: No, no! 

The -Nav/ab of Loharu: Well, it some- 
timeal happens, I have said ‘often’, 
Your" Highness. ’ And, as we know, 
there exists a certain section of the Press 
in British India which makes it its busi- 
ness not only to criticize but unfairly to 
criticize even the just actions of the 
British Government; and it would then 
take the opportunity in certain matters 
to _ criticise the remarks made by the 
Princes in such a form as to create a 
bad feeling against the Princes not only 
in the minds of the British Indian people 
but also disaiiection in the minds of their 
own subjects. It can be said that we 
are adequately, protected by the benign 
Government against the attacks of the 
Press, yet at the same time it will be 
admitted that British Indian Press 
knows its own way of achieving its ob- 
ject, and at the same time avoiding the 
risk of being subjected to legal proceed- 
ings. thirdly, a particular Resolution 
regarding a question of the izzat or 
dignity of our Order may be moved by a 
Prince who desires to have the proceed- 
ings connected therewith to be publish- 
1 ’ certain Princes taking part in 
the discussion, may be strongly opposed 
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to that pfo'cedure, and therefore the 
following is the amendment that I 
humbly beg to propose to the Resolu- 
tion ; — ‘ That a Prince may have a Re- 
solution moved by him or his speech on 
"the same and the result of the discus- 
sions, if he so desires, published, but not 
the details of the discussion imless all 
those taking part in it have consented to 
it.’ 


The Hawab of Banganapalle : Your 
Excellency and Your Highnesses, I have 
only to say a few words in supporting 
this resolution. The sittings of the 
Chamber, strictly speaking, are not 
closed to the public, and the practice 
followed here with regard to the admis- 
sion of visitors does not difi'er much from 
that of other Chambers. If great care 
is taken in issuing tickets and in their 
perusal at the entrance, it is due more 
to the imique and important position, 
which Your Highnesses and His Excel- 
lency hold than to any secrecy of the 
proceedings of this 'Chamber. ' When 
we discuss no secrets ordinarily in our. 
Chamber, we cannot fear as to their 
being leaked-out, when its deliberations 
are tbro-^vn out to the public. 


ryibu legura to tne proceedings of 
this Chamber it seems that though the 
printed proceedings are not available to 
the general public, yet. they are not 
strictly confined in their circulation 
to the Members of this Chamber. There 
will not be great difficulty, I under- 
stand, for influential outsiders to gain 
access to the Chamber, and obtain its 
proceedmgs at least temporarily with- 
out our knowledge. This being the 
case I should think that there can be 
no objection in supporting this resolu- 
tion which desires to invite the public 
to watch our deliberations and no 
through the proceedinga of the Chamber 
in certam cases, with the approval and 
knowledge of its Members. The public 
here referred to will mean of course in- 
fluential public men, who, with or with- 
out our knowledge, can have an easy 
access to the galleries of this Chambei' 
if they so desire. The resolution as far 
as. I can see will not dispense altogether 
with the use of visitors’ cards, in issuino- 
which sufficient care will be adminis° 
tered. The known presence of the in- 
fluential public will bring in a good deal 
of moderation and beneficent foresi"hted- 
ness in our deliberations which will be 
useful to this Chamber, and will drive 
out misconceptions that exist in the 
inmds of the public about us and our 
dignified Chamber. 
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His Excellency the Viceroy: Before 
lYour Highnesses come to a conclusion, 
there are some considerations which I 
desire to bring to the notice of Your 
Highnesses. I wish I could feel quite 
satisfied that Your Highnesses have 
before you and present to youi- minds all 
the implications involved in the Resolu- 
tion, restricted as it is, which has been 
proposed by His Highness of Alwar; 
and it is because I feel that the step you 
* are about to take is a far more import- 
ant one than perhaps may appear 
merely from the very limited terms of 
the Resolution that I want to suggest 
certain points for reflection to Your 
Highnesses before you come to your con- 
clusions. You will bear' in mind also 
that the rules for the conduct of business 
of the Chamber which we call the Rules 
of Business are to be made by the 
Viceroy in consultation with the 
Chamber and can be altered or added 
to from time to time. The step which 
you are about to take, if you adopt it, 
means that this Chamber has definitely 
come to a conclusion with regard to 
publicity, and it then only remains for 
me to say whether I will alter the rules 
in accordance with the views of the 
Chamber. How I need scarcely say to 
Your Highnesses that on any subject, 
especially relating to the rules of busi- 
ness of your Chamber, I should be im- 
mensely influenced by the views of Your 
Highnesses, spoken after deliberation 
in your Chamber, and therefore I want 
you to realize that the responsibility of 
this decision is a responsibility which 
very largely rests with Your Highnesses ; 
and I may add that in my view, 
although this is only an opinion and 
is not a ruling of course, when jmu 
have once put it upon the paper as part 
of your rules of business that there shall 
be publicitv if a vote is carried on a 
particular motion -on a particular occa- 
sion, you will never be able to stop 
complete publicitv. Now I am not 
against complete publicity. I have 
spent my life in publicity. As His 
Hinhness of Bikaner has- so rightly 
said, those of us who are used to public 
life' in England have to submit to cri- 
ticism sometimes fair, sometimes un- 
fair, sometimes unwillingly and uninten- 
tionally unfair, and I regret to say 
sometimes deliberately unfair. But 
whatever, we have to submit to it, we 
know it is part of our lives, and' it does 
not cause us anxious nights. But I 
beg you to remember that we in England 
exist under a system under which 'we 
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are elected by the people and, therefore, 
all our thoughts must be submitted to 
criticism. Rublicity is essential when 
there is election. - 1 need not pause 
to dwell upon the difference between the 
position of an elected Member of Parlia- 
ment and consequently of a Minister and 
that of Your Highnesses who by right 
of heritage succeed to very great 
trust and responsibility. I was very 
much impressed myself during the 
debate by the implications which are 
involved and which I would lilce to put 
to you. I would ask you to bear in 
mind, and when I make these observa- 
tions, please remember that I under- 
stand publicity and having either en- 
joyed it or suffered from it in India, I 
know exactly what it means — that before 
you give your votes, you must under- 
stand what is involved. My observu' 
tions are not directed against the Reso- 
lution which is proposed but ..are made 
merely to ensure th^t ■'iliere shoqld be 
consideration of it;., anjj I .suggest to 
you further consideration’^than perhaps 
has yet been given, not -because the 
Standing Committee f.ias not given a 
thought to it — I have no- doubt about 
that — but because all the implications 
are so much more serious I thinlc than 
is perhaps realized. Eor these reasons 
I say to each of Your Highnesses who 
is now about to give a vote, ‘ are you quite 
sure that you realise the extent to’ which ‘ 
you are committing yourself by the parti- 
cular vote that each individual Member 
of this important Chamber, 'ih-'about to 
give now? ’ The other suggestion to be, 
considered — ^if 'you think this course to- 
be right but that is entirely for yCur-*' 
selves — is the further examinatjon of 
this question by a Committee eitqer by 
co-opting or by forming another Com- 
mittee outside the Standing Committee,"^ 
which is reaUy so serious to this 
Chamber. I should never have-inter- 
vened in this debate if it -were not' that ■> 
I have at heart the continued success of 
this Chamber of Princes. X could of 
course let the debate 'proceed, let the 
Resolution be passed, then say as 
Viceroy, ‘well, if the - Prfhces of India 
are in favour of this lint^fd publicity-Y. 
it must be borne in minfl-^at His High- 
ness of Alwar is propos^hg nqt general 
publicity but limited publicity-- — if they 
are in favour of it, why should I, who am 
always in favour of publicity, inter- 
vene ’?_ Let me explain that my only 
reason is that I am anxious to see this 
Chamber succeed and, in', (this * con- 
nection permit me to malm, a purely 
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personal observation to Your High- 
nesses. The difficulty caused to me in 
the matter of my own personal time by 
presiding here every day as I do during 
the course of your debates is far greater 
than may be realized, especially when 
I have to absent myself now from the 
headquarters of Government for some 
weeks, and the reason why I persist in 
doing it and strive to let nothing inter- 
fere with it is because I am so anxious 
to see this Chamber successful, to con- 
tinue its onward progress and to make 
certain ot its tuture success. And may 
I add also that one of the special 
reasons that has prompted me in making 
this_ personal observation is this. 
During the discussions which have 
taken place this morning and the debate 
in this session Members of Your High- 
nesses’ Chamber have shown a very 
keen interest by taking part in the 
debate, by making your speeches and by 
thinking qbout matters before they 
comef^j^ln the' (Camber, and that gives 
a ptejtnjse for'' the * success of the 
Chamber Now",, to r’oturn to the publi- 
city point, His Highpess of Alwar has 
told us and rightlyi, that he is not in 
favour of , this * motion of publicity, 
speaking generally-, but only of a very 
limited form of publicity and dependent 
upon what the Chamber itself may agree 
to. 

- His Highness the Maharaja ot 
Alwar:' And may I say. Your Excel- 
lency, on the consent of "the President. 

His Exc^eJJency the "Viceroy: I am 
riot inclipe'^npyself to place too much 
reliance'Tipon tlie consent of the Presi- 
dpnt.i because, as I have said before, if 
^iil,. a ^'^ticular^ debate Your Highnesses 
"pass a'^£Resoliitlon in favour of publica- 
tion, I as one who passes every day of his 
■"life 'in publicity, would certainly not 
oppose itj and incidentally, I may point 
out myself criticized, and in 

this cdrinection I should be criticized by 
the P^s at this moment but for the 
fact that there i^no publicity of the Pro- 

- ceedings_ b'f . tSfa Chamber , I always 
read criticisms’^_of myself; the more 
bitter thej£‘aroj^he'‘more reason I find 
for'Iookirig into mem carefully and see- 
'ing so far as I ani.able, to judge, whether 
there is any foundation for them or not, 
and r am Watching this kind of criticism 
during the Igst'two days. Now let me 
point - out, and particularly to His 
Highness of Alwar and those of Your 
Highnesses who. are supporting this 
Resolution; the special difficulties 

' I see. We have dealt just now with 


a subject in which there was a singular 
unanimity among Your Highnesses in 
favour of recommending to the "Viceroy 
that there should be exemption from 
the payment of customs duty on articles 
which are imported for the 'personal use 
of Your Highnesses, and it was pointed 
out by His Highness the Chancellor 
and by other speakers that the march of 
logic necessarily involves that when it 
had been given under certain conditions 
.20 or 21 years,_^ there could be no 
distinction drawn and that it should be 
extended to other Members of this 
Chamber , and then it was pointed out 
by His Highness of Bikaner, and quite 
rightly if I may say so, that the logic 
does not stop there ; you must go further 
and give it to others" Now that is exact- 
ly the same process of reasoning which 
applies in this case, and you run the 
risk that you would often be criticized 
and suspected particularly when on 
some subject information may leak out 
and be discussed Now that is one of 
the difficulties that I see. • It deserves 
consideration. To whatever conclu- 
sions Your Highnesses ' adopt you may 
take it from me that I shall give the 
most favourable consideration. But 
now let me put to you another aspect of 
the matter which will affect my suc- 
cessors far more than it will affect me; 
and that is, what do you propose, if I 
may put it in this form for the purpose of 
consideration, what have Your High- 
nesses in mind, regarding the opening 
address of the Viceroy when presiding ? 
The Viceroy presides ' merely because he 
is the Head in this country of the Gov- 
ernment of India and because he is the 
representative of the King-Emperor. 
The Viceroy in regard to every action 
of his is subjected to criticism, 
is exposed to it, and he has to submit 
to it. Now can you conceive that pub- 
licity could be given to part of your 
Proceedings in this Chamber by a Reso- 
lution of one of Your Highnesses which 
would not apply to the address which 
the Viceroy would have delivered? It is 
not because I am attaching such parti- 
cular importance to the words of the 
Viceroy-— as I say, his life is passed 
in public — but because it is very 
difficult for you to refrain, if there 
is to be publicity, from having 
his observations made public. I am 
certainly not going to say one word 
against publishing what the Viceroy 
might say when he presides in your 
Chamber, but _ that involves also con- 
siderations which must be present in 
his mind when he is addressing you. 



and above all it must affect your minds 
when you come to consider the obser- 
vations that may be made during the 
course of .the debate! I do not want 
you to come , to any conclusion now, I 
only. point out those' two things because 
they do seem to me to be', so vital to the 
point of showing that ^ere is some 
danger — I will not put it higher 
that if you merely accept the Resolu- 
tion as it stands, limited and restricted 
^ it undoubtedly is. intended to be and 
is, that you will be committing yourself 
perhaps further than you intend. It 
is entirely a matter for 'Your Highnesses 
to decide whether you thinlc that 
the subject merits further consideration 
than it already has had because of 
the' enormous importance of the subject 
in relation to the existence and conti- 
nued existence and success of this 
Chamber. 

, His Highness the Maharaja of 
Alwar: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses, I began by following His High- 
ness the Chancellor, .very carefully all 
along as he went cautious lest he might 
treat the subject somewhere contrary 
to the rules of business, but being a 
Prince Chancellor His Highness has 
steered clear of the pitfalls. His High- 
ness has said that he did not wish to 
oppose the Resolution nor did he desire 
to move any amendment, and merely 
suggested that the question might be fur- 
ther considered whether extracts and 
resumes of certain Proceedings lEat 
had taken place might not be a better 
substitute for the whole of the proceed- 
ings being sent for publication. In 
certain matters I entirely agree with 
His Highness, though in others I should 
suggest and I feel sure that others will 
agree, that the complete Proceedings 
might be published. The Nawab of 
Loharu has not been quite as careful 
in suggesting an amendment to my reso- 
lution for he has tripped himself over 
the rules of business which lay down 
that , 24 : ■ hours' notice shall be given 
before any apaendment can be moved and 
this notice- has not been issued. His 
Excellency the President has given us 
his: own interesting views on my Reso- 
lution. I am grateful to His Excellency 
for. his advice. I have been surprised a 
little. bit; but ! have been more pleased 
than I have been surprised. I have been 
surprised because they come out of, the 
mouth of a liberal' statesman who "has 
stood the test and the brunt of publicity 
most of his .life. But they. ■ came out 
of 'his mouth as a > liberal statesman 


who presides over our Chamber and he’ 
spoke those words because he felt 
sincerely that what he was uttering was 
entirely in the interests of our Order and 
of its future progress and advancement. 
1 was hoping that, in .spite of the 
powers that the President possesses 
of. suspending the rules of business and 
thus to be in a position to suggest amend- 
ments His Excellency was going to pro- 
pose a definite solution of the problem 
without following this constitutional 
course; but His Excellency has himself 
said that he did not desire to put for- 
ward any definite proposition. The re- 
marks that His Excellency was good 
enough to make are such that no one can 
pay to' them anything but very sincere 
attention. Indeed, having regard to all 
the reasons and the valuable opinions 
that have been placed before the Chamber 
and Your Higlmesses by His Excellency, 

1 feel that really no harm will be done 
and much good might accrue by further 
and more detailed consideration of this 
question now before Your Highnesses. 
Therefore, although' according to the 
rules of business I am not empowered 
to suggest that I should withdraw my 
resolution and move in its place a 
suggestion that the resolution may 
be given over to the Standing Com- 
.mittee, yet, if His Excellency the' Pre- 
sident is prepared to suspend the rules 
of business, I shall gladly withdraw my 
resolution’ and, will ask that it may be 
placed before the Standing Committee, 
who may co-opt with them such mem- 
bers as His Excellency ’the President 
might wish to suggest. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Patiala; I beg to second the motion. :J 

His Excellency the 'Viceroy » If I may 
say so, His Highness of Alwar has cer- 
tainly adopted what .seems to, me to be 
the best course in tbie interests of the 
Chamber. Therefore, I assume,.' un.- 
less any of Your Highnesses has' any, 
opposition to raise against it, that this 
is the view that would be adopted and 
that in consequence the motion will be 
withdrawn and that the Resolution will 
be substituted which is now carried to 
the effect that the matter be, referred for 
the consideration pf the Standing Com- 
mittee and that liberty be given to the 
Standing Committee to co-opt more 
Mernbers for the consideration of this 
particular question. 

This .item concludes our bpsiness for 
teevmoment except one special subject. 
But before taking it up I call upon 
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Sis Higbaess oi Alwsv to move a re- 
solution whicli does not appear on the 
Agenda. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
'Alwar: It is my very pleasant duty 
to rise to retaliate against my brother, 
His Highness the ^Maharaja of Bikaner, 
and I do so in order to take advantage 
of this opportunity in place of the one 
that has been snatched away from our 
hands — of moving a vote of thanks to 
His Highness after he had presented 
his report on the League of Nations. 
That I rise instead to give our thanks 
and gratitude to His Highness for his 
work during the past several years as 
Chancellor of our Chamber. Now that 
the election of the new Cliancellor is 
before us, I feel that it is only but 
natural and right. We all know — and 
■ it is indeed superfluous to enter into a 
large array of mere conventional or 
complimentary words — the vigorous 

interest His Highness has taken and 
will continue to talce in the interests of 
our Order in all matters that concern 
not only the .Chamber but all the Indian 
States. His Highness has not found, as 
we know ourselves, this high and dis- 
tingui.shed position in which we placed 
him a bed of roses or a place complefelv 
free from all difficulties. That is one 
particular reason which has led me to 
speak certain words in which, I hope, I 
; carry Your Highnesses with me. In dis- 
charging the onerous duties of the Chan- 
cellor His Highness had to face good 
• many difficulties where mountains had to 
c. be climbed and battles had to be fouuht 
'•'and which he did at the ri.sk of personal 
uhpopidarity and also at the ri.sk his 
per.soiial position being affected in the 
estimation of his friends. Neverthele-ss 
he has kept that one point of view bedirc 
him and he has worked, as I understand 
it, with that sole object in view, namely, 
the interests of the Order of the Princes 
together with the interests of the Empire. 

T rather fancy myseff as not being 
gifted with the power of either .speaking 
any vjjry conventional phrases or in- 
. dijging in a, plethora of words that are 
uttered merely to win the outward 
friendship or approbation = of ' others. 
But I assure you it is as difficult some- 
times to speak what one feels to be the 
truth at the risk of being understood to 
have indulgetl in flattery as it is to speak 
the truth when it is sometimes, bitter. 

In spite of all this liowever it is due 
to -ns all to expre.ss g vote of o\u' 


gra,tefiil thanks to Sis Highness the 
Chancellor for having worked in our 
cause, for having fought our battles and 
for having — I distinctly maintain — 
brought' to a stage of advancement the 
position of our Chamber and of our 
Order since he has held this distinguished 
office. The new election is very soon to 
come about. When such a contingency 
occurs in democratic countries there is 
a general upheaval. _ The whole country 
seems to indulge in turning somer"^ 
saults. Then out of this .great turmoil 
comes a party that has the majority 
of votes and from it emerge Prime 
Minister and Ministers. It seems a 
very tame affair indeed in comparison, 
when our election comes on, that only 
one speaker should rise and that also for 
the pleasant task of expressing our 
heart-felt and genuine thanks to one 
who has served us and who has worked 
for us not as an individual in his own 
interests but as one in the interests of 
us all. His Highness, I know, is like 
many of us, standing for the Chancellor- 
ship of this year and, without desiring 
to influence Your Highnesses’ minds 
by any arguments or speeches, I 
for one personally and sincerely hope 
that,_ if nothing else can be done” to re- 
cognise the services that His Highness 
has performed for our Order, that 
His Highness will be re-elected as the 
Chancellor this year also. The situa- 
tion might become different next year, 
for I feel that we may not like to 
re-elect His Highne.ss, if we felt that 
wo would give by our own election, th^ 
monopoly of this office to one of our own 
Order. Therefore capable as we know 
His Highne.ss is io run this .office 
and difficult as it is, without making 
any disparaging remarks, to find another 
nf ocrr Order who can occnpv this impor- 
tant^ position equally well,”it will then 
be time to consider whether we should 
substitute for His Highness at least for 
one year another Member of our Chamber 
who mav perhaps be less capable than 
His Highness but nevertheless one who 
mav carry out tlie duties equally 
ardently and well. I have made these 
remark's merely witli a view to ask 
Your Highnes.ses to Join with me in a 
vofe of verv grateful and sincere thanks 
to His Highness, the present Chancellor. 

The Nawab of Loharu: I beg 'to 
second the motion. 

His Excellency the Viceroy; As I 
exiiected, tlie Resolution .. has, been 
carried with acclamation, 
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His Higlmess the Maharaja of 
Bikaner : Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses, I will not make a long speech 
for fear of its being considered an elec- 
tion speech, but I should be more than 
luunan if I did not feel deeply touched 
by the kind words of His Highness and 
the vote of thanks so generously moved 
and so generously received. Let me 
only add one thing. Much as I appre- 
ciate Your Highnesses’ confidence and 
the honour which you do me by electing 
me as Chancellor, I am standing this 
time against my own personal inclina- 
tions and at the strong wish expressed 
by my brother Princes and friends and 
also in view of many urgent matters 
which are before Your Highnesses and 
His Excellency the Viceroy. My one 
anxiety, however, without in any way 
appearing ungracious or ungx’ateful, is 
to beg of you to relieve me from this 
work as soon as you can after this year 
or whenever you feel inclined to do so, 
as it is really a very great strain upon 
me and I think it is other people’s duty 
also to undertake this work. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar: 
Your Excellency, I only want to make 
one personal remark if I may and that 
is that Your Highnesses’ votes may be 
given to the person whom you think most 
deserving. And if Your Highnesses 


^vill permit me to say so, I would not 
like to stand for this office this year so 
that Your Highnesses’ votes may be 
directed towards the Chancellor of your 
choice and selection. 

Agendum No. 17. 

Election of the Chancellor . 

The election of the Hhancellor was 
then proceeded with and the result of 
the ballot was as follows :-r^ " ' 

1. His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Bikaner , , S7 votes. 

His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Patiala . .10 votes. 

3. His Highness the Maha- 

raja of Alwar . . 1 vote. 

4. His Highness the Baja of 

Jhabua . . , ] vote. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner was, therefore, declared duly 
elected. This concluded the proceed- 
ings of the day. 


The Chamber of Princes then 
adjourned till Priday, the 21st Novem- 
ber 102^, at 11 A.M. 



PROCEEDINGS OP THE FIFTH DAY. 

November 21st, 1924. 

The following Uiiling Princes and Chiefs were present ; — 

Kashmir. 

His Highness the Haharaja of Kashmir, 

Madras (Madras States). 

' The Nawab of Bangauapalle, 

Bombay (including States of Western India). 

The Pant Sachiv of Bhoi*. The T hakur Sahib of Palitana. 

His Highness the Mahaiaja of Dlnaugadhia. His Highness the Mahaiaja of Porbandar. 

) The Baja of Jawahar, His Highness the Maharaja of Rajpipla. 

The Thakur of Kadana. The Chief of Sangli. 

His Highness the ]^Iahavaja of Kolhapur. The Thakur Sahib of Wadhwan. 

The Thakur Sahib of Limbdi. . His Highness the Baja Saheb of Wankaner. 

The Baja of !MudhoL 

! 

Punjab (including Punjab States). 

The Baja of Baghat, 

His Highness the iSauab of Bahawalpur. 

The Baja of Kalsia. 

His Highness the ^laharaja of Kapurthala. 

The Nawab of Loharu. 

Bihar and Orissa. 

1 The Baja of Talcher. 

Central India. 

His Highness the Mahaiaja of Bewa. 

His Highness the Baja of Sailana. 

His Highness the Baja of Sitamau. 


Gwalior. 

His Highness the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior. 

Rajputana. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar. His Highness the Maharairal of Jaisalmer. 

His Highness the Mahaiaja of Bikaner. His Highness the IMaharaja of Jodhpur. 

His Highness the Slaharaj Bana of Dholpur. His Highness the Maharao of Kotab. 

H 

) 

, Sikkim. 

His Highness the l^^ahaluja of Sikkim. 

( 97 ) 


The Maharaja of onpur. 


«His Highries^ the Nawab of Baoni. 

His Highness the Raja of Jhabua. 

His Highness 'the Maharaja of Oichha. 
His Highness the Maharaja of Panna. 


II is Highness the Nawab of Malerkotla, . 
Ills Highness the ^lahaiaja of Patiala. 

His Highness the Mahaiaja of Sirmur. 

His Highness the Baja of Suket. 


I 
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'Agendum No. 2 (A). 

' Statement hy His Highness the Maha- 
raja of Bikaner regarding his work 
at the Assemhly^ of the League of 
Nations in 1924- 

TTig Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses, it is my privilege to-day to lay 
before you a brief account of the work 
of the Indian Delegation at the Eifth 
Assembly of the League of Nations, 
which was held at Geneva from the 1st 
f'eptember to the 1st October 1924, and 
of the part I was personally able to take 
therein, as a member of the Indian 
Ddegation. and as, in a special sense, 
one who had the honour to be the He- 
presentative of Your Highnesses’ 
Order. I will try to be as short as 
possible, but I trust I shall not un- 
duly encroach on your time if I indi- 
cate the salient events in this important 
session of the League. 

The Eifth Assembly was in many res- 
pects a critical one in the history of the 
League. A year ago those who believ- 
ed in the League as the one instrument 
which can preserve the world from the 
horrors of war were in an anxious posi- 
tion. It does not profit us to mince 
matters; it is the blunt fact that the 
action of Italy in bombarding and 
occupying Corfu, and refusing to recog- 
nise the authority of the League, gave 
its prestige a severe shock. It is illus- 
trative of the mutability of human 
affairs that the Assemblv following th<s 
anxious session should have been the ’ 
most impressive in the history of the 
League. It was attended by the Prime 
Ministers of Great Britain and France 
in person. Italy sent three of her most 
distinguished ’ statesmen. Signori 
Salandra, Schanzer and Scioloja. The 
Foreign Ministers of many other 
European States were present and since 
the Genoa Conference there had been no 
such representative gathering of Euro- 
pean statesmen. Indeed, I might go 
further and say it was the most impres- 
sive conclave for the single purpose of 
ensuring peace which has ever assem- 
bled. 

This very circumstance brought a cer- 
tain danger in its train. The League 
was established “ to secure -interna- 
tional peace and security by the accept- 
ance of obligations not to resort lo 
viar.” Yet the grim; fact remained 
that five years after the' termination of 
the Great and four ye|rs after the 


signing of the Covenant, the armed 
forces of Europe were stronger than 
before the War. If this great Assem- 
bly had -separated without accomplish- 
ing anything definite towards the limi- 
lation of armaments, then the status of 
the League as an organisation for peace 
would have been grievously impaired in 
the eyes of the States who are members 
and of those whose adherence it is Hoped 
to secure. 

May I, in a sentence or two, indicate 
the circumstances which led up to the 
actual position with which the Eifth 
Assembly was confronted in regard to 
this question, which dominated all its 
discussions? Article VIII bf the Cove- 
nant lays down “ that the maintenance 
of peace requires the reduction of arma- 
ments to the lowest point consistent 
with national safety ”. The Third 
Assembly of the League issued instruc- 
tions for the preparation of a draft 
treaty to show how the principle of the 
limitation of armaments could be linked 
with guarantees which would ensure to 
all States the security on which they 
rightly insist. The issue of this man- 
date was what is called The Draft 
Treaty of Mutual Assistance, which 
was circulated to the Governments who 
are members of the League, whose 
replies were before the Eifth Assembly 
when it met. The gist of this draft 
Treaty was that in return for the limi- 
tation of armaments, the States mem- 
bers of the League should guarantee to 
come to the assistance of any State 
attacked, not only by applying econo- 
mic sanctions against the aggressor 
State, but by the employment of their 
armed forces against it under the direc- 
tion of the Council of the League. The 
replies of the Governments to the draft 
Treaty were so critical, in some cases so 
hostile, that it was virtually dead when 
the Assembly met. In particular thfe? 
British Government repudiated the dpC--'. 
trine which it adumbrated, and on- the 
groimd that the protection offered was 
SI* illusory that no State could yeduce 
its armaments in reliance on itj whilst 
if the obligations whiafi it imposed wefo' 
scrupulously carried t'mut : .-they would 
involve an increase ra&er than a dimL . 
nution of armaments, they 'de^itely re- 
jected the scheme. 

The Eifth Assembly had therefore to 
take up the work afresh, and in the first 
week of the sesdon the broad outlines of 
this new path were traced. ’ In a speech 
of great earnestness, marked by lofti- 
ness of thought, Mr. Ramsay' Mac- 
Donald, who was then Prime Mipisttsr 

i 





critjicised in certain quarters in India as 
if I opposed tlie reduction of the garrison, 
in India. I did nothing of the sort. 
No one realines better than I do that 
those undertaking public missions must 
be prepared for, and must not resent, 
any fair and well-informed criticism. 
But unfortunately, not all the criticism 
on such occasions is fair or well-in- 
formed, and this tendency in a certain 
portion of our Press has done India a 
great deal of political harm Person- 
ally, 1 am not going to touch upon that 
portion of the criticism which consisted 
of personal attacks on me. For my con- 
science is clear and I am content to leave 
my action to be judged by posterity.- 
T do not complain of what has been 
honest and fair criticism, for I am well 
aware that speeches reduced on cables 
are often unconsciously misleading. 

The subject which was being debated 
. . in the Assembly of the League of 

for living reaHties created by our com- .Nations was not specifically that of the 
invited to state thefj^^jmmljej. qj, reduction of the garrison, 


of Great Britain, laid dawn the British 
position. He said they did not believe 
that military alliances would bring 
security 5 they would not put their 
signature to any indefinite document. 
They believed that only arbitration 
would bring peace; he therefore 
urged the Assembly to define more 
clearly the arbitration clauses in the 
Statutes, ' and to ■■ elaborate those pro- 
visions in the Covenant which deal 
with arbitration and its sequelm. 
M. Herriot, 'Prime Minister of France, 
who followed, entirely associated him- 
self with the British acceptance of the 
principle of arbitration, but urged that 
whilst it was essential it was not suffi- 
cient. It must be linked with security 
and then with disarmament. “We in 
France regard these three terms— arbitra- 
tion, security, disarmament— as insepar- 
able; and these three words would be but 
empty abstractions did they not stand 


mon will ”. I was 
p^ition of India during the general dis • 
ciission, and whilst expressing our entire 
concurrence with the letter of the Prime 
Minister on the subject of the proposed 
Treaty of Mutual Assistance, and with 
his powerful advocacy of the principl'3 
of arbitration, I indicated the special 
considerations arising from the geogra- 
phical position of India, which must 
govern our attitude towards any pro- 
posal for the reduction of our arma- 
ments. These special difficulties are in- 
herent in the Frontier problem, and can- 
not in our time be mitigated by the use 
of economic sanctions or by the spread of 
the principle of arbitration and in the 
fact that all our .neighbours are not mem- 
bers of the .League of Nations and are 
•consequently not susceptible to the 
moral and economic pressure whicli 
tha League may be in a position 
'tp. exercise and in the further fact 
vJthat the States in Asia who are 
Members of the I.eague are so situated 
geographically that with the beat will in 
the world' they are not in a posit/ion to 
give India effective assistance. Subject 
• ..to the recognition.* of these conditions. I 
pledged India whole-heartedly to the 
acceptance 'bf th.e principle of arbitra- 
tion and the limitation of armaments. 

Whilst on this subject, I should — as 
I said in niy interview to the “ Times 
of India” in Bombay — like to clear up 
one point. I find from somfe newspaper 
cuttings which I have seen, that my 
speech on the armaments debate has been 


or of the military position, in India, 
but that of the principles which should 
govern the limitation of armaments in 
the whole civilized world. A reference 
to the full text of my speech — of which 
I append a copy. Appendix A — ^will 
make my meaning perfectly clear, and 
as regards the particular point what I 
acually said was : 

“We are bound to take account of it” 
(I'.e., the serious menace to the security 
of India contained in the frontier posi- 
tion) “in fixing our standard of military 
strength at the minimum point which 
will ensure the safety of India. ’ ’ 

I should like to emphasize again and 
to invite attention to the words “ at the 
minimum foint which will ensure the 
safety of India.” That is the crux of 
the whole matter, and my meaning, I 
think Your Excellency and Four High- 
nesses will agree, is perfectly clear. On 
the other hand, I entirely associated my- 
self on behalf of India with the principle 
of arbitration and the reduction of arma- 
ments. If, at the same time, I said that 
any reduction of armaments in India 
must be subject to the recognition of the 
essential conditions which I attempted 
to sketch in my speech, such as our 
geographical position, our frontier pro- 
blems, and the difficulties which we 
might experience through the fact that 
not all Qur neighbours are members of 
the League of Nations and that they are 
consequently not susceptible to the moral 
and economic pressure which the League 
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may be in a position to exercise, etc., the 
key-note was the security of India— in 
which the one-third area lying outgide 
British India, namely, the States, is also 
vitally interested — and I do not think 
there is a single sensible man in India 
who, reading Uie speech as a whole,, will 
differ from that position. Indeed, if I 
needed further justification I may say 
that on leaving the tribune I was warmly 
congratulated by the then British Prime 
Minister, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald — a 
devoted lover of peace — on my contribu- 
tion to the debate and the principle I 
sketched — that the minimum standard of 
military strength compatible with 
security is largely a matter of geography 
— was adopted by many of the most in- 
fluential speakers in Committee. 

However, to revert to the main topic, 
the ground having been cleared by these 
general expositions of policy, the Prime 
Minister, after full consultation wdth 
the members of the Empire Delegations, 
including the Indian Delegation, agreed 
with M. Herriot on a line of action to be 
followed by the League, and this agree- 
ment was put in the form of resolutions 
which were unanimously adopted by the 
Assembly. These resolutions provided 
for the summoning of an international 
conference by the League of Nations at 
the earliest possible moment. In order 
to clear the ground for this Conference, 
the doubtful points in the Covenant and 
the arbitration statutes were remitted to 
the Standing Committees for examina- 
tion and more complete definition. 

It is difficult for me to convey to this 
Chamber any adequate idea of the 
laborious care with which this work ■was^ 
done. My own activities Avere on the 
Third Committee, which Avas charged 
Avith the task of examining the obliga- 
tions contained in the Covenant of the 
League in relation to the guarantees of 
security Avhich a resort to arbitration 
and a reduction of armaments may 
require. As I listened to these pro- 
tracted debates one bitter fact Avas borne 
in upon me. Armaments in Europe to- 
day do not spring from militarism ; that 
was buried fathoms deep in the mud of 
Flanders. Nor from love of martial 
glory, for the Eagles were tarnished by 
the poison gas of Ypres. They are ba'jed 
on a passion for security, especially 
amongst the peoples who suffered the 
horrors of invasion during the Avar. The 
problem of a reduction of armaments is 
the problem of giving to the States a 


measure of security proportioned to that 
Avhich they lose by reducing their 
armaments. 

The fruits o.f these protracted delibera- 
tions have ah'eady been published, and I 
Avill very briefly indicate them here. 
They are that an aggressor State, that 
is a State AAdiich refuses to submit a dis- 
pute to arbitration, shall be regarded as 
an international outlaAV, and all States' 
members of- the League shall refuse to 
have any financial or economic dealings 
Avith it. Such a State AviU be regarded* 
as having no more rights than any 
common outlaAV under our'general laws. 

If further naval, militaiy or air force is 
required to punish the aggressor, the 
signatory. States may, under the direc- 
tion of the Council of the League, use 
their forces for this purpose as they con- 
sider necessary. These decisions AA'ere 
embodied in a protocol, which Avill be 
submitted to all Governments for their 
approA'al, and if the necessary nmnber of 
States express their approval, an inter- 
national conference for the limitation of 
armaments will be held under the 
auspices of the League of Nations at 
Geneva at an early date. In the opinion 
of all competent judges these decisions 
carry the Avorld a great step forAvard 
toAvards the replacement of the rule of 
force by the rule of laAV; the pro- 
vision of security for States threaten- 
ed by poAverful neighbours; and conse- 
quently tOAvards the limitation of arma- 
ments. Whilst a great Avork remains 
to be done — indeed little more than the 
first steps have been laboriously cut — 
all Avho took part in these discussions 
felt that a marked adA'ance had beeh!r’'* 
made towards a secured p^ace, and all 
that could be done at thf% stage 'to^ 
exorcise the demon of fear that has hung 
OA'er Europe since August-, 1914 Avas 
accomplished. ^ 

This AAms the great Avork of the Fifth ' 
Assembly. I Avill noAV, Avith your permis- 
sion, sketch the problems of special )!, 
importance to India Avhich engaged the 
Delegation. They Avere India’s contri- 
bution to the expenses of tlie League;'- 
the opium question; the traffic in and 
private manufacture of arms; and the. 
position of India in rela,tion to the inter- 
national health organisations. Otir 
Indian RejAi'esentatives at GeneA^'a have 
continuously protested against the scale 
on Avhich India contributes to the ex- 
penses of the League, for aa^b consider 
that Ave are unfairly assessed.'' The Gov- 
ernment of India, Avho feel strongly on 



loi 


this point, sent our Delegation instruc- 
tions to press the. point even to extreme 
limits. Under the; old arrangement, if 
any State voted against the'seale of con- 
tributions. the League autpmatically 
reverted to the I'dstal Un^ou Scale, 
under which wo are mprtS. lightly 
assessed; but on the eve of the Assembly 
an amendment was ratified which places 
the power of fixing contributions in the 
liands of the Assembly, Our Delegation 
put up a stubborn -Jigirt, and as the result 
I am confident tliat we shall obtain some 
relief — not as iiuicli as we want, and not 
as much as we'thinic we are entitled to, 
but still sometliing. The oi)ium cjuestion 
has now been clariiied by the labour of 
years. There is general appj-cciation of 
llie practical altruism of the policy 
pursued by India, and of the sacrifice .she 
has made in order to reduce the trafiic in 
what are called '‘habit-forming” drugs. 

The opium question, with an agreed 
programme, was to have, and has since, 
come before a special Commission in 
November. I3ut 1 should like iu passing 
to note one rather sinister fact. Whilst 
India has made these great sacrifices of 
opium revenue, autlioritative evidence is 
available to show that the production of 
opium iu China last year was 15.000 
tons, or ninety per cent, of the world’s 
supply. But "against these sacrifice.-^ I 
urn confident that we cau set a much 
more rigorous control of far more noxious 
drugs — I am speaking more particularly 
of cocaine — which are poisuuiug and 
demoralising some of our people. 

Apart from the major issue remitted to 
ihe riiird Committee, my own woiL iu 
Committee wai'T-hiefly directed to the 
control of the aims traffic and the repre- 
seittatiou of India on international 
health orgauisjatioiis. 

I stre.sseii in Committee, as I had in 
the As.senibly,- the vital interest of India 
in the arms traffic, from wliicli we have 
syfTered so much, and you will be glad to 
Itfiirnttbat after wearisome delays au in- 
ternational conferemee is to be held to 
deal with tliis-jiiatter, witli every pros- 
pect of effective agreement. 

Tite other work, which was perhaps 
the hardest of all, js more obscure. To 
state it succinctly, the League has esiah- 
lished a powerful healtli organisation of 
Its own. It ims done e.xcellent wo"k in 
preventing the spread of epidemic 
disease from' the ravaged zones of 
Russia and Ka.steru Europe. Now, we 


iu India have a vital concern .in the 
spread of epideiuie disease, for we have., 
as we all know, suifered terribly from 
imported diseases like plague and in- 
fluenza. Yet we have no representation 
oil this Health Organisation, nor under 
its constitution can we obtain d- for some 
years. But after a dogged fight, in 
widen I, as the Indian Representative 
on that particular Committee, ‘had to 
make another speech (Appendix B), 
obainod the loyal support, of the British 
and some of the Dominion Delegations, 
and .secured the passage of a resolu- 
tion requiring the Health Organisation 
to communicate its programme as well' 
as a report on its activities to the Intpr- 
iiatioual Health Office in Paris, on which 
we are represented; so India will have 
its say on all the health measures of the 
League organisation. That is a far more 
important consideration than may appear 
at first sight. 

For a fuller detail iu regard to this^ 
matter 1 must ask for Your Highnesses’ 
patience as i do uot wish to take up Your 
llighuesses’ time by any detailed lengthy 
statements or by blowing my ewn 
trumpet, but a perusal of the details and 
correspuudeiiee in connection with the 
Health Urgaiiisatiou will, I think, be 
both interesting and amusing aud will 
show that political intrigues which the 
Indian Delegation had the pleasure of 
defeating are even to be found in certain 
ranks of the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations, though 1 must acknowledge the 
assistaiico aud courtesy which I received 
from Sir Erick-Drummoiid, the Secre- 
tary-General. 

I much regret that the short ne.ss of 
t imo between my return to India and ray 
Imving to come on liere, with only four 
days in Bikaner, has prevented my sub- 
mitting to the Cliamber a complete print- 
ed report with the necessary appendices. 
All such details will be found fully ex- 
plained in the exliaiistive official 
report of the work of the Indian 
Delegation, of which I am asking 
the Secretary to tlie Chamber of 
Princes to bo good enough to obtain suffi- 
cient copies for circulation to all Your 
Highnesses who arc ilembers aud Re- 
presentative Hetnhers of the Cliamber. 

One outstanding feature of the League 
of Nations is that on it the smallest and 
the weakest State Member (geograplii- 
eally or politically) has only a single 
an'd equal vote with the biggest .and 
the most powerful, wliich if I may 
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say so, proves the wisdom and fore- 
sight of Your Highnesses, and the 
correctness of the decision of the 
British Government, in constituting 
this unique Chamber of ours in a 
unique Empire on the basis of “ one 
Member one vote ” and exposes the un- 
soundness of the arguments raised by 
some persons, particularly in British 
India, who wish to exploit the feeling 
which prevails in certain quarters in a 
few States on the subject of the equal- 
ity of votes, for wrecking the Cham-, 
ber by creating internal dissensions 
which, if one may judge from their 
writings and utterances, seems to be 
their ulterior motive and sinister aim. 

All the Members of the Indian Dele- 
gation were impressed with the high 
prestige won for India in the councils of , 
the League by the"position, authority and' 
dignity of previous Delegations. We in- 
herited a legacy of respect and friend- 
ship which made our task much easier. 
If I may be permitted to say so, we, the 
Princes of India, are under a debt of 
gratitude to His Highness the Maha- 
rajah Jam Sahib of Nawanagar, for the 
personal sacrifices he has made to attend 
three out of the four previous Assemblies, 
and for the devoted work which he has 
accomplished in the exacting conditions 
of the sessions at Geneva. I alluded, 
though I fear all too inadequately, to 
this in my remark when moving a vote 
of thanks to His Highness, on the_ l7th 
instant, to which I might here again in- 
vite reference. 

This year the Indian Delegation was 
fortunate in having at its head that 
most popular and beloved of our past. 
Viceroys, our honoured friend, Lord 
Hardinge of Penshurst, with whom it 
was a real pleasure to me to be once 
again officially associated. My other 
colleague was that eminent jurist and 
scholar and great gentlem^. Sir 
Muhammad Rafique, of the United Pro- 
vinces. I was accompanied by Sir 
Stanley Peed, whose knowledge of 
Indian affairs and whose tact and 
courtesy made him a very welcome ad- 
dition to the Delegation who have every 
reason to be appreciative of his services 
as a substitute delegate specially on the 
second and third Committees. My son 
and heir was also privileged to act as a 
substitute delegate • for India at the 
League. 

We enjoyed the assistance oi an effi- 
cient secretariat from the India Office, 


and of a Secretary in the person of 
Mr. P. J. Patrick^ to whose ability and 
untiring zeal I must not fail to pay my 
tribute and whose services to the Dele- 
gation were invaluable. As Your Excel- 
lency and Your Highnesses know, the 
real work of the League is done not in 
the Assembly, but in Committee. 
This must inevitably be so in large 
bodies and in the plenary Sessions of 
any such body; and this in itself will, I 
submit, effectively refute one of the 
arguments advanced against the 
Chamber of Princes, by the allegation 
that important work is really done in 
the Standing Committee. But it must 
not be lost sight of that the work of the 
Standing Committee, specially in regard 
to the revision of political practice,’ does 
come back to the Chamber and that it 
is open to Their Highnesses in the 
Chamber to approve or disapprove of 
or to amend or otherwise modify any of 
the recommendations and proposals of 
the Standing Committee. It would be 
absurd to expect the 108 Princes who 
are Members of the Chamber or some- 
thing like 40 to 50 of us who are gener- 
ally present in this august Assembly, 
to deal with details and technical work 
which can best be done in the Standing 
Committee and the Standing Committee 
alone. And surely this is the case in 
the Mother of Parliaments, in Great 
Britain, and indeed also in almost all 
legislative bodies in InHia and else- 
where. These large Committees of the 
League sit so frequently and for such 
a long time that it is impossible for 
any Delegate to be an efficient 
Member of more than two. Whilst, 
therefore, we were compelled to work 
in Committee individually, we pursued 
our tasks in common, with full agree- 
ment on all questions of policy and in 
complete harmony, from the day of our 
preliminary discussions. It is not for 
me to indicate the measure of success 
we achieved but this perhaps I may 
be permitted to say, that we had but one 
object — the dignity, the prestige and the 
interest of India, her Princes and 
people ; and that so far as in us lay we 
omitted nothing to ensure it. 

It was a matter of*pride and privi- 
lege and was very encouraging and 
gratifying to me -to be the recipient, 
whilst in England, shortly after my re- 
turn from Geneva, of the most kind 
telegram from His Excellency expres- 
sing his generous appreciation of what 
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little it wa^ in my power to do at the 
League of Nations, and I also beg to 
attach a copy of tliis telegram (Ap- 
pendix C.). 

Althougli my statement refers to my 
work at the League of Nations, it is 
liardly necessary for me to add also that 
a good portion of the three weeks which 
I spent in England after my return from 
Geuevai was also devoted, so far as it 
lay in my power, to render what service 
I could to our beloved King-Emperor, 
to the Empire, to my Brother Princes 
and to British India. 

No review of my recent ^fission to 
Europe would be complete without 
reference to a point to which we 
naturally attach the veiy highest im- 
portance. Their Imperial ilajesties 
the King-Emjjeror and the Queen- 
Empress did not return to London 
until a fe^v' days before I had to sail for 
India, but in the short time that they 


then spent in London, they did 
me and my son the high honour of invit-< 
ing us to luncheon one day. It would 
be presumptuous on my part to say 
anything about Their Imperial Majes- 
ties’ genuine interest and abiding sym- 
pathy for the Princes and the people of 
India, which has been a matter of pride 
and pleasure to us all in India as well 
as 11 source of consolation in our 
anxieties and troubles, and of en- 
couragement and hope as regards the 
future. But it will, I know, do Your 
Highnesses’ hearts good to learn that no 
lapse of time or accident of distance has 
dimmed Their Imperial Majesties, our 
King-Emperor’s and our Queen- 
Empress’ affection for India or their 
gracious solicitude for the well-being 
of the Princes. - And I know that 
Your Highnesses will join, me in 
the loyal prayer wliieh comes from 
the bottom of our liearts that Their 
Imperial Majesties may long be spared 
to reign over the great’British Empire! 
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APPENDIX A. 


M. LE Peesident, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

;^^ay I preface my remarks by stating that 
I deem it a high privilege to take part in the 
deliberations of the Assembly of the League of 
Nations? Although this is the first occasion 
on whi.di it has been my good fortune to attend 
this Assembly, I do not come as a total stranger. 
For my association with the League of Nations, 
at least indirectly, goes back to the Peace 
Conference when it fell to my lob to conduct 
the negotiations for the inclusion of India in 
the membership of the League. It is, therefore, 
a matter a special gratification to me to be 
present on this occasion; and on behalf of the 
Princes of India, whose interests I have the 
honour to represent, I would also take the 
opportunity of expressing their high regard for 
this association of the peoples of the world and 
their ardent interest in its great work to secure 
permanently the roigii of peace and justice. 

On behalf of India I desire to express our 
entire concurrence with the letter of the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain on the subject of the 
proposed Treaty of Afutual Assistance and his 
powerful advocacy of the principle of arbitra- 
tion. Soldiers, I submit, are the best judges 
of the horrors of war. The fire-eaters are not 
always found in the ranks of the soldiers who 
bear the burden of the fight, but sometimes in 
those 01 the civilians who stand and wail. I 
have seen much of war in three continents and 
T would give my right hand in support of any 
effective scheme to reduce both the danger of 
war, and the armed peace which is the pre- 
cursor of w'ar. But w^e have to be jealous lest, in 
our anxietv to reduce the pressure of armaments, 
wdihout effective guarantees for security, wo 
produce amongst the nations that sense of 
uneasy fear wdiich is the seed-bed of war. 
Whilst, therefore, w'c associate ourselves with 
fhe ideals of those who framed the proposed 
Iieaty of IMutual Assistance, we associate our- 
^lyes no less with the Government of ihe 
British Empire in rejecting it, because wc feel 
that ^he guarantees are so illusory that effective 
disainiament would leave a sense of insecurity 
which miglit revive the spirit of aggression. 

lo the general arguments advanced in the 
letter of the Prime IMinister' to Avliich we 
subscribe, there are to be added special forces 
arising from the geographical position of India. 
I state them now because they must govern 
our attitude, not only to\vard the proposed 
Treaty, but to any amended proposal for dis- 
armament which may come before this Assem- 
bly. In India W'O have a frontier problem of 
exceptional difficulty and complexity. Our 
border line stretches from the Indian Ocean 
near Karachi to the confines of China and Siam, 
alueh of that frontier is peopled by hardy and 
turbulent tribes owming no law but the blood 
feud, no higher ambition than to raid the peace- 
ful dwellers in the Plains. These tribes are 
natural ed with arms and ammunition imported 


from Europe and dgispite costly preventive 
measures, this illicit traffic has, as iMr. Pamsay 
^Macdonald told us, not yet been brought fully 
under control. They contain within their clans 
some the finest fighting material in the world. 
Other sections of the frontier consist of. 'dense 
and almost pathless jungles occupied by* Test- 
less tribes, wdio, if they have not the excep- 
tional military qualities of those'" on the North- 
West, arc nevertheless a considerable mWitar) 
preoccupation. Not in our time can the serious 
menace to the security of India contained in 
the frontier position be mitigated by the use 
of economic sanctions, or the spread of the 
principle of arbitration; w'c are bound to take 
account of it in fixing our standard of military 
strength at the fnininium point which will 
ensure the safety of India. 

There is a further consideration to which I 
must invite the attention of the Assembly. 
Whilst w’o hope that the present cordial relations 
with our neighbours may long continue, vet 
the fact remains that all arc not members ot 
tile TiCague of Nations, and all are not conse- 
quent ly susceptible to’ the moral and economic 
pressure wliich the League may be in a position 
to exercise. Again, the nations of Asia who 
are members of the League are so situated 
geographicahy that even if they accepted the 
responsibilities proposed under fhe draft Treaty, 
commanded the meiius to give India assistance, 
and luul the will promptly to use them, they 
are not in a position to render to India that 
imme(liate effective assistance wliich would be 
essential to her security with a reduced military 
GstabUslunent. The immediate effect of a 
reduction of armaments in India would there- 
fore be to weaken the guarantees for the 
security of the Indian people. 


On these general and specific grounds, there- 
fore, wo have been driven to follow^ the action 
of the Government of the British Empii-e in 
rejecting the proposed Treaty of Mutual Assist- 
ance. But because wo do so, I w^ould not have 
(his Assembly, or any member of this Assembly, 
conclude that we are bohmd* iliiy nation in the 
W'orid ill our desire for* peace. We harbour 
aggressive designs tow'ards .none; we desire 
nothing more than to bo allowed to^w'ork out 
our destiny undisturbed by the ’shock pf {war or 
tile threat of war; by instinct and (r^^^ition we 
are a pacific people. I have stated our position 
frankly because of my conviction that,' if %ve 
ignore facts, w'o. shall not ensure peace, but 
rather induce the feeling of insecurity which 
inay lead to w^ar. But subject to fhe recognition 
of the conditions wliich I have sketched— a 
recognition essential to the discharge of our 
responsibilities for the security of three hundred 
and umetoen millions of people, or one-fifth of 
tlie entire human race— wo associate ourselves 

ni d tin, arbitration; 

and wi h any measures w^hicli this Assemblv 
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APPENDIX B, 


Mu. Chaiumax,. Ladies -AND Gentlemen, 


I have read with deijp interest the report of 
the IToaUh Committee of the League of Nations 
io tlio Permanent Commilteo of the Interna- 
tional Oftico of Publie Health on its aciivities 
(luring the hrst year of its oxislence. I wish 
to e.vi^ress my jni miration of the work already 
accotnplished and my eoniidenb belief that tho 
Health Committee will develop into one of the 
most useful branches of the League. I nolo 
with particular satisfaction that tho Health 
Committee has initiated inquiries into malaria, 
leprosy, sleeping sickness, and the standardisa- 
tion of sera and biological products — (juestions 
hi which India has a vivid in tore .‘jI. I also 
desire to record my aj.preeiation of the proposal 
for a bureau of epidemiological intelligence at 
Singapore, which is now taking conc'roto shape; 
for reasons which will be apparent later, this 
is a scheme of coiihiderable iiuportanco to India. 
I{ I Oder certain suggest ions now, and put them 
before the Coiumittce in the form of a delinite 
resolution, I trust that \ou will understand that 
this is done in no spirit of criticism, but with a 
real desire to uhSisl the I lea It li Committee in 
their beneficent work for our common luimauity. 


It is often said that. India is the source of 
diseases afifeeting oilier countries. That may 
be the truth, but it is not the whole truth; 
India >s also most opm to ijifeclion — indeed it 
has sujTered grievously from diseases imported 
from other countries* 'Sljmding midway between 
Luropo aiul tho Far East, it is open to attack 
from the East and thu West. A great lido of 
slapping impinges on its western seaboard; an 
almost ei]ual tide of .‘^hipping heals on the easlem 
ports. Then India has an immense hnid 
frontier running from the Indian Ocean to tho 
boundaries of China and Siaiii. Whilst it is 
true that this frontier is bound<'d by the mighty 
llimahu'a, neverthele.ss there is a ceaseless tlow 
of men ami animals through the passes into 
Hindustan, and in the reverse direction. India 
is thendore perhaps more open to the entry of 
epidemic disease than any other country in tlio 
world. When .siadi diseases find entrv, tlicy 
llourihh, v.'ith such Jutensity in our tropic and 
siib^froph: (conditions, among'^fc a dense popula- 
tion whieh has not yet reach(‘d a high Rtaiulard 
ui puulte Iiygiciuj, that their ravages are terrific, 
^ m proof of these general pro- 

positfoas fuct.q which must be present to many 
ht'rc, though the real implication of those fnels 
inuy not he fully appreciated. The great in’- 
flueii/a epidemic wJiieh fdarted in 1918 carried 
off in India between twelve and fifteen million 
iioulH. In my own territories liieso epidemics 
am estimated to have destroyed one hi evor\» 
sev«m of the population. Bubonic plague, whicii 
imufe its first appearance in 1800. is still witli us 
ancf v;o HUfler from seasonal recurrences of 
varying intensity. There appears to^bc little 

were import'd. 

of * velimt' hiiportation 
of >cllou fever, and if Unit disease should malo! 

»rrtongst us, willi our myriads oi 
nos(imto.c>irnerH, one treinblcs to tliink what 
the consequences wouhl bo. 

P/OHsuro of tlicse and other 
(liseas(-H has induced in India a Hustained 
endeavour to grupplo with them. I need not 
enter mto an enurneralioji of tho contribution.'! 


of our doctors to the world’s Imowledge of 
malaria, leprosy, plague, and cholera, for they 
arc iho possession of all scientists. The work 
of our sanitary cadres is perhaps less known. 
Tho severity of these scourges, and especially 
the lack of a diflused knowledge of tho principles 
of sanitation amongst tho mass of tho popula- 
tion, lia.9 led to tlic organisation of a corps of 
sanitary otlicers second to none in the world 
in their Icnowledgo of tho best means of combat- 
ing epidemic diseases under tropical conditions 
and amongst/ a dense population, and in the 
sanitary control of the immense number of 
(/eople who tlook to our centres of pilgrimage. 
I trust tho Committee will nob think I am 
putting tho matter too strongly, if I urge that 
India has such tremendous is.sucs at stake that 
she lias a right to be constantly considered in 
any measures that are taken to study and control 
epidemic disease. I venture to add an expres- 
sion of the opinion, which 1 think this Committee 
will share, that the work of the League will 
gain in edieicucy and experiencG if it is kept 
in vivul contact with the great store of ex- 
perience accumulated in India in the conditions 
1 Imve outlined. 

When we come to consider how this should 
be done, may I make one point clear at the 
outset V T should be the last to propose any 
alteration in the constitution of the Health 
Organisation of the League, both because it is 
admirably designed and it has justified itself 
i \ the work accomplished in the brief period of 
ns oxislence. Nor is that necessary. Tho 
Ilcaltli CommitteCi which directs the activities 
of the Health Organisation of tho League, and 
enjoys tho immiiieent support of the Bocke- 
fidlcr Trust as well as the financial resources 
of the l..eague itself, is an interuatioual scientific 
corpus. It docs not at present include any 
with Indian experienco in its membership ; it 
does not consist of health experts dhrectly 
accredited by its Governments, and therefore 
able to deal witli these problems with adminis- 
trative authority. On tho other hand, the 
Permanent Commilteo of tho International Office 
of Pnbliy Health, constituted under tho Rome 
Convention, docs consist of ' men directly 
accredited by their Governmonts and thcrofore 
fully st-ized of administrative conditions. India 
has been direetly ivinesented on tho .Committee 
of the /nfernafibnaf Office of PubiYe ifeaffh since 
1007, and any Government which so -desires 
can beeouie atliliated with that organisation. 
Now the wise constitution of the Health Organi- 
sation of the League does not supersede the 
International Office; on the contrary, its Perma- 
nent Committee is recognised as tho Advisory 
Ihadtli Coimci} of the League. This constitu- 
tion therefore provides for the continuous contact 
of the scientists working for tho League with 
the accredited ropresonlatives of tho Govern- 
ments in the International Office. Tho report 
we arc now considering is addressed to tho Inter- 
national Committee, on wliich India and most 
of the mcinbcjrs of tho Lcaguo are represented. 
I would however point out that tho report is 
biougnt before this Commission for its consi- 
deration, and will thereafter bo submitted to the 
Assembly for its approval, before the Committee 
of tho laternutional Office has had an opportu- 
nity of pronouncing its opinion on tho programme 
of future work which it contains.' You will, I 
am sure, agree that it is most important that 
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fliA limited funds available for health work of 
an international character should not be wasted 
X-or-h overlapping with similar work sirrmh 
Lneousiy undertaken elsewhere. Also, that the 
A<;qpmbly should know, from the accredited 
renresentatives of the Governments whose co- 
nneratioH it is intended to enlist, whether the 
proposals of the Health Committee are not only' 
scientifically sound— of that indeed we may rest 
assured f^om the attainments of the members 
of the Committee — but are capable of acceptance 
in practice by the Health Authorities of the 
Governiuents concerned. 


Tncre ■is 1 

the International Office of Public Health has, 
after careful consideration, completed proposals 
for the revision of the International Sanitary 
Convention of 1917, designed to furnish proteo' 
tion af^ainst fresh diseases and in other respects 
to adapt international health law to moderU 
conditions. The scheme under the consideration 
of the Health Committee for a new sanitary 
convention for the Par East, requires, in my 
opinion, to be related to this other draft conven- 
tion, and to be discussed by the health experts 
of the various nations who have interested 
themselves in the matter, and especially %vith 
those who represent Ear Eastern countries. 

No doubt at a later stage the Committee of 
the International Office of Public Health, aS 
our Advisory Health Council will take cognis- 
ance of i^ke report of the Health Committee, 
but it will then already have been finally con- 
sidered ky tke Assembly of the League. In 
other words, the Assembly, though it set up 
last yeo^' a system which enables India and othe^ 
nations tp participate, through their designated 
experts, in the discussion of the programme of 
the Health Organisation, will be in practice 
deprived of the advantages of such discussions- 


I recognise, of course, that it would be impos- 
sible and unwise that the -Advisory Counok 
should in all matters be called upon to adviS® 
before action is taken. Epidemics come upon 


us like n tbief in the night j it may ke necessary 
for the Health Committee to initiate measures 
to check the advance of an epidemic threatening 
immense masses of 'humanity. organisa; 
tion, its personnel ^and its financial resources 
are admirably designed to secure Jrapid and 
effective action in such emergencies. On the 
other hand, I am convinced that the association 
of the Health Committee' with the International 
Office of Public Health, which was established 
last year, should be utilised to secure full and 
continuous consultation with the Governments 
of the world through their representatives in 
Europe, not, only on questions . affecting public 
health, but on such complex ^ issues as the 
initiation of new sanitary conveutioiiB. I am 
further convinced, and I hope I shall also carry 
this Committee with me, that this consulcation 
should be at a stage before the Assembly of the 
League has committed itself to a kJ^e of policy 
which may prove unacceptable to a number, of 
States. 

With this object in view, I therefore move 
the following resolution: — 

** That this Committee recommends U\e 
Assembly to pass a resolution paying 
a tribute to the valuable and encourag- 
ing report of the Health Committee. . 

It further recommends that f^ke^ Assembly, 

, wherever conditions of time allow, 

" have ^^elore 

of the Advisory Health Council on the 
future yearly reports of the Health 
Committee, and especially on the ques- 
tions with which the Hei^lth Committee 
proposes to deal, in ordeJ^ that occasion 
may be afforded for the representatives 
of Governments on the Committee of 
the International Office of Public Health 
to ,advise as to whetheJ* the proposals 
are such as would generally commend 
themselves for adoption and would 
enlist the co-operation of the States 
they represent.** 
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CableORa^i from His Excellency the Vioero^, 
Simla, to His Highness the Maharajah 0 ^ 
Bikaner, C/o the India Office, LoNDo^f, 
datijSd Simla, the 8th October 1924. 

Exti^aets from Your ffighness* speech at 
Geneva are now beginning to reach Indian press- 
I heartily congratulate Your Highness on tfio 
widespread attention which the speech has 
aroused. I am most grateful to Your Highness 
for your labours on India*s behalf at the meot- - 


ings of the Assembly. You havo had long but 
intensely interesting meetings which in ^many 
wa} s have been of a most memorable character. 
I am glad that my prediction thi^t the Assembly 
meetings on this occasion woul^ be of unusual 
interest and importance has be^a- fulfilled and 
I am deeply grateful to Your Highness for ink- 
ing questions of your personal (Convenience and 
agreeing to leave India to undertake the public 
duty of representing ' India on this important 
occasion. 
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His Higliness the Maharaja of 
Patiala: Your Excellency, Your 

Highnesses, it ' ' is not for tlie 
first time that .,we have ha'l 
the pleasure and the privilege of hearing 
a istatemeut from His Highness the 
Mahciraja of Bikaner on his work abroad 
as the representative of our Order. His 
personality is now ahnost as well 
known iii European As.seinblages of 
International importance as it is known 
to us in India. Walls of International 
Halls in.Europe have got accustomed, as 
it were, to the echo of His Highness of 
Bikaner’s voice. Endowed with the 
qualities of the head and the heart His 
Highness has won the approbation and 
admiration of all with Avhom he has had 
the opportunity of coming in^ contact. 
His achievements at the Treaty of 
Versailles, the foundation of the League 
of ?fations, and in the Imperial Cabinet 
lire too well known to Your Highnesses 
to need a description from mo on this 
occasion. Tli;- Princes of India arc 
proud of His Highness as a member ol 
their Order. His great work and valu- 
able services ta the Empire as well as to 
the Princes and the people of India give 
him the place all his own in the front 
row of world famous figures. 

Above all, ho never forgets that he is 
a Prince and an Indian Prince lii-st and 
everything else afterwards. And he 
always bears in mind the interests of the 
Ruling Princes of India Avhenever he 
has tile occasion of reiiresenling them. 

The last session of the League whicli 
His Highne.ss attended was in certain 
respects a momentous one. It saw sig- 
natures on the Pehec Protocol wliich in 
the judgmeui of 'many .sound critics is a 
tine piece of political workmanship 
This, peace, Protocol, Your Highnes.ses. 
is calculateu to provide soimd measures 
to prevent in the future any hasty resorts 
by nations to violence and man .slaughter 
India with its . ancient heritage of a 
ilesire for Peace and brotherly love, born 
of its great and sublime philosophic 
evolution, is naturjilly keen on world 
peace; and it was only in tlie fitness of 
things that a Prince from India who had 
the proud jirivilege of being a signatory 
to the inception of Peace at Versailles 
.should, at this meeting of the keagno of 
Nations, advocate the consummation of 
that peace at Geneva. The disarma- 
ment rjucstiou wa.s also one of the inain 
topics at tlie .sefision. His TIighnt«s 
the Maharaja of Bikaner contributed 
voryynatorially to discussions on this all 


important subject. His speech on dis- 
armamenlis, is that of a statesman tzying 
to look ahead His Highiiess was verv^ 
wisely mindful of the peculiar conditions 
that prevail on the borders of India. 

I am sure Your Highnesses fuUy 

appreciate the great services which His 
Highnoss the ^Maharaja of Bikaner has 
rendered to our Order by his distinguish- 
ing himself so eminently as your Repre- 
sentative at the League. And when we 
realise the fact that he had to undertake 
this mi.ssion at a short notice and had to 
undertake the journey at no small incon- 
venieuco to himself, our sense of grati- 
tude to him increases in its intensity. 

I therefore beg to propose a hearty 
vote of tluuiks to His Highness the 
Maharaja of Bikaner for his splendid 
work at the League. 

His Highness the Maharaja ol 
Alwar: Your Excellency, Your High- 
nesses, I liave already appropriated a 
fair share of the oratorical feats of this 
House during the present .session so 
that I feel sure that, as we are now com- 
ing to a conclusion, Your Ifighuesses 
should be heaving a huge sigh of relief. 
But here I may assure you that I only 
stand to express in a very few words our 
tlianks to His Highness of Bikaner, for 
T have already given expression to ray 
sentiments in regard to the work of His 
Highness uni}' the other day. It only 
remains for me to add that His High- 
ness wlio is already great by reason of 
his capabilities, his large vision, and 
his flower of devoting himself assidii- 
ouslv and energeticall}' to his work ha.s 
made himself greater on this .occasion 
and has added lustre to his name and 
fame. He has not only made himself 
greater on this occasion but I believe has 
added his quota to the greatness of the 
Order of wliich this Chamber consists. 
Afipareiitly, I have been asked to 
.second this motion of a vote of thanlcs 
vliicli 1ms been moved by His Highness 
Ilf Patiala. While entirely associating 
nysclf with the vote. T feel that this 
task could be more ajipropriately per- 
formed! if E delegate it, to His High- 
ness the Maharaja of Jodhfiur whom I 
rsk to be good enough to accept it in 
oi'der that he may at least have an 
opfiortunity of giving us a speech In 
v.liich r hope that His Highness will be 
aide to defeat His Highness of Dholpur. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Jodhpur: I .sufiport the motion. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: Before 
the work of the Chamber comes to a 
conclusion let mo o.xpress the thanks of 
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the Government of India to His High- 
ness of Bikaner for having represented 
us at this momentous Assembly. I 
bear the entire responsibility, of 
his appearance at the League of Hations 
on so important an occasion. When I 
asked him if he would go, I had in miud 
the picture as presented to us of His 
Highness of Bikaner as I first met hi:u 
during the War. Though I had met 
him before on social occasions, I had 
pever had an opportunity of conversi- 
tion or discussion on great affairs. 
Then sitting in the Imperial War Cabi- 
net, T met His Highness of Bikaner 
Again, in Paris, when we were negoti- 
ating the Treaty of Versailles, I nn^'t 
His Highness of Bikaner. Again, 
when I went to dinner in Paris T very 
often met His Highness of Bikaner. 
The result of all this was that I came 
to the conclusion that he had really all 
the qualities that were necessary for 
the most successful representation of 
India at the League of Nations. I not 
only thank him in all earnestness ani 
sincerity for having at considerable 
personal inconvenience accepted the 
mission with which I entrusted him 
with the cordial agreement of the Secre- 
tary of State, but I also want to 
say that by his speech on perhaps 
as important an occasion as ever 
presented itself to the League of 
Nations, His Highness of Bikaner, 
speaking, if he will .permit me to 
say so, not only for the Princes of 
India and for your Order of which be 
is so distinguished a Member, but for 
the whole of India — speaking as one re- 
presenting the Empire of India, he 
raised the reputation of India an.l 
showed to those who were present that 
India could send distinguished men to 
fake part in the discussions of the 
League of Nations; that India had dis- 
tinguished men who could hold their 
ow with the Prime Ministers of the 
Dominions and that as a Prince 
of India he was also able to 
demonstrate that there were many 
qualities in which the Princes ex- 
celled. I have no doubt that His 
Highness’ was one of the best con- 
tributions that could be made to the 
League, of which we as Government and 
you, as the Order of Princes, have every 
right to be proud. I Avould only add that 
I am looking forward to see the full text 
of the proceedings of the League of 
Nations. I can hardly expect that every 
one of Your Highnesses will examine 
and read carefully, every page of its pro- 
ceedings, but you will, no doubt, make 


yourselves masters of^the substance of it. 
1 myself intend,; toi-study it carefully 
because, in particular, I am anxious to 
read His Highnes^s’ speeches, and I 
shall also read' with interest, the part 
taken in the proceedings by the 
Maharaj Kumar . when he acted as 
Substitute Delegate. I think myself 
that it was. i; most fortunate thing 
that he was ftiere and had an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing what happened and 
hearing his father’s triumph and also of 
gaining that ambition, which I am sure 
he already possesses, of taking part jn 
public affairs in the future. I desire to 
associate myself with all that has been 
said on this occasion by Their High- 
nesses of Patiala, Alwar and Jodhpur, 
and with the vote of thanks which I 
know you will give His Highness, 
because I am confident that it will be 
unanimous and enthusiastic. (Loud 
Applause). 

Agendum No. 18. 

Mectioih of the Standing Committee. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: We will 
now proceed to the election of the-Stand- 
ing Committee. ' 'v',' 

(Voting then took place). 

His Excellency the Viceroy: Your 
Highnesses, as a result of the election, 
the Standing Committee will consist, in 
addition to His Highness of Bikaner 
who has already been elected, of the 
following Members of Your Highnesses’ 
Chamber : — 

1. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Alwar. 

2. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Nawanagar. 

3. His Highness the Maharaja,, of 

Patiala. 

4. His Highness * the Mahai’aja 

Scindia of Gwalior. 

5. His Hiahness the Maharaj Eana 

of Dholpur. 

6. The Chief of Sangli. 

I declare them..to be elected. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner: Your Excellency; Yqur High- 
nesses; I feel it really difficiilt to express 
in an- adequate manner my feelings of 
honour and of gratitude for the more 
than generous and the exceedingly kind 
terms in Avhich Your Excellency has 
been pleased to speak about me, and for 
the equally generous terms in which His 
Highness of Patiala and His Highness 
of Alwar proposed and seconded, 'and 
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lour Higlinesses recelyed-j the motion- 
for a vote of tliaiiks to’.&e to-day. May 
I also take this opportijhity.of tendering 
to Your Highnesses my grateful thanlts 
for the other marks of your trust and 
confidence and appreciation, which I 
also greatly value, in the vote of thanks 
yesterday and in your electirig me once 
again as your Chancellor’? May I 
respectfully say that if I could have con- 
sulted my personal wishes, another 
Chancellor would have been reigning in 
my, place to-day ? ' And ‘now I can only 
say that I am overwhelmed with this 
honour and this confidence, and although 
I will not detain you as we are coming 
to the end of the session and everybody 
feels tired on account of the heavy work 
which Ave have transacted here* and 
Avith Avhich some of us have to deal 
for a long time even after the session 
of the Chamber of Princes will 
have come to amend, may I say that, if 
my remarks are brief and inadequate, I 
beg Your Excellency and Your High- 
nesses to believe that I am none the less 
grateful and sincere in acknoAvledging 
Your Excellency's-an,d Ybur Highnesses’ 
great kindness. 

His Highness the Maharaja of 
Gwalior; Your Excellency, once more 
it is my privilege to thank Your Excel- 
lency, on behalf of my brother Princes, 
for the very comprehensive inaugural 
address Avhich you delivered on the first 
da,y of this Session. 

We are entirely in "agreement with 
Your Excellency’s- vieAvs that the meet- 
mgs of this Chamber should ahvays be 
Avell attended . and that the agenda 
should ‘embracO important subjects. 
As regards subjects, our united feeling 
is thatvfor a long time to come there 
need be no paucity of them, especially 
as, Avith the general -.progress of India 
and, for that matter, of the "World at 
large, due to the extension of human 
knoAvledge in all directions, fresh 
problems will continue to arise in 
Avhich the States are bound to be inter- 
ested and Avith which tho improve- 
ment of their administrations must 
naturally be closely bound up. 

We associate ourselves also Avith the 
feeling', of melancholy to Avhich Your 
Excellency gave expression in conse- 
quence of the loss Avhich Ave have to 
mourn from the death of five Members 
of this Chamber. To the families of’ 
the deceased Bulers and to their States, 
we take this opportunity to tender' our 
,heart-felt sympathy. We also desire 
'tq,, record our sense of grief at the two 


grievous bereavements suffered by the 
noble Lady — ^Her Highness the Begum 
of Bfiopaf — wio tc-d^y still s 20 ii 2 'Sis 
loss of her two distinguished sons. 

Coming noAV to the business \yhich has 
been attended to since February, 1923, 
by the Standing Committee elected by 
this Chamber, I Avould first allude to 
matters, the revised policies in regard 
to Avhich, after discussion betAveen us 
and Your Excellency’s Governmenn, 
have since been embodied in Resolutions 
which have issued." As Your Excel- 
lency pointed out, the result of these 
Resolutions Avill be that development 
will occur Avithin the States in the 
matter of Raihvays, Telegraphs, Tele- 
phones and Mines. Your Excellency 
has also pointed out that the position 
noAv brought about should tend to 
stimulate enterprise and that the 
matters, in regard to Avhich the position 
has thus been improved, are those 
v hich calll for mutual assistance and 
co-operation. I Avould only remark 
that tlie enterprising spirit of the 
States needs to be given the freest pos- 
sible play; and also that the assistance 
and co-operation Avhich the States can 
render to the Government of India, in 
perfecting their administrative macEi- 
I’ery and in ensuring India’s economic 
advance, may ahvays be safely 
assumed, so long as the identity of 
interests Avhich, the States maintain, 
exists betAveen them and the various 
parts of India, is recognised in a practi- 
cal/manner 

That there is this readiness in the 
States and in their Rulers to assist the 
Empire and to co-operate Avith the 
Government of India should be evi- 
denced by the part Avhich our disting- 
uished brothers. Their Highnesses the 
Maharajas of Bikaner, -Patiala, Cutch, 
NaAvanagar and Alwar have Avillingly 
enthmisstieslly iakea is the Meet- 
ings and Conferences held from time 
to time in Europe to deal Avith problems 
of Imperial moment and international 
aspect. Modesty forbids us to expati- 
ate on the ardour of their feeling and 
the splendid earnestness of their efforts 
which shed a lustre not only upon them- 
selves but on our Avhole Order. 

Your Excellency also alluded to cer- 
tain subjects Avhich have already been 
considered by the Standing Committee 
but Avhose recommendations have still 
to eventuate in Resolutions. I think 
it AvorthAvhile, in regard to these ques- 
tions, as well as all other questions that 
’can possibly be discussed by it in the 
future, to repeat myself and •'to assert 
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tliai in a broad view tliere can be no 
real clash of interests between the vari- 
ous parts of India administered by 
different Governments. These parts 
constitute one whole — ^ivhich is India - 
and the accident of one power or the 
other administering different areas in it 
cannot suffice to make their ^interests 
inconsistent with each other’s. The 
point I wish to make is that the dis • 
cussion of questions of public moment, 
that is, of questions which affect the 
progress of the States should be inspired 
by a perfect trust in such identity of aim 
and purpose 

There is one matter to which Your 
Excellency made specific allusion, 
viz., the allocation of the revenue 
derived from Customs by the Govern- 
ment of India. It is one of the matters 
of a fiscal nature to which we attach 
the highest importance : and we cannot 
but do so. The economic condition of 
India has resulted in increasing the ex- 
penditure of our administrations, if we 
are to keep them at a high level of effi- 
ciency. The States have not the same 
sources of revenue as the Government of 
India have. In order-, therefore, to 
ameliorate the lot of their Services and 
to give effect to measures for the welfare 
of their subjects, the States are con- 
strained* to ask for what they believe to 
bo their just dues — dues which can be 
clearly demonstrated as such. So far 
as tile contribution of Indian States’ sub- 
jects to the customs revenue of the Gov- 
erimient of India is concerned, the 
burden of the tax falls on people who 
are not directly benefited By the reve- 
nue derived from it, and all economists, 
e.specially authorities on taxation, agree 
that such a result ensues from unsound 
methods of finance. We, however, are 
not concerned with that aspect of the 
ouestion, only with the equity of the 
fact; and we look to Your Excellency 
and Your Excellency alone, as the Re- 
presentative of tlie Crown, with whom 
are our relations, 'to right a wrong the 
burden of which bids fair to become 
increasingly intolerable. 

When it is realised that the Rulers of 
States feel the same anxiety for better- 
ing the lot of their subjects, as do the 
Government of India for the lot of the, 
pieople whom they are called upon to 
govern, when the British Indian subject 
realises that the public revenues of 
India are not entirely the result of the 
taxes which he himself pays but are 
substantially ' swelled by contributions 


which his brother, under the rule of an 
Indian State, makes, ive anticipate 
little opposition to the practical admis- 
sion of our claim, the justice of which, 
so we believe, there is no disposition m 
the Government of India to deny. 

We are grateful to Your Excellency 
for having listened to our general re- 
quest to bring the States in direct re- 
lations with the Government of India 
and we are confident that effect will 
shortly be given to the declared- policy 
cf simplification of political relations 
b\ means of providing a single interme- 
diary ,-so far as the States in Rajputana 
also are concerned. 

Your Excellency has referred to the 
mismKferstandings to which the most 
honest efforts of an Administrator are 
subject. This is inevitable.- As many 
minds, so many opinions.' So far .is 
the States are concerned;, they share 
with Your Excellency this rmenviable 
predicament. In fact their plight is 
worse, though in one sense also better. 
This is not a paradox. What I mean 
rs that whether the motives of the 
Rulers of States are, or are not, mis- 
understood by their own subjects, it is 
certain that their methods of adminis- 
tration are objected to by others who are 
not their subjects. -These humani- 
tarians, burning with righteous indig- 
ration at the thought of the fancied 
oppression practised by the States and 
inspired by vivid syrmpathy for the sub- 
jects of the States — a sympathy which 
they profess in a greatejr measure than 
the Rulers of the 'States themselves- - 
are ever ready to decry- and denounce 
methods of rule which' are best suited to 
local conditions and the genius of the 
people who are subject to State rule. , . 

Luckily, however, there is the othey 
side of the shield and we ate exceeding- 
ly gratified by the words that fell -from 
Your Excellency as regards the sanctity 
of Treaties being a cardinal article of 
Imperial policy. We are grateful to 
Your Excellency for the assurance 
which, so far as we are concerned, wad 
hardly necessary, that every ,word re- 
lating to the sanctity of Treaties with 
States, and to the rights, privileges and •' 
dignity of the Princes that- has ever 
formed part of a Royal Proclamation, 
since the first one by "Yictoria the Good, ' 
will always be adhered to. So far .13 
this reflects the determination of His‘-.b 
Britannic Majesty’s Government and 
the intentions of the people, of England,'^ 
the mattei’ has never been in doubt. If 
there can be any occasion for doubt on. ' 
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the score of giving practical ^ect to t^e 
a'^siirances contained in the Koyal Jrro- 
ciamations, it arise^ out of the inherent 
limitations of hmiiaii natm-e. Ihc 
specific limitations we are thi^ing ot, 
is a question of memory. When Ag\s 
are on the anvil, when Legislation is in 
the drafting stage and is directed to a 
certain end, it is not impossible that a 
provision here or even a word there 
ini^it' subsequently be capable of more 
than one interpretation. The ivliole 
mind of the Legislator or Legislators 
being concentrated on securing clarity 
for the provision desired, the safeguard 
necessary, in' respect of interests Avhicli 
are not in issue may possibly not find 
adequate expression. 


If I might now turn from this impor- 
tant matter to a few other points which 
I have to urge as being of sufficient 
practical importance to justify their 
mention, I would isay that the Members 
of this Chambar should _ have a more 
direct and effective voice in the framing 
of the Agenda for Your Excellency ’.s 
consideration than they have at present 
'mder the existing procedure. 


The rest that I am going to say to-day 
has entirely to do with' safeguarding 
both the intferests of the Crown as well 
as of the States as a body. 


We feel that the need for closer inter- 
course and constant consultation be- 
tween the exalted representative of the 
Crown and ourselves is to-day greater 
than ever — especially should matters of 
importance, the decision of which is cal- 
culated to affect the popularity of the 
King-Emperor’s. Vice-regent, form the 
subject of such consultation. In one 
word, the need is clearly indicated of an 
Advisory Committee of Princes with 
whom the Viceroy might, from time to 
time, hold converpe. Before I develop 
.this idea, I must point out, in no equi- 
vocal terms, that behind this suggestion 
there is no disguised intention of fetter- 
ing the Viceroy’s paramount authority in 
regard to relations with the States, but 
onl}' a desire to be -of service — to be of 
.pfirvice in a manner which would be con- 
ducive to the achievement of more satis- 
factory remits Snch' a Committee 
might be" consulted, for example: — 

• (a) in regard to policies concerned 
;with matters affecting the 
.economic development of the 
Country, 

(b) m.atters affecting the fiscal 
rights of, the States, 


(o) matters of grave importance on 
the administrative side, for 
instance, the I’econciliation of 
communal differences in accord 
ance with the immemorial 
practice and usage' of the 
Country which are so easily 
' forgotten in the heat and dust 
of controversy. Indeed this 
Committee, if brought into 
being and freely consulted, 
might prove its value in regard, 
for example, to the organise- - 
tion of the minority adminis- 
tration of a State, even where 
its Ruler had left a record of 
his wishes as to future arrange- 
ments. Or it might, with 

advantage, be utilized in regard 
to differences between two 
States over points too delicate 
for public ventilation. In fact 
this Committee could be useful, 
if I may be permitted the 
metaphor, at once as a buckler 
and a foil. It would thus 
justify its existence by dis- 
arming criticism, rendering 
popular the pronouncements of 
the British Government and 
ultimately strengthening its 
hands. 

I would not elaborate the suggestion 
further, but would beg, on behalf of ns 
all, that Your Excellency may be pleased 
to accord to it your s}Tnpathetic and 
camful consideration. For our part, 
we would continue to nurse the hope that 
our suggestion will be permitted to 
materialise before long. 

Now it onlv remains for me to repeat 
an expression of our delight at Your 
E\'cellencv’-p keen interest in onr prob- 
lems and at the natienee and courtesy 
with which, as always, vou haVe pre- 
sided over the Session which now corner 
to a close. 

His EKcellency the Viceroy: Your 
Highnesses, it is not advisable that I 
should say anything just now in answer 
to the suggestion which has been made 
in the last part of His Highness of 
Gwalior’s address, save that His High- 
ness and Your Highnesses may feel per- 
fectly sure that the suggestions he has 
made will receive the most careful con- 
sideration from me, and that these are 
questions which cal! for thought and 
^ consultation. We are now at the 
'■ end of tlie proceedings. They have been 
important; they have had I think use- 
ful results. They will stand, so far as 


I 
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I am aware, as a record in the proceed- 
ings of this Chamber inasmuch as we 
i.-ave had reports presented of Interna- 
tional missions for the years 1922, 1923 
and 1924, from His Highness the Jam 
Sahib for the first two years and, from 
His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner 
who, treading on the heel of events, 
presented his report ailmost immediate- 
ly, and from His Highness of Alwar, 
whose memorable appearance and ad- 
dress at the Imperial Conference are 
well present to our minds. Let me 
repeat, as I Have already told you at 
the opening of this session, I regard it 
as a high privilege to preside at this 
Chamber. I have never had doubts 


about its utility, but il'any doubts have 
existed in any mind they have not been 
confirmed by ■ this session : I 'think 
it of the uf-most importance that the 
Viceroy an^- Governor-General should 
have this unique opportunity of meeting 
the Princes* who come to Delhi for the 
meetings of the Chamber, and that the 
Princes should have opportunities of 
consulting with each other, which the 
great geographical distances which 
separate them would render difficult. 
And now. Your Highnesses, the session 
comes to a close. According to the 
Eesolution arrived at last year ; we shall 
not meet again as a Chajnber until 
November next, i.e., 12 months ahead. 




Resolutions passed by the Chamber of Princes {Narendra Mandal) 
during the session held at Delhi on the 17th November 1924 
and following days. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolutions passed by the Chamber of Princes {Narendra Mandat) 
during the session held at Delhi on the r7th November 1934 
and following days. 


Resolved. — That the deep regret of 
the Chamber of Princes be recorded and 
its sincerest sjnnpathies be conveyed to 
the Honourable Mrs. Edwin Montagu 
at the death of her husband, the tried 
and trusted friend of the Princes of 
India — the late Right Honourable 
Edwin Montagu. 


Resolved. — That the Chamber pass a 
hearty vote of thanks and gratitude to 
H. H. the Maharaja of Bikaner, for 
his work during the past steveral years as 
Chancellor. 


Agendum I. 

Work of His Highness the Maharaja 
OF Nawanagar at the meetings of 
'the League of Nations in 1922 and 
1923. 

Resolved. — That the Chamber pass a 
hearty vote of thanks to H. H. the 
Maharaja of Nawanagar, and offer him 
its sincerest congratulations on the oft- 
repeated success which has attended 
each of his various International mis- 
sions, and on the valuable services that 
he has rendered to his country. 


Agendum II. 

Work of His Highness the Maharaja 
OF Alwar on the Ii\iperial Confer- 
ence IN 1922. 

Resolved. — That the Chamber of 
Princes pass a hearty vote of thanks 
to H. H. the Maharaja of Alwar, upon 
the very able and distinguished manner 
in which he performed his work. 


Agendum II (a). 

Work of His Highness the Maharaja 
OF Bikaner at the meeting of the 
League of Nations in 1924. 

Resolved. — That the Chamber of 
Princes pass a hearty vote of thanks to 
H. H. the Maharaja of Bikaner upon 
the splendid work performed bjr him. . 


Agendum III. 

Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony 
IN Indian States. 

Resolved. — That the general approval 
of the Chamber be given to the summary 
on the subject as revised by the Standing 
Committee in August 1924. 


Agendum ly. , 

Dealings between Indian States and 
' Capitalists and Pinancial Agents. 

‘ Resolved. — That the Chamber of 

: Princes generally approve the report 
on the subject, prepared by the Stand- 
I ing Committee. 

Agendum V. 

Construction of Tramways in Indian 
States. 

Resolved. — That the report ' of the 
Standing Committee on the subject be 
generally accepted by the Chamber. 


Agendum 'VI. 

Employment of European British Sub-- 
JECTS, Pensioners and Aliens in 
Indian States. A 

Resolved. — That the ■ report of.''^flf|B 
Standing Committee ' be generally''‘a^^ 
proved and accepted by the Chamber. 


Agendum 'VII. 

w 4 

Compensation for Railway Lands in 
Indian States. ' • . 

Resolved. — That the Chamber.’s appro-- 
val be conveyed to the Ministers! sum- 
mary on the subject, as finalfy amended 
by the Standing Committee. 

S I ' 

Agendum vni>t :. 

Radio BROADCASTiNtj-'iN British;- India 

AND its APPLIC.ATION TO ^'InDIAN 

States. 

Resolved. — That the Chamber ap- 
prove of this question being further 
.considered at the next meeting of the 
Standing Committee, aided by the scien- ; 
tific knowledge of technical officers. 
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Agendum IX. 

Exclusion of Panth Piploda from the 

LIST OF LESSER CHIEFS IN CENTRAL 

India entitled to vote for a Repre- 
sentative ^Iesiber m THE Chamber 
of Princes. 

Resolved : — That the Chamber of 
Priuces accord its approval to the 
exclusion of Panth Piploda. 


Agendum X. 

Exemption of .all Members of rim 
Cn.AMBER of Princes in their own 

RIGHT, FROM THE P.AYMENT OF CUS- 
TOMS DUTIES ON .lARTICLES IMPORTED 
FOR THEIR PERSONAL USE. 

Resolved . — That H. £. the Viceroy, 
and his. Government should be request- 
ed to give their kind consideration to the 
question of extending the privilege now 
enjoyed by Princes with salutes of 10 
and 2l guns, to all Members of the 
Chamber of Princes in their own right. 


Agendum XI. 

Proceedings of the Chamber op 
Princes to be given Publicity. 


Resolved . — That this matter be re- 
ferred to the Standing Committee, and 
'that liberty bo given to the Standing 
Committee to co-opt additional members 
(|[&r the consideration of this particular 

, 


Agendum XII. 

Terminology .and Phraseology used by 
Government Departments and offi- 
C^Ls IN reference TO, .AND IN COM- 
MUNICATIONS* WITH, Indian States. 


Resolved. — That the Standing Com- 
mittee ifeould examine the numerous 
terras uscctfin respect to Princes and 
, their States in their relations with the 
Imperial Government . and vice versa 
and in casgs where .^ph phraseology is 
found fa be'-'objectionahle, that it should 
recommend suitable -substitutes. 


Agendum XIII. 

Deprecation of the execution of an 
Agreement by a Ruler before, or a 

SHORT ' TIME AFTER, ACCESSION, OR 
HIS COMING OF AGE AND INVESTITURE 

WITH Ruling Powers. 

Resolved. — That H. E. the Viceroy 
be requested that the Resolution of the 


Government of India in the Poreign and 
Political Department, No. 1494-1. A., 
dated the 27th August 1917, relating 
to the Administration of an Indian 
State during a minority, should be so 
amended as to provide : — 

(a) that no Ruler should be except- 
ed to decide, one way or the 
other, in regard ^to important 
matters, on the assumption of 
powers, and 

(5) that no Ruler should, ordinarily ' 
until seven years after the j 
assiunption of powers, be called , 
upon to commit himself irrevo- 
cably in regard to any import- 
ant measures taken during his 
Minority. ' 


Agendum XIV. 

Leave .and pension contributions now 
p.AiD BY Indian States for the ser- 
vices of officers lent to them. 

Resolved . — Inasmuch as the Govern- 
ment of India revised rates of leave and 
pension contributions payable by States 
on account of officers on Foreign Service 
under Fundamental Rides, tend to dis- 
courage the loan of Government officers 
to Indian States by throwing on them an 
excessive and unnecessary burden, this 
House resolves that, as an equitable 
solution of the problem, H. E. the 
Viceroy may be requested to amend the 
rules by levying : — 

(1) contribution for pension only on 
British Indian pay and leaving 
the Indian States to pay the 
leave allowances while the offi- 
cer is in Foreign Service, and 

(2) on reversion of that officer to 

Government service the State 
may be required to pay : — 

(a) a proportionate share of the 
leave allowances if any, ac- 
tually paid by the Govern- 
ment of India in respect of 
the leave, with extra leave 
allowance earned by him in 
Foreign Service, and 

(61 proportionate higher contri- 
bution for pension if the offi- 
cer retires within three years 
of his revision. 
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, Agendum XV. 

Amplification of Poreign and Politi- 
cal Department Resolution No. 427- 
R., DATED THE 29th OCTOBER 1920, SO 
AS TO FIX A PERIOD OF LIJIITATION FOR 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF 

Courts of Arbitration. 

Resolved . — That this Chamber recom- 
mends to H. E. the_ Viceroy, that the 
Resolution of the Government of India 
in the Foreign and Political Depart- 
ment, No. 427-R., dated the 29th Octo- 
ber 1920, be amplified by the addition 
of the following paragraph ; — 

“ No request for the appointment of 
a Court of Arbitration under 
this Resolution will be consi- 
dered unless made within five 
years of the date on which the 
Darbar concerned is informed 
of the ruling, or receives the 
advice in question.” 


Agendum XVI. 

Appointment of a committee to dis- 
cuss THE QUESTION OF RIPARIAN 
RIGHTS. 

Resolved . — That as no definite prin- 
ciples exist applicable to Indian States 
with regard to riparian rights, and vari- 
ous decisions have sometimes established 
different principles, which lead to diffi- 
culties in disputes between the States, 
the Narendra Mandal resolves that the 
following Committee be appointed to go 
into the whole question of riparian rights 


and to report, ultimately to the Cham- 
ber : — ■ 

1. H. H. the Maharaja of Bikaner. 

2. H. H. the Maharaja of Alwar. 

3. H. H. the Maharaja of Nawa.- 

nagar. 

4. H. H. the Maharaja of Panna. 

5. H. H. the Maharaja of Patiala. 

6. H. H. ' the Maharaj Rana of-* 

Dholpur. , 

Agendum XVII. 

Election of the Chancellor. 

Resolved . — That according to the lar- 
gest number of votes, H. H. the Maha-_ 
raja of Bikaner be re-elected as Chan- 
cellor, and H. H. the Maharaja of 
Patiala re-elected for the second place. 

Agendum XVIII. 

Election of the Standing Com:mittee. 

Resolved . — That the following Princes 
be elected as Members of the Standing 
Committee ; — 

H. H. the Maharaja of Alwar. 

H. H. the Maharaja of Nawanagar. 
H. H. the Maharaja of Patiala. 

H. H. the Maharaja Scindia pf 
Gwalior. 

H. H. the -Maharaj Rana of Dho|- 
pur. . . -Ai 

The Chief of Sangli. 
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appendix. 

Undelivered speech, of the Sachiv of Blior on the question of fixiny a 

period of limitation for applications for the appointment of Courts of 
. Ariitration. 


Your Exceli^ency, Your lIioiraEssES, 

, I feel much pleasure in extending on 
'behalf of the Eepresentative Members 
m3’' heart}’ support to the resolution 
'Avhich has now been placed for its consi- 
deration and approval before the House. 
The Resolution in question has been ably 
moved by His Highnes.‘5 the Alaharaja 
of Patiala with his usual lact supported 
so ably by His Highness the Maharaja 
of Bikaner and consequently I am quite 
sensible that no particular remarks are 
necessitated in its commendation from 
any of the speakers. 

It IS also needle.ss for me to repeat 
here that ' the original resolution 
of the Government of India about 
making a request to TIis Excellency 
the Viceroy for appointing a Court 
of Arbitration to enquire into an intcr- 
statal dispute or a dispute between a 
State and Government and give a recom- 
mendatory judgment, which is at present 
sought to be amplilied, was published, 
in order to give effect to a resolution of 
the /nv-Cliamber Priiue.^ t'onferente sig 
nifying its approval to the recommenda- 
tions contained in paragraph 308 of the 
report on Indian Con,stitutional Reforms 
(framed by its famous authors I mean 
LOyd Chelmsford and the 'late Mr. Mon- 
tagu to whose revered memory, this 
CliambvM’ fittingly paid its last grateful 
tribute oply two days back. 

The Resolution however appears to 
have been left deficient in one import- 
ant particular which is now hereby tried 
lo be brought to the notice of the Govei'U- 
ment A India with a view of rectifica- 
tion. ft provides no period in which 
to prefer an application for the appoint- 
ment of the Court, and thus a loophole 
has been left, of course, uncomsciously 
for indefinitely raking up quarrels how- 
soever old’. » The present resolution as 
explained by the august mover seeks to 
correct the omis non 'which seems to luive 
been due to oversight or inadvertence 
as is the case in so many of the docu- 
ments that even the ablest among us Imvc 


to frame as we are after all ever ei’ring 
human beings. Your Highnesses, had 
it been otherwise we would not have 
been required to issue correction slips 
after slips in [our codes of rules and 
regulations or to repeatedly amend or 
consolidate Acts of legislature in view 
of the anomalies or difficulties we have 
to experience in practice. Similar is the 
case in the present matter and I fully 
trust that all of you will be pleased to 
unanimously pass this part of the resolu- 
tion without a single dissentient voice. 

The next point, Your Highnesses, in 
this connection is about the period of 
limitation to be prescribed for making 
the request. Regarding such points in 
which a period is or has to be prescribed 
as for instance the period of a high 
olfice such as that of a Governor or a 
Member of Council or the period of an 
elected body or legislature, there are 
always sure to be two sides, one saying 
that it is too long and the other calling 
it too .short to obtain an insight into tlm 
affair and .show’ one’s merit with the pro- 
fit of experience. But on a di.spas- 
sionate consideration of the matter and 
in view of the analogy of the 6 years' 
general period of limitation prescribed 
by ithe legislature in the Limitation Act 
for cases for which no period has been, 
specially fixed, I think, and I hope Your 
Ilighnesses will all concur with me in 
thinking that the 5 years’ limitation as 
proposed is quite reasonable and accept- 
able, especially in view of the import- 
ance of the parties in dispute, as in 
many cases a lot of time will as shown 
by the previous speakers, ordinarily be 
taken np in securing legal and expert 
advice and more so in the case of small 
States situated a long distance from the 
Presidency Towns. 

In conclusion, I beg to apologise for 
this presumption, and take my seat by 
requesting Your Ilighnesses to give your 
whole,-heartod support to the motion of 
Tlis Highness of Patiala. 
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